


\ 


n 



Nof^/JS (EE)/2000 
Ministry of Externa! Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 


'J sCcrJV? 

Most ImrfBnate 

-511 5/N^ZSS^ 
-7/y 


I enclose copies of a full set of papers available in EE Division on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. This would be useful for information and 
as reference material. The papers could be retained in NGO along with 
other papers of\Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
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Joint Secretary (EE) 
April 6, 2000 






vJ 


U 

6(b 


6J* 





W 1 


1h£ f\s.K\^ fl <\E 





r 


l I |a^| 


H *<*'l I "i 




-M'-toft 

vOJ W iiif : ' J liWf* 

* ,; X ; Tfc '*'£?* *■ * ’* ar-fS-f 


i 

■ivJ 





' Irntyinw 

*• ;/ifafiy % 




r 





- w w ^ J * 

...... .\tftri +*• Zfr'lt** 

Netaii alive after ’45 crash*"' 
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Calcutta, Aug* 26: In a letter to 


ri SPOTLIGHT f1 ; 'have now writtet^mme Minister 
vnr Atai Vajpayee,' urging him 

rr '"‘to initiate a **scrious and scientific" - 


then British Prime Minister Clement Attlee in inquiiy into the mystery. In a memorandum sub- 

* r December' 1946, Jaw&harlatf Kehry wrotei that, he- mhtcdtothe Indian Prime Miniate® on August \5 t 

had news of Netaji Subhas Chandra BoseV where* * 1998, and signed by-mdfe tharf 2G0 Indian expatri- 
, : aboutsin Russia after August 1945 1 — days after he otes* members of the group have claimed that the^ 
was supposed to have died, in an aircraah near * weight M equating evidence* seriously, challenges 
I tff similar letter to tuk biograpbcrLouis: the^ahcrash. theofy , vThe most important pieces of 

"■*" Fischer a few months earlier, Mahatma Gandhi evidence that have now come to light are: 

Wrote 'that N^t^ji was alive in Russia in July 1946, M Dr ftadha Benode Pal* eminent jurist who repre-f 

* 1 < i’ These -an<L several c others post-war. documents seated India on the War. Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo; * 

unearthed ^fcota the archives of the erstwhile East was shown the .Allied intelligence report of thc¥ 
Germany ^Soviet Union and the United States have alleged plane crash by the American indue at the ■ 



\ With- most <£ft , the J new evidence in hand, a Netaji 1 s nephew* the late Amiya Nath Bose to 
i^Uiburg-hased association of expatriate Indians v * Turn to Page 2 t ^,r i 
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8 Continued from Page 

Prime Minister P*V, Narasimha 
Rao in 1992), 

■ Deposition made under oath to 
the Khosla Commission by Shyam 
. Lai Jain* personal stenographer of 
- Jaw ah aria 1 Nehru* regarding a let--' 
ter from Nehru to Prime Minister 
Clement Attlee of Britain in ’ 

- December 1946 referring to Sub- 
has Bose's entry into Russian ter- 
* ritory after August 1945, (Khosla 
' Commission Records), 
i'-M A letter written by Khurshed 
*: Naoroji on behalf of Mahatma 
Gandhi to Louis Fischer on July 
„ 22* 1946* mentioning that Gandhi- 
vji had information to the effect that 
Subhas Bose was alive and in Rus- 
sia in July 1946, (Princeton Vm L 
Vyersity Archives* US). 

Cl In early 1950* Reimund Scha- 
^bel* a well-known journalist from 
*;the erstwhile Bast Germany told 
■*Ms Emilie Schenk! Bose* wife of 
^Netaji, that he had information 

* regarding Nctaji*s presence in the 

^ Soviet Union, (Letter from Ms j 
> Schenkl Bose.) 

r ' ■ Grave doubts expressed by 
Mamoru Shigenhtsu, foreign min- 
J isler of Japan after the war (who$ 
? held the same office under 
^ wartime Prime Minister Tojo as 
^ well), during the Shah Nawaz 
J* Commission’s visit to Japan in 
T 1955, (Letters between Amiya 
r* Nath Bose and Shigemitsu in ' 
! 1955), 

* ■ Refusal of solicitor-genera! 1 s 

l office to place Government of , 

* India records on the subject before 
l the Calcutta high court in 1993. 

' ■ Recent revelations regarding the 
existence of KGB files on Netaji 
after 1945* now available with 
; three research scholars in the city 
of Calcutta, 

;■ The signatories* who include 
some senior Indian diplomats as 
well as various well-known and 
eminent citizens, have now urged 
the Prime Minister "to place 
before the people of IndiajkU-rele- 
Viini documents in the Custody of 
< the government of India related to 
the disappearance of Netaji Sub- 
\ has Chandra Bose ” 

* They have also sought his inter- 
vention in requesting the govern- 
ments of Russia, Britain and Jap*u 
to d>*ctoxe tlten which cun throw 
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We have learnt from a Russian Indologist, Prof. Albert 
Belsky, that the bi-monthly journal, ’’Asia and Africa Today", with 
which he is associated, will soon start publishing a series of 
articles, based on classified KGB archives, allegin g inter-alia 
t hat Netaji Subash Bose was a MI-6 (British) age*nt and that one of 
his^ crdse"ai3eS wdS"a -, KGB 'agen L . — - ““ ~ 


2. From time to time, there has been media speculation on 

Netaji 's vi sits to the then Soviet Union in 1941 and during and 
J (after 1945) The Russian Foreign Ministry had informed us in 
, January T?92 , on the basis of trie documents available In their" 
CeTTTFal and” Republican archives, that there was no evidence that 
Netaji had staved in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. We had 
also sent to MEA some archival documents obtained from the Soviet 
Foreign Office in 1990. None of these materials contained even a 
hint of such scurrilous allegations. 
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3. The journal "Asia and Africa" has a limited circulation, 

but it is subscribed to by libraries, academic institutions and 
scholars in Russia and abroad. If such a sensational story .appears 
in the journal, it will be picked up inmediately by journalists 
based in Moscow. Seme Indian journalists have already got wind of 
it. 

\4, In the prevalent situation in Russia, which is vastly 

[different from that in the former Soviet Union, official pressures 
] or persuasion are hardly effective in preventing the publication of 
, ! articles even in journals of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

Nonetheless, I have asked our Counsellor (Information) to meet the 
.Deputy Editor-in-Chief to check whether the report about the 
forthcoming articles is correct and, if so, to persuade him not to 
publish articles containing such concocted charges about a highly 
respected national leader whose memory is cherished by the people 
' of India. If the journal does have plans to carry such articles, I 
will also speak to some others, though I doubt whether such 
demarches would be of much use. 
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Sis^ ^ U U f' 



Shri J.N. Dixit, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi, 





Yours sincerely, 

( R. Sen ) 
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SSHST No - MOS/AMB/j^ / 93 
AMBASSADOR 


lb .%yi^ LAI B ASSY OP INDIA, j 4*8 

j)J>^ M0SC0W - (?) 

June 24, 1993. 


We have learnt from a Russian Indologist, Prof. Albert 
Belsky, that the bi-monthly journal, "Asia and Africa Today", with 
which he is associated, will soon start publishing a series of 
articles, based on classified KGB archives, alleging intei — alia 
that Netaji Subash Bose was a MI-6 (British) agent and that one of 
his close aides was a KGB agent, 

2. From time to time, there has been media speculation on 
Netaji 's visits to the then Soviet Union in 1941 and during and 
after 1945. The Russian Foreign Ministry had informed us in 
January 1992, on the basis of the documents available in their 
Central and Republican archives, that the**e was no evidence that' 
Netaji had stayed in the Soviet'Union during or after 1945. We had 
also sent to MEA sane archival documents obtained from the Soviet 
Foreign Office in 1990. None of these materials contained even a 
hint of such scurrilous allegations. 

3. The journal "Asia and Africa" has a limited circulation, 
but it is subscribed to by libraries, academic institutions and 
scholars in Russia and abroad. If such a sensational story appears 
in the journal, it will be picked up immediately by journalists 

* based in Moscow. Seme Indian journalists have already got wind of 

it . 

4. In the prevalent situation in Russia, which is vastly 
different from that in the former Soviet Union, official pressures 
or persuasion are hardly effective in preventing the publication of 
articles even in journals of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
Nonetheless, I have asked our Counsellor (Information) to meet the 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief to check whether the report about the 
forthcoming articles is correct and, if so, to persuade him not to 
publish articles containing such concocted charges about a highly 
respected national leader whose memory is cherished by the people 
of India. If the journal does have plans to carry such articles, I 
will also speak to same others, though I doubt whether such 
demarches would be of much use. 
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Copy to : 


/l. 


Shri Kalin Surie, Joint Secretary (EE), Ministry of External 
Affairs, New Delhi. 


2 . 


Shri Prabhakar Menon, Joint Secretary, Prime Minister's Office, New 
Delhi. 
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R.L. Narayan, 

Minis ter(Political) 


No.Mos/Pol/ISS/l /9JD 
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June 29, 1993 


My dear /Z c-A^~ f 
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You would have seen Ambassador’s Secret letter 
No. Mos/Amb/818/93 dated 24 June, 1993 addressed to 
Foreign Secretary and copy endorsed to you and JS(PMO) 
regarding a series of articles on Netaji Subash Bose 
which we have learnt is due to appear in the journal 
"Asia and Africa Today". In continuation of this letter 
I am enclosing for your information copy of note recorded 
by me which Ambassador has asked me to send to you and 
JS(PMO) . 
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Yours sincerely, 


/Z ^ 

( R.L. Narayan ) 


h> 
*y u 


Shri Nalin Surie, 

Joint Secretary (EE), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi 

Copy to Shri Prabhakar Menon, JS(PMO), Prime Minister's 
Office, New Delhi. 
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(R.L. Narayan) 
Minister (Political) 
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Prof Belsky told me that the journal 


Asia and Africa Today will soon carry a series of 
articles on Netaji Bose by its Chief Editor Teirazoff. 

The burden of these ar ticles }) based apparently on hitherto 
secret KGB documentation* is that Bose was a British agent. 


2 . 


This charge is, of course, absolutely 


scurrilous since Bose's entire life was spent in fighting 
the British. Nevertheless, the publication of these 
articles is likely to cause considerable furore in our 
press and Parliament and more importantly cast an avoidable 
cloud on Indo-Russian relations. 

3. Asia and Africa Today has, like many other 
academic journals of its type, fallen on hard times, 
though it remains one of the few magazines to be fully 
translated into English and is subscribed to by libraries 
and academic institutes. X remember being approached by 
the Editorial staff of Asia and Africa Today about an year 
ago with a proposal to carry an entire issue devoted to 
India on the occasion of our Republic/Independence Day 
with funding through advertisements etc. At that time 

we had not considered the proposal worthwhile in view 
of the magazine's relatively low circulation. 

4. In my view it would be worthwhile for 


Counsellor (Inf) to meet Mr. Teirazoff and explain to him 
the facts of Netaji's life as well as the high esteem^ 
bordering on reverence, in which he still he Id by the 
Indian people. An effort should be made to persuade him 
not to publish the articles and failing this to let us see 
an advance copy so that we could, if necessary, send a 
response . 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
MOSCOW. 
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July 2, 1993. 
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AjA^vi 

In continuation of my letter No.MOS/AMB/818/93 of June 
24 , I enclose a self-explanatory note recorded by Counsellor 
Ajai Malhotra, after his meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev, Deputy 
Editor-in-Chief of the journal "Asia and Africa Today 11 . 








Yours sincerely, 




{ R. Sen ) 


Shri Nalin Surie, 

Joint Secretary (EE), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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Embassy of India 
Moscow 



Meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev. Deputy Editor-in-Chief, 

"Asia and Africa Today”, at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 93 

As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. V . K. Touradjev . 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today", I enquired from 
Touradjev whether "Asia and Africa Today" would soon start 
publishing a series of articles, based on KGB archives, alleging 
inter-alia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MI-6 agent and 
that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB. 

Touradjev co nfirme d that the August (8/93) issue of 
"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 
Behind the Death of S.C. Bose" by Prof. Raikov, a well^ known_ 
Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 
various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 
circumstances of Netaji's death. Its inclusion was essentially 
meant to generate reader interest in two fur ther articles which 
would be published in the September ,(9/93) and October (10/93) 
issues of~ ?r AsTia and Africa Tpday^. Touradjev clarified that he 
was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 
KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 
and which had been shared with him by contacts he had in the 
Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 
his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 
me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET" 
and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 

Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence. 

. , , + 

In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the 
best of his knowledge the Russian Intelligence Service did not 

possess a separate file on Neta ji. In his view, this would £eem 
to show that Netaji had nev er visited the Soviet Union since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents he had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence 


agents in Kabul, letters addressed by British Intelligence to 

their Soviet counterpar ts , plus other stray correspondence which 
he had come across in the KGB archives. 

I specifically queried Touradjev as to whether hi s two 
articles contained references alleging that Netaji had been a 
British a gen t . If so, this would be quite unfortunate, given that 
Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India. 

In response to this and other queries, Tou radjev made 
t he fol lowing points: 

(a) His articles did not bring out that Netaji was a MI-6 
agent, in the sense of his being a "paid functionary". Equally, 
they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British. 

In this context, Touradjev pointed out that without British 
acquiescence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India 
or lived for so long in Kabul. Moreover, the instructions which 
Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 
the British in India, were never translated into action since the 
British knew of them and could take corrective measures. Touradjev 
repeatedly emphasized that the KGB documentation which he had 
access to left him in no doubt that "Netaji had cooperated with the 
British". He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 
relationship went beyond "cooperation" as additional details would 
only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 
published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji. 

i 

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established 
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji 's aide in Kabul - had served as an agent 
of several foreign intelligence services e.g. the British, Russian, 
German, Italian and others. This would be brought out clearly in 
his articles. 

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the 
sense that they would fully annotated and would provide details of 

every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative. 


-3- 



(d) In his view, the KGB archives material which he has 


quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since 
it showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
as being an "even greater nationalist" since Netaji had striven 
for an independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was not to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better 
understanding of Netaji's historic role. 

In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov's articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did_n_ot 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since it 
was evident that he would not do so in any case._ 



30.6. 1993 


Ambassador 
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In continuation of my letter No. MOS/ AMB/8 1 8/9 3 of June 
24 , I enclose a self-explanatory note recorded by Counsellor 
Ajai Malhotra, after his meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradiev, Deputy 
Editor-in-Chief of the journal "Asia and Africa Today". 

A 

j^r M A 


Yours sincerely, 




( R. Sen ) 


Shri Nalin Surie, 

Joint Secretary (EE), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi . 
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Embassy of India 
Moscow 



m 


Meeting wi i h Mr. V.K. Touradjev. Deputy Editor-in-Chief, 

As i n ‘' inc ^ Africa Today", at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 93 


As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. V . K . Tourad jev . 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today". I enquired from 
Touradjev whether "Asia and Africa Today" would soon start 
publishing a series of articles, based on KGB archives, alleging 
in ter-al ia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MI-6 agent and 
that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB. 

Touradjev confirmed that the August (8/93) issue of 

"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 

Behind the Death of S.C. Bose” by Prof. Raikov, a well known_ 

m Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 
* — 

various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 
circumstances of Netaji's death. Its inclusion was essentially 
meant to generate reader interest in two further articles which 
would be published in the September (9/93) and October (10/93) 
issues of "Asia and Africa Today". Touradjev clarified that he 
was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 
KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 
and which had been shared with him^bv contacts he had in the 
Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 
) his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 
me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET" 
and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 
£ | Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence. 

i In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the 

! best of his knowledge th" Russian Intelligence Service did nor 
possess a separate file on Netaji. In his view, this would seem 
to show that Netaji had never visited the Soviet Union since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents he had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence 



(agents in Kabul, letters addressed by British Intelligence to 

; their Soviet counterparts , plus other stray correspondence which 
he had come across in the KGB archives. 


I specifically queried Touradjev as to whether his two 
articles contained references alleging that Netaji had been_ a 
British agent. If so, this would be quite unfortunate, given that 
Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India. 

In response to this and other queries, Touradjev made 
the following points: 


(a) His articles did not bring out that Netaji was a MI-6 
agent, in the sense of his being a "paid functionary". Equally, 
they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British. 
In this context. Touradjev pointed out that without British 
acquiescence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India 
or lived for so long in Kabul. Moreover, the instructions which 
Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 
the British in India, were never translated into action since the 
British knew of them and could take corrective measures, Touradjev 
repeatedly emphasized that the KGB documentation which he had 
access to left him in no doubt that "Netaji had cooperated with the 
British". He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 
relationship went beyond "cooperation" as additional details would 
only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 
published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji. 

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established 
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji's aide in Kabul - had served as an agent 
of several foreign intelligence services e.g. the British, Russian, 
German, Italian and others. This would be brought out clearly in 
his articles. 

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the 

eense that they would fully : nnotated and would provide details of 

every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
* 

analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative 
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(d) In his view, the KGB archives material which he has 

quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since 
it showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
as being an ''even greater nationalist” since Netaji had striven 
for an independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was not to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better 
understanding of Netaji's historic role. 


In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov*s articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did not 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since i_t 
was evident that he would not do so in any case._ 


(Ajai MaljicTtra) 
Counsellor (Inf.) 
30.6. 1993 


Ambassador 
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER'S OFF 1C 


Reference Anbassador of Indie, Moscow 1 s 
letter No. MOS/AMB/ 8 1 8/93 of June 24, 1993. 

Notings are reproduced below. 


EAM may see this letter for Inf orma t [ on 
We may p re-emp t these articles being published 
by planting stories In our newspapers saying 
that we have advance Information on such 
stories about to be published In some Russian 
magazines by dissident Russian elements who 
have some antagonism towards India, For 
gu I dance • 


sd/- 

(J ,N . D lx I t y 
Foreign Secretary 
1 July, 1993 



v. 


We should try to prevent publication. 
Any action to be taken on the story can be done 
only after we have seen what Is published. PM 
may kindly see Arrbassador Sen’s letter for 
I n format I on . 


sd/ - 

... (D 1 nesh Si ngh ) 
External Affairs Minister 
5 July, 1993 
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Sepa ra t e 
cop I es 


FS 

PM 


V" 


Separat e 
cop 1 es ( 


JS(PMO) 

fT 
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( SanJ ay S If*gh ) 
D I red o r {EAMO ) 
5 July, 1993 



TELEX 



FROM: FOREIGN N EW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY MOSCOW 

COUNSELLOR ( INF ) FROM DIRECTOR (EE) 

GRATEFUL IF UE COULD BE INFORMED OF PRESENT POSITION 
WITH REGARD TO THE ARTICLE TO BE PUBLISHED ON NETAJK.) 
REGARDS (.) 

* * a 

N.T.T. 

27 . 10.93 . 

(S JAIJ1HANKAR) 
DIRECTOR (EE) 
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e;a T pty most immediate 

FROM ; INQ EMBA SSY MOSCOW 

TO: FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

* * 

D I RECTOR (EE ) FROM COUNSELLOR (INFORMATION ) 

_ t 

REFYOUR TELEX NO. 1143' OF OCTOBER 28. THE AUGUST ISSUE 
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THE SECRET BEHIND THE DEATH OF SUBHA SB CHANDRA BOSE 

By A. RAIKOV, D. Sc. (History; 

On 18th of August 1945* four days after the Japanese Emperor 
had declared acceptance of the Postdam Declaration and of the fact of 
total capitulation, the Japanese twin engine fighter 97-11-Satti took 
off to Manchuria from Matsuyana airforce base in Taiwan. All twelve 
anti -craft machine guns were removed from this fighter plane as all 
military actions in this region were called off. The first pilot AGYAGJ , 
who piloted this flight was assisted by Major Takizawa, 

There were altogether 11 passengers on hoaxed including the Chief 
of Staff of the Burmese Army command Lt, General Side!, eight more 
Japanese military officers and two Indian nationals. 

As this flight was heavily loaded, it could take off with great 
difficulty from the run-way. Soon after the departure, the left propeller 
followed by the left wing engine fell apart and the craft took a steep 
tilt to right and crashed on the ground, despite desperate efforts by 
the pilots. Both pilot Takizawa and the General, who sat on the front 
seats died. The passengers remaining ( alive had to come out practically 
through the flames. Among them, there were two Indians - prominent 
leader of the Indian freedom movement, Subhash Chandra Eose and his 
aide Babibur Rehman. Bose received serious burns and facial wounds. 

His aide helped him to get out of the burning clothes and laid him at 
the grass. 

Evidence of H, Rehman on this mishap has been published on a 
number of occasions in the Indian press and in other literature. Later, 
it was further elaborated by a Japanese journalist, Tatsuo Khayasita in 
his book, which carries a complete list of names and addresses of those 
who remained alive. Nevertheless, the fact of the crash continues to 
be a mystery for many people. 

It may be said without any exaggeration that this tragedy has 
evoked great attention among wide circles of the Indian public. If 
because one of the undisclosed mysteries of the last days of the Second 
World War and turned to be the subject of considerable literature. Now, 

48 years passed and this issue has retained not only its acuteness 
out also acquired increased relevance. In this connection, our country 1 s 
name is increasingly mentioned. Nobody bothers about the fate of the 
Japanese General and officers. Researchers and politicians only focus 


on the fate of this person - Subhash Chandra Bose. Let us examine all versions 
that are available on date. 

CRASH IN MATSUYA MA 

How could Subhash Chandra Bose - a contemporary of Jawaharlal Nehru 
and elected President of Indian National Congress in 1938 and, being the most 
popular leader in India, happen to be on board the plane ? He represented 
that majority faction of Indian nationalists, who argued for mustering 
support from the nation ' s hostility , - uhe British. During the Second World 
War, he made a mistake by anticipating the victory of the fascist alliance 
and ran from India to Germany in 1941 and later managed to reach the East 
in a submarine. In Burma, he became the head of the puppet Government of 
"Free India" and commanded the so-called Indian National Army (INA) formed 
with the help of Japan, by recruiting Indian prisoners of war. Some 
divisions of this Army took part in the armed attack by the Japanese Army 
against the Indian town of Imphal . 

With the Japanese defeat, Bose's position became weak and the 
British Court prepared a severe sentence on him for his alleged alliance 
with the enemy. At that point, according to versions of some researchers, 

Bose tried to seek asylum in the Soviet Union and expected to get support 
there for his patriotic activity. He could astutely forsee the cracks in 
relations among the anti-Hitler coalition and thought of taking advantage 
of it. The Japanese command in Burma offered him support in this and he 
left for Mukden from Singapore in order to establish contacts with the 
Soviets. The Matsuyama crash shattered this flight. Further developments 
were covered in Khayasidas book, who happened to be in Taibe. 

Heavily wounded Bose, who fell unconscious, was removed to the 
hospital, where he died after eight in the evening despite intensive 
medical treatment including transfusion of blood, injections and sulphamide 
drugs. At the time of his demise, two Japanese doctors losimi and 
Tsuruta, Habibur Rehman, interpreter Nakamura, and a Chinese nurse were 
present. Nakamura recalled that immeidately after the last breath of 
Bose, his aide Rahman bent on his knees and prayed for a few minutes with 
tear filled eyes. He tried to get the body of Bose transported either to 
Singapore or Japan. But the Japanese decided to cremate him immediately. 

The funeral ceremony took place on 22 August in the presence of Habibur 
Rahman, two Japanese officers and a Buddhist priest. The mortal regains 
of Bose were then brought to Tokyo by Habibu. Rahman, where a similar 
ceremony was held before keeping it in a Buddhist temple, Renkoji, six 
kilometres from the central part of Tokyo. 



The first news about the demise of 3 oae wan convoyed by Japanese 
Radio on 20 August and on 23 August, it was officially confirmed. 

This tragic newa really stunned the Indians and thousands of 
soldiers of the INA in Burma perceived the demise of Bose as their personal 
tragedy. In India itself, his compatriots, who had come to know a lot 
about Bose in Burma and Malaya through the media, and highly regarded him, 
were shocked by the news of his death. But, the atmosphere started changing 
quickly. The issue around the delayed information on the crash was 
raised for debate, though it was easy to explain the chaos and confusion 
which prevailed at that time in a country which fought a lost battle and 
awaited foreign occupation. It was widely believed that some secret had 
been hidden and it was felt that there was something behind the disappearance 
of Bose. Even, M.K. Gandhi stated : "I am deeply convinced that Subhash 
Babu { in Bengali - Mr.) is alive". 

PRELIMINARY RESEARCH 


Indians were not the only ones who evinced interest in this 
incident. The British Government was concerned by the fact that thousands 
of Indians joined INA, the popularity of which was high as a fighter for 
freedom, and so ue o rganise a show-down legal prosecution against 

the leadership of INA, primarily against Bose. An arrest warrant was 
signed and issued. Two special groups, consisting of officers from the 
Intelligence Service, led by rinn and Davis were appointed for investigation. 
The Davis group visited Saigon, from where the plane with Bose on board 
took off for Taibey. Later, it went to Taiwan. The Finn group made a 
series of inquiries in Bangkok. Both, Finn and Davis prepared reports on 
their investigations which were never published. But there is one very 
interesting fact which allows one to judge the results achieved : as a 
result, the arrest warrant on Bose was revoked. Obviously, one can suppose 
that convincing evidence of the death was received. 

One more parallel investigation was conducted by the Director of 
Anglo-Indian Military Intelligence under General McArthur in Tokyo, which 
gave a similar report. One should not ignore a detailed documentary 
compilation "Junring Tiger" by a Service Officer H. Toya, which covered 
the entire activity of Bose between 104 i_ 1043. This book was released in 
uonocn in 1959 ana was higniy evaluated by experts. H. Toy never questioned 
the death of Bose. 
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Soon, the Indian side also started Its own investigation. The 
popularity of Bose in India and especially in Bengal shot up to its peak. 
Tens of books on him and on his INA were published - selective and collected 
works, speeches of Bose, memoirs by close contemporaries of Bose, 
collection of documents on the activity of "Free India" in Burma were 
published. In that atmosphere, a case against three detained officers 
of IMA was lost and the British Court did not even dare to sentence them 
and therefore, released them. 

The Indian public has virtually craved for confirmation of rumours 
that Eose was alive. Recently launched Indian agencies like "Free Press 
of India" and "Mews Service" have sent their correspondent Harin Shah to 
Taiwan, and for this visit, the founder of these agencies Sadanand could 
manage to get personal Invitation from Chiang Kaishek. Two contemporaries 
of Eose - A.K.N. Nambiar, who was In Germany with him and A.K. Iyer - who 
was in Eurma . travelled along with Harin Shah. 


The Indians worked very thoroughly. They questioned a number of 
eye-witnesses and others, majority of whom were of Chinese nationality, 
witness to those events. They were, mostly workers of the hospital where 
Bose died, as well as officers of the Bureau of Health and Hygiene of Taibei. 


Evidence was collected even from the Japanese witnesses who 
remained in Taiwan after its independence from Japanese occupation. Harin 
Shah photographed the most important witnesses as well as documents, for 
example, Bose's death registration certificate, the unearthed Tsian Pisha, 
a Chinese hospital sister, who told him the most disconcerting phrase in 
all his investigations : "He died here, I was by his side". Harin Shah 
wrote later that the sister's words put him and his fellow-men in a daze 
close to delirium, "we looked at her as if we were in a trance". 

The Indians followed Bose's last journey from the hospital bed to 
the crematorium, while 3till searching for all those who accompanied him 
on this journey right down to the Chinese crematorium worker, Chu Tsung, 
who did do a cremation on the 22nd of August at 6 o'clock in the evening. 
Harin Shah examined the chamber, holy for every Indian which was used 
only once in 1945 as it was meant for tall, stalwart people, and Bose 
was definitely not onB such man. 

Invariably, all the witnesses questioned alluded to the fact that 
Bose and later his body was accompanied by a tall Indian with a bandaged 
1 puf Qn the f=»ce. That was Habibur Rehroan. All the facts that 
Harin Shah received, linked up ; . He made a statement that "no 
contradictions had been uncovered as concerns the fate of Bose's body". 


CONTRADICTORY FACTS 


All the same, it is true that some contradictions are not all 
that substantial. For examole, a disoarity exists in naming the actual 
time of Bose's death. The hospital sister, Tsi.in Pisha stated that death 
cccured at 11 o'clock in the evening, T. Haisida - after 8 in the 
evening, H. Rahman - at 9 or IP in the evening, the Taibei University 
Professor K.S, Bei - at 1.30 in the afternoon, and in the death certificate, 
preserved in the crematorium records, the time of death has been moved 
up to 4 o'clock in the afternoon of 19th August. More so, the cause of 
death has been named a3 heart-attack, Harin Shah did not fix his 
attention on these contradictions and remarked only that Bose's death 
certificate had been "carelessly drawn up". 

Facts about Bose's last words also arouse interest. Habibur 
Rehroan published Bose's last message to his fellow countrymen : "I have 
fought till the very end for India' 3 freedom and now give up my life for 
this goal. My countrymen ! Carry on this struggle . Very soon India 
will be free. Long Live Free India ! " This is the very message that 
an eminent leader should give to his people. 

Eut totally different words - "My Greetings to Commander 
Terauti" - are stated in the report of the 4th Division of the Asian 
Department of the Japanese Ministry of External Affairs, published in 
1956 and wholly devoted to Bose's visit to South East Asia from 1943-45, 
with the purpose of making evident that Japan rendered him all possible 
assistance. "These were his last words" - says the document. And 
finally, according to the evidence of the hospital sister Tsian Pisha, 
his last words were the following : "A calm death. I die with peace." 

When together with Harin Shah, one goes over his book, "Verdict 
from Formosa" and the last pages of the drama in Taibei open, it is 
impossible to believe that we are reading of someones devilish thoughts, 
the purpose of which was to cover one's tracks and hide the truth. Even 
the Japanese Matav Oabi whom Harin Shah not quite unexpectedly in the 
University Hospital, informed that his brother, a military police 
official, Masanori Nagaki, recounted to him the catastrophe at the 
aerodrome and of Bose's death, and that he was accompanied by another 
Indian with a wounded arm. 

It is impossible not to mention one other supposition. If one 
were to assume that the catastrophe had not taken place and that a 
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secret agreement of some kind exists, which for some reason concerns the 

Japanese, then why should the Chinese personnel of the hospital and 

crematorium confirm the fact of Bose's death ? After all, when Harin Shah 

visited Taiwan, Taiwan was already free of Japanese power and the Chinese 

had no one to feer. 

In 1947 an important meeting took place between Harin Shah and Ff. 
Rehman. As a result of a lengthy discussion that they had, Harin Shah 
came to the conclusion that his answers "totally confirmed all the facts, 
that had been collected by me from important witnesses in Formosa". In 
the end of 1948 or in the beginning of 1949» he met with Bose's brother, 

Sarat Chandra Eose , only to quickly start that whatever the fate may be, 
his feelings would never allow him to accept that his brother was dead. 

Tt is to be mentioned that Sarat Chandra Bose did not state any reasonable 
or logical arguments for justifying his stand and was only guided by 
emotions . 

Harin Shah also met with the outstanding leader of the Indian 
National Congress, Vallabbhai Patel, who did not have the least doubt that 
Bose had died. However, Harin Shah's book on the investigations conducted 
by him could not be printed for the next 10 years and was published only 
in 1956. Not hiding his insulted feelings, Harin Shah wrote that though 
he was the only Indian to visit Taiwan Immediately after the war and to 
collect convincing evidence on the circumstances surrounding Bose's death, 
a conspiracy of silence was organised around this issue. When after his 
investigations Harin Shah was preparing to leave Taiwan, he received a 
telegram from the head of the Sadanand Agency which well illustrates the 
attitude in India towards the news concerning Bose s "If you say that he 
is dead, then this is no news. If he is alive, then come back by any 
method, hire a plane". 

In 1947, India gained Independence. In those happy, thrilling 
and at the same time very troubled years, the question of Bose's fate 
somewhat lost its intensity. From 1949 till 1990, no Indian appeared at 
the temple of Renkoji to honour the distinguished Indian leader. The 
modestly dressed Buddhist monk was the only caretaker of the urn of his 
ashes . 

THE TREASURE SUITCASES 

But soon after the proclamation of the Indian Republic, the 
situation began to change. In May 1950 the neau of the Indian Diplomatic 

Mission in Japan, K.K. Chettiyar, paid the temple a visit, after which 


Indians began to appear there regularly* And by the year 1955 » on 18th 
August , the day of Bose’s death, a memorial service was held there, which 
was attended by prominent Japanese personalities other than Indians* Also 
present were the widow of the Japanese premier Todzio and four generals* 

I z was then that there also began to surface soma not so unimportant 
facts and details that had earlier not interested anyone. These concern, 
in particular, the issue of jewel s, found in Bose’s suitcases. It became 
known that two of them contained approximately 140 kg* each of gold jewellery - 
rings, bracelets, chains, necklaces, sacrifices made by the Indian 
population living in the Japanese occupied countries for the needs of the 
TNA and Bose’s leadership* Habibur Rehman stated that on the very next day 
after Bose’s death, he had enquired of them from the Japanese officials. 

He was informed that the aircraft had burnt along with its cargo contents, 
but that some small amount of jewellery had been saved. Haislda wrote that 
all the involved personnel did everything to fulfill their duty, to collect 
and preserve all the valuables and now ( the book was published in 1964) 
they are n a contribution to Indo- Japanese friendship”. 

Actually, however, things look different. The jewels were collected 
with the help of a few tens of people, who covered the site of the catastrophe 
with sand, after which the gold and jewellery were put into a big jerry-can 
and sealed. But Habibur Rehman was handed over a wooden box with the 
valuables in addition to the broken seat* They weighed in all only 11 Kgs* 
and everything had been damaged by fire* Later, this box was kept under 
the care of the President of the League of Indian Independence , Murli, In 
Tokyo, who on 24 September 1951 handed it over to the Indian Mission in 
Tokyo, after which it was delivered to Delhi and placed in the State Museum. 

It is interesting to note that Bose’s gold cigarette case with 
diamonds, a present to him by Hitler, was preserved* 

In spite of all the investigations and evidence from eye-witnesses, 
the belief that Eose had not died and that the story of the In-air 
catastrophe was cleverly fabricated, continued in India. 

A new attempt to reach for the truth was undertaken. The Director 
of the Bureau of Information of the Government of Bombay State, S,A. Iyer, 
who in August 1945 himself saw Bose off at the Saigon airport and who later 
went to Tokyo, where he met H. Rehman in late May 1951, again set off for 
to hi^7C: f thr.t the si r crash in Taiboi had really 

taken place. Apparently, the most important event for him were the meetings 
with the surviving aviation Colonel Nanogakl and Army Captain Aral. They 
confirmed the evidence collected by H. Rehman, already known to him. 


On the 15th of September 1951 » he was invited by Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru for discussions, to whom he showed photographs and 
documents that he had collected and which had been signed by Japanese. 

"T don't have the least doubt that the ashes that are in the temple of 
Renkoji in Tokyo - are indeed the ashes of JJetaji", - stated S.A. Iyer. 

A resume of his report to tne Prime Minister was presented before the 
Indian Parliament. 

However, as before, these evidences were not believed, and wide 
circles of Indian society demanded official investigations. The Government 
was compelled to yield and on 5th April 1956, a special committee to study 
the facts concerning the last period of Bose's life was constituted, "as 
public opinion demanded that all the facts be studied and then made public". 
Its composition was carefully prepared. First of all it included Subhash 
Chandra Bose's elder brother - Suresh Chandra Bose. The Committee also 

consisted of Shah Nawaz Khan, the TNA Major General and the then Parliamentary 

( 

Secretary for Transport and Railways. He literally worshipped Bose, as 
his memoirs published in 1946 make clear. 

The third member of the Committee was S.N. Maitra, the Chief 
Commissioner of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, that were occupied by 
Japanese troops and later "handed over" to Bose's leadership. 

The Committee worked under difficult conditions, being subject to 
the strongest of pressures. It immediately met with conflicting evidences 
which did not at all help objective investigations. A member of the 
Legislative Assembly of Madras State, M. Thevar, made some sensational 
statements that he had recently made contact with Bose. However, the 
Parliamentarian refused to produce any documents or share any secrets with 
the members of the Committee, The Committee's attention was drawn to 
Boae's instructions, supposedly given by him to his comrades-in-arms, to 
go underground and be in contact with him on radio. Such attempts were 
indeed made in Bangkok in the 10 days after Bose's departure but without 
success . 

The members of the Committee conducted laborious investigations 
in Delhi, Bangkok , Saigon and Tokyo, having interrogated 67 witnesses 
including four of the six surviving Japanese officers. In it3 report, 
the Committee stated that it did not receive any evidence directly 
confirming Bose's death. 

From the photograph, printed after his death with nis race covered, 

it was impossible to identify him, though H. Rehrosn (. in the photograph, 
standing next to him) explained that Bose's face was very swollen and 


waa also disfigured by cuts and wounds. At that time* Rehman lived in Pakistan, 
but his testimony was received by the Committee. 

The Committee could not visit Taiwan due to absence of diplomatic 
relations between India and the Kuomintang Government, but it took into account 
the findings of the investigation carried cut by Harin Shah. The Committee 
noted that it had got testimonies on Hose's death from persons of different 
nationalities who had not been in touch with each other and therefore, any 
agreement between them was ruled out* Thus, there was no reason to doubt 
the fact. A report by the Committee emphasised that Bose's remains lay in 
the temple of Renkoji in Tokyo and should be shifted to India to erect a 
memorial over them at a proper venue. 

ADVANTAGE THEME 

However, not all members of the Committee agreed with those findings. 
Bose's brother Suresh refused to sign the report and submitted an alternative 
text casting doubts on the Committee's findings. In this connection that 
part of the report is noteworthy which sets forth considerations by the 
authors regarding those who do not believe in Bose's death. Such people 
can be divided into two groups. The first one comprises members of Bose's 
family who believe that he is alive, out of contact with any Indians and 
would appear in India when he finds it necessary. Bose 'a relatives are of 
the opinion that the Japanese Government helped him to go into hiding and, 
as for Rehman's testimonies, one should not attach any importance to them 
since he is bound by an oath. An official report by the Commissioner 
rejected this argument on the ground that Japanese testimonies are confirmed 
by representatives of other nations. Besides, if H. Hehman is bound by an 
oath, this is not the case with the Japanese, who simply have no reasons 
to lie. Let us add to this that under the conditions of the Cold War 
when Japan became a US ally and when antagonists used any facts for 
conducting a propagandists war, it would have been very advantageious 
for Japan and the West to spread information *that Hose had reached Mukdan, 
crossed the Soviet border and was apparently being kept in prison. That 
would have been a very advantageous theme, promising them a lot of benefits 
from varied points of view. There could have been individual Japanese 
eager to use the sensational material to further their own ends. However, 
nothing like that happened. The report stresses that the second group 
sticks to the opinion that Hose has been seen by some people, that 
time to time he turns up in different places, for instance, in China, The 
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author of a brochure published in India argued that initially Bose had been 
a Russian prisoner, later - a General of the Chinese Army and subsequently 
a member of the Mongolian trade union delegation to China. Some people 
even stated that they have seen Bose among Nagas fighting against Indian 

troops . 

In spite of the fact that the official committee of 1956 carried cut 
a lot of work and collected numerous pieces of evidence on Bose’s death, 
its report was considerably devalued by Bose's brother’s refusal to sign 
the document, his rejection of the very thought of Bose’s death and 
submitting of the text of his own findings . This gircumstance ' only multiplied 
th^se who doubted the fact of -Bose’s death in 1945. The number of 
conjectures about his possible fate increased. The prevailing version was 
that Bose was in the Soviet Union. The Indian Government was repeatedly 
presented with demands that it should conduct another investigation. In 
December 1967, about 350 Indian MPs sent a memorandum to the Indian President 
insisting that explorations should be carried out in cooperation with the 
Governments of Japan and Taiwan. "Nothing but such an investigation would 
satisfy the public opinion and would dissipate the mystery of the Netaji", 
said the message. In June 1963, a prominent Indian historian Samar Guha 
stated at a press conference that "a new investigation of the Netaji’s 
mystery is our national duty". 

After a delay of two more years, the Indian Government was eventually 
induced to appoint by an ordinance of 11 July 1970 a commission consisting 
of one member - G.D, Khosla, a retired Judge who earlier headed the Supreme 
Court of Punjab. He was entrusted with the mission to "explore circumstances 
related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 1945 and 
subsequent events". By that decision the Government itself questioned 
the findings of the 1956 Committee. 

G.D. Khosla accomplished the mission. He published records of 
examination of all major witnesses who tried to prove that Bose had not 
died in a crash landing and indicated numerous contradictions in their 
testimonies. "We should reconcile ourselves to the fact of his death and 
seek consolation in the thought that he died ardently serving his motherland", 
he wrote in the report, maintaining further that it was time to abandon all 
doubts regarding the death of the outstanding politician. 

A CLUE 

As a result of the investigation yet another book was published in 
India. But the situation did not change in the least* From time to time 


the Indian press published sensational reports of a roost incredible character. 

A furore was created by the report that one Sadhu in Shaulmari Ashram, WEst 
Bengal was identified as Bose, the fact having been confirmed by many of 
nis associates. A sudden disappearance of the Sadhu seemingly proved the 
correctness of the surmise. The report was especially intriguing as one 
Delhi taxi driver stated that he had seen Bose in that disguise. There 
were also testimonies that he had been seen in Rangoon dressed as a Burmese 
priest. An explanation as to why he was in hiding was also suggested : 
it was alleged that his personality sustained changes, he had lost his 
memory and was even unaware that the war was over. 

But still the most popular was the version according to which Bose 
was staying in our country. The data available on that score might be 
divided into two groups. According to the first one, Bose was welcomed in 
Moscow as an honourable person. Somebody testified that on December 2 4, 1956 
Bose had been received in the Kremlin. Others maintained that Bose had been 
seen in a Siberian camp. Former MP, Dr. Satya Narayan Sinha told G.D. Khosla 
that this had been conveyed to him by a certain Russian Officer Kuslov (Kislov? } . 

The fate of the Swedish diplomat Raul Vallenberg greatly stirred 
up interest for the latter version. 

"Echo of the Planet' 1 Magazine ( November 22 , 199?) published a well- 
founded article by A, Vinogradov titled "Life and death of Netaji Bose" - the 
first one exploring this subject in our press. The article contains a 
number of facts which indicate that, after the Second World War, Bose seemed 
to stay in the Soviet Union. But since it adduces no indisputable document, 
the article unfortunately, can only add to the long list of Indian publications 
of the same kind. The author is supplemented with a remarkable 

editorial note which very cautiously says that "Moscow is quite well 
informed about the real state of things, more than this, the relevant 
document is available". Unfortunately, it is impossible to understand 
why precisely is meant by "the real state of things" and to what that 
document "relates. The reference made to "reliable sources" is astonishing 
too. In the epoch of openness we have got accustomed that our journalists 
do not conceal things they know. 

The author of the article has ot his disDosal a single reliable 

document pertaining to the subject - a letter by the "Main Archives Department 
of the Foreign Ministry of the USSR which says that the archives of the 
Foreign Ministry contain no documents on contacts between Soviet diplomats 
and Bose. 

However, there are many other archives in our country. Probably they 
contain a clue to the mystery of Subhash Chandra Bose. 
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NECESSARY EPILOGUE 

By V. TOURADJEV 

Probably, until recently only experts knew about Chandra Pose in 
our country , though he is quite an extraordinary figure, Bose is not 
only a prominent politician. He is a remarkable, but in many aspects also, 
a controversial personality, a man whose life and fate are wrapped up in 
a shroud of many legends and mysteries. One of the mysteries is connected 
with our country. Many in India and not only in India, are still confident 
that at the very end of the War, Netaji found himself in the Soviet Union, 
where his traces were lost. 

The above article by A, Baikov who has been for a long time engaged 
in profound studies on India seems to give a well-grounded answer to this 
question. Indeed, serious scholars do not look for sensations and do 
not question the fact of Subhash Chandra Bose’s death in August 1945* 
Documents and testimonies quoted by A* Raikov, convincingly proved this,,,* 

But stil still doubt3 remain. 

Vinogradov’s article published in ’’Echo of the Planet” says that 
Habibur Rehman who accompanied Bose in his last flight got off from the 
plane in Taiwan and thus became not a victim, but a witness to the crash 
landing* However, the facts quoted by A, Raikov are indicative of a 
different thing. Habibur Rehman was near Netaji when the bomber crashed, 
having lost its left engine, and both of them had to get out from under 
the debris through- the flames* All those who were helping both Indians 
in those dramatic hours saw Habibur Rehman r s bandaged hand and burnt face. 

The discrepancy is very serious. If A. Vinogradov is right ( and 
he leans on materials from the Indian press) then the version about 
Netaji T s deuble or, at least, about a man who pretended to be Suhhasb 
Chandra Bose, is possible. Japanese officers who flew with him in the 
plane, as well as Chinese personnel of the airport and in Taibei Hospital 
where efforts were made to save Bose’s life did not know him by face* 
Habibur Rehman knew him, but he got off the plane literally a few minutes 
before the crash landing* What was the reason for that ? The bomber 
was heavily overloaded. But there were other passengers in it and a lot 
of luggage. And how could Netaji who was accustomed to numerous servants 

i 

and personal guards be left without his adjutant ? Did he plan to cross 
the Soviet border alone ? 


In such a case can we assume that Bose was not in the plane which 
crashed in Taiwan on the 18th of August 1945. Could it be that the crash 
landing was pre-arranged and Rehman, knew about it and left the plane in 
tiTe p Put which nsrtv so cmningly organised that ? Were they Bose's 
friends - the Germans ? But at that time fascist Germany was plunged into 
defeat and ruin and leaders of the Third Reich hid - themselves as cockroaches 
in the cracks, committed suicide or were arrested and awaited trial. Were 
they Bose's patrons - the Japanese ? But Japan just before that announced 
its surrender and its Generals cared only about saving their skins. Does 
it follow that they were Russians ? But what on.earch could be their 
reason ? True, there were also the British- sworn enemies of Netaji. As 
is known, they had issued a warrant to arrest him. But they wanted Bose 
himself and not his double. However, there is a variant under which it would 
be convenient for the British to deal precisely with his double. We will 
discuss that varient later. 

Let us consider quite a simple question, dictated by common sense j 
What could be the reason for Bose's desire to go to the Soviet Union ? It 
is known that Moscow for many years demonstratively abstained from any 
contacts with him. ( Here also follows a natural question - Why ? ). And 
what could be the fate of the man who during the whole war had cooperated 
with fascists in the country which had first of all suffered from fascism ? 
Bose could admire "effectiveness and discipline" of the Nazis in the Thirties 
but by the end of the War he already knew about extermination camps and gas 
chambers in Europe, about genocide of Russians, Ukrainians, Byelarussians, 
Jews, about sufferings and tortures of peoples, enslaved by the Swastika. 
Could Bose expect a warm welcome in the USSR ? Of course, he could not. 

So, consequently he found himself in a Siberian camp", - again repeat 
those who stubbornly insist on "the Russian trace". Well, for God's sake, 
was Bose eager to get into a Soviet jail " . He, so to say, had an option, 
not necessarily in triumph. Probably, at first he would have had to stay 
there in hiding. But r in India he was adored and worshipped. And could 
the warrant to arrest, issued by British authorities, prevent him ? No. 

But there was another reason. And here we are approaching the main 
point which actually accounts for this note as a follow up of A. Raikov's 

article. The thins is '‘hat the editors of "Asia and Africa Today" -at the 


opportunity to acquaint themselves with material from the KGB archives 
which are in some way related to Subhash Chandra Bose* In our opinion, 
those documents induce one to take a new glance at the life and fate of 

the prominent figure of the Indian national liberation movement. We will 
discuss this subject in the next issue of the magazine. 
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My dear 



Issue No. 9/93 of the monthly journal 'Asia and Africa 
Today' appeared on the stands at the start of this week. It carries 
the second article on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose published recently 
by that journal. An English translation of the article is enclosed. 

The article bears out the comments of my note enclosed with Ambassador' 
letter No.MOS/AMB/853/93 of 2 July 1993. The concluding article, 
which may prove to be the most interesting one, would be carried in 
the next issue (10/93) of the journal and would be translated and sent 
to you once it is published. 





Yours sincerely, 


Dr. S. Jaishanker , 

Director (EE) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI. 





Ends : As above. 
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"Asia and Arica Today" 9, 1993) 

"Whom Subhash Chandra Bose fought against during Second World War years " 

By V. Touradjev 

"In the epilogue to A. Raikov's article J, Mystery of Subhash Chandra 
Bose's death" published in the previous issue of the magazine we informed 
our readers that we had got an opportunity to acquaint ourselves with 
materials from the KGB archives in some way connected with life and activities 
of that leader of the Indian national liberation struggle, an associate 
of Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. Referring for assistance to the 
Intelligence Service of Russia we wanted to find out whether at the very 
end of World War II Bose had really found himself in the Soviet Union 
and what had happened to him. Rumours that he did not die in the air 
crash in Taiwan and did manage to get to Moscow, that he was noticed in 
Siberian camps are actively circulating not only abroad but also here, in the 
country of victorious Glasnost (openness) and democracy. 

Last year Subhash Chandra Bose w Q s awarded the Bharat Ratna - 
the highest award of India, and in’ this connection arguments regarding 
his fate flared up with new force. 

So what really happened to Bose? Do the KGB archives contain 
an answer to this uestion? 

Documents which became available to the editors a* e very interesting, 
though they do not contain messages by fearless KGB men who would have 
reported as to how they had unscrewed nuts from an engine resulting in 
the crash of the airplane with Bose on board. Neither do they contain 
reports from Siberian camps which could have given rise to conjectures 
that Bose spent his last days right there. However, there is something 
in the materials from the XGB archives which would astonish not only Soso's 
Indian admirers. I realise the power of the information bomb which will 
explode on the pages of the magazine. For a long time I meticulously 
studied the documents received. They are old, the contained information 


is chaotic. But nevertheless only one conclusion can be made on their 
basis. For this we shall have to refer to the events which occurred 
over half a century ago, at the very beginning of 1941. 

With a forged passport 

By that time Bose finally fell out with M.K. Gandhi and J. Nehru 
and established his own party - the Forward Bloc. He continued with his 
extremely radical position against British colonial rule and stood up 
for an independent and socialist India. He was telling friends that his 
intention was to move to the USSR and with Moscow's help to develop an 
active struggle for the liberation of the passionately loved motherland. 
England was his enemy number one. In turn the British perceived him as 
a dangerous rebel. They repeatedly jailed him, and late in 1940 he was 
again arrested. Court proceedings against him were to start on the 27th 
January, 1941. But the trial did not take place either in January or 
later. Bose escaped. The circumstances of his escape are not known. 

But there is information about his subsequent movements. Early 
in 1941 he turned up in Kabul together with Bhagat Ram, an activist of 
the left party Kirti Kisan which was close to the communists. Very soon 
they established contact with the German and Italian Embassies and in 
short time telegrams flew to Berlin and Rome reporting that the leader 
of the Forward Bloc party. Subhash Chandra Bose, sought German patronage, 
requested to take him across to Germany and offered his services for a 
joint struggle against the British. 

Circumstances of Bose's advent in Afghanistan and steps he took 
there are extremely important for understanding further events, so we 
are narrating them in details. 

Thus, Bose arrived in Afghanistan and referred for help to the 
Germans and not to the Russians, and requested them to take him to Berlin 
and not to Moscow. Some sources, including Bhagat Ram, maintain that 
it was practically impossible to get in touch with the Soviet Embassy, 
whereas it was no problem for the Afghans, and consequently for the Indians 
to get access to the Germans. This is true. But in Kabul Bhagat Ram 
had a friend and reliable associate in the person of Uttam Chan , an owner 
of a small shop. Bhagat Ram owned a flat attached to that shop which 
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traded in gramophones and records of a famous British firm "His Master's 
Voice". Therefore, Uttam Chang knew a path to the Russians, but for some 
reason did not propose to Bose to use it. One may surmise that Bose anyway 
did not want to. 

% 

While giving evidence to an investigator in the Butyrskaya prison 
on January 20, 1946, Gans Pilger, the German Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
stated (quote from a rough copy of the record of evidence): "On arriving 
in Kabul Bose immediately approached me and subsequently Kuaroni (the 
Italian Ambassador), having stated that he is the leader of an Indian 
political party and that his party wages struggle in India against the 
British. Bose requested us to help him in emigrating from Kabul to Germany. 
I enquired from the German Foreign Ministry about that question, and they 
suggested that I should help Bose to leave for Berlin." 

The Germans sought cooperation of the Soviet Embassy. Nowadays 
this seems strange and even improbable, but let us recall that in 1939 
Moscow and Berlin signed two agreements which announced "friendliness" 
in Soviet-German relationship. However, that did not prevent them from 
being on the alert about each other. The appeal by German "friends" did 
not surprise Moscow. By that time Lubyanka (the KGB) had already got 
a message by its agent about "a certain Hindu who escaped from India to 
Afghanistan and found shelter wiiih "brewers". The Hindu was Bose, and 
as "brewers" KGB men designated German Secret Service men. 


"Brewers" wanted to airlift Bose to Berlin by a Soviet plane. 

That was Pilger' s request at his meeting with our Ambassador. He also 
promised that Italian instructors who worked at the Kabul airport would 
be able to place the Indian on board, in secret from Afghan personnel. 

But the Soviet side categorically opposed the plan. "Brewers" had to 
provide Bose with a forged passport in the name of Italian engineer Orlando 
Mazzotti, since the Italian allies were in the know of the story. Fearing 
that British agents might have the Indian revolutionary shadowed, the 
Germans requested issuing of a Soviet entrance visa to Bose in his absence. 

For this purpose our Embassy was specially visited by Pilger's assistant, 

He a a of Chancery of the German unoassy » Schmidt. On March 15, visa N 064032 
was stamped in the passport of Italian subject 0. Mazzotti which allowed 
him transit through the Soviet Union without the right to halt. The instructions 
regarding issue of the visa was given personally by Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs A.Y. Vyshinsky. 
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After three days, Bose accompanied by a staffer of the German 
Embassy, Wenger, left Kabul by car and on March 22, crossed the Afghan- 
Soviet border in the area of the Termez-Zaremba border control post. 

Alter that via Bukhara and Samarkand he sot out by train for Moscow and 
further - for Berlin, 
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During all that time neither the British nor the Indian press 
carried a single line about Bose. Half a year passed, and only then he 
suddenly became the topic of the day. It was indeed sudden as if somebody 
had given the command to start it. The row was incredible. Newspapers 
were headlined "Mysterious disappearance of Bose", "Bose mysteriously 
vanished", "Where is Subhash Chandra Bose?" etc. State officials, diplomats, 
journalists were racking their brains as to what could have happened to 
the Forward Bloc leader, how he had managed to escape and where he had 
been hiding himself. At last, on November 10, in Delhi while speaking 
to members of the State Council, Minister of Home Affairs Conrad Smith 
made a statement: 


"Since recently it has become known that Subhash Chandra Bose 
is either in Rome or Berlin in order to support the German invasion of 
» India by the method of the "fifth column". Leaflets have emerged in the 
country which leave no doubt that he has sided with the enemy." 

An analogous statement was made in London at the House of Commons 
by the British Minister for Indian and Burmese Affairs. Officials stated 
that they did not have any information as to how Bose had managed to escape 
from the colonial authorities. 

The "Times of India" put forward its own version. In its issue 
of 12 November, 1941 it published an article which hazarded a conjecture 
that Bose had managed to leave India by a Japanese ship and subsequently, 
via Soviet territory, reached Italy or Germany. 

The British Ambassador to Kabul having visited the Soviet Ambassador 
under some formal pretext, questioned him during the conversation as to 
. bet her he knew anything about Bose and whether the latter had been issued 
a visa for travel to Germany. The Englishman was of the opinion that 
Bose could have reached Berlin only via the Soviet Union or Iran. It was 
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stated to the British diplomat that the Soviet Embassy in Kabul did not 
possess any information about Bose, had had no contact with him and had 
never issued a visa to a person having that name. Formally that was true, 

for the visa had been received by Italian engineer Orlando MazzotLl. 


Mv enemy's enemy is my friend 

Thus, Bose found himself in Berlin where he launched an active 
anti-British campaign. Speaking on the radio, he wrathfully stigmatised 
British colonialism and urged the Indians to side with the "Axis countries" 
(Germany, Italy, Japan). He emotionally maintained that the military 
defeat of Great Britain would entail liberation of India from centuries- 
old humiliation and slavery. He started to organise his Indian followers 
into a new military political organisation - The Indian National Revolutionary 
Committee - which was assigned the task of forming combat groups under 
conditions of profound secrecy and of starting large-scale subversive 
operations against the British. 


Bose persuaded the Germans to make the Italians transfer to 
him Idian soldiers captured in Africa. Those soldiers were proposed to 
constitute a core of "Azad Hind Fauj" which, as conceived by the Netaji, 
would triumphantly enter the motherland under the national green-white- 
orange banner. The organisation. -'Free India" which he had set up in Berlin, 
practically performed in the eyes of its patrons the functions of "the 
Indian Government in exile" waiting for an opportunity to formally obtain 
this status and to receive international recognition. 


Bhagat Ram, Bose's friend and kindred spirit who had helped him to 
escape to Afghanistan, was the main, if not the sole channel of Bose's 
contacts with his followers in India. This personality is very interesting 
and worth examining closely. 


Having sent Bose to the Soviet Union, Ram shortly started to 

wor k for the Italians. On their instructions he made several trips 

to India and provided them with required information. The Italians were 

extremely happy. Intelligence data supplied by Bhagat Ram became a regular- 

feature of reports by the Italian secret service in Kabul. 
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However, German intelligence service were also alert about him, 
for they, naturally, had the detailed information about the valuable agent 
Kwaroni had managed to obtain. "Brewers" believed (it was actually suggested 

to them by Bose himself) that Bhagat Ram could become a connecting link 
between the Berlin Headquarters of the Netaji and his followers in India 
who were really regarded by the Nazis as the "fifth column". 

Meanwhile the Germans were thoroughly preparing for the invasion 
of the British colony. They well-groundedly considered that loss of "the 
Indian Pearl" would deliver a devastating blow to the British Empire. 

Directive N 32 by the German General Headquarters, dated 11 
June 1941 envisaged "continuation of the struggle against British positions 
in the Mediterranian Sea and in the Middle East by concentric offence 
which is proposed to be launched from Libya through Egypt, from Bulgaria 
through Turkey, and also, depending on the situation, towards the Trans- 
Caucasian region through Iran." The objective of that offence was to 
annex Iran, Trans-Jordan, Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Kuwait, South Arabia." 

Through Afghanistan, the Nazis planned to reach India, lay their 
hands on Indonesia, New Guinea, Borneo, Malaya, Singapore, the Islands 
of Oceania. 

That is why the Germans developed such active espionage and 
subversive activities in Afghanistan. Afghanistan was a springboard for 
their jump towards the East, and they set great hopes on Bhagat Ram. He 
was no stranger in the area of the Pushtoon tribes and had many friends 
in Afghanistan. Like Subhash Chandra Bose he did not conceal his anti- 
British views, announced his willingness to pay any price for achieving 
the main goal of his life - liberation of India from colonial oppression. 

Such a man could not but become an object of "brewers'" attention, who 
at first were embarassed only by the fact that he had contacted them on 
his own while helping Bose to shift to Berlin. The Germans badly needed 
Indian sources of information, reliable agents, arms depots, secret addresses. 
Having considered Bose and having checked him through their channels, 
they shortly offered him cooperation in the struggle against the common 
enemy - the British. Ram did not hesitate for long. In the long run the 
Oriental adage proclaims: "My enemys enemy is my friend". Besides in Berlin 
Bose was also vigorously developing work. Contacts with him could be exercised 
only through the Germans - Ram gave his consent. Having received a 

conspiratorial name of Rahmat Khan, Bhagat Ram became a secret agent of the 
German militarv intr>1 lioonm s n 1 T ' A i z ~ > * - ^ ~ • 
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Favoured by Fuehrer 
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The above-mentioned examination records made at the Butyrskaya 
prison in Moscow in 1945-46 are sufficiently indicative of the importance 

to the Germans of the "Subhash Chandra Bose-Bhagat Ram "linkage". But 

now I quote by Zugenbuller, a cypher officer of the German military intelligence, 

posted in Kabul under cover of the German trade representation. He said: 

"The German Government and intelligence bodies considered that the priority 
in activities of the German intelligence service in Afghanistan consisted 
in deepening work with Bose and Rahmat Khan." What was the concrete mani- 
festation of this? Zygenbuller clarifies: "Rahmat Khan was assigned the 
task of highlighting the political situation inside India on the basis 
of materials provided by the underground organisation which had been set 
up by Bose, gaining intelligence information about British military efforts 
in India, and of conveying instructions on subsersive activities against 
the British in India to Bose's organisation. For these purposes we gave 
to Rahmat Khan considerable amounts of money and two wireless sets. Materials 
handed to us by Rahmat Khan were highly appreciated in Berlin. The German 
Embassy in Kabul did not have any other channel of connection with Bose s 
followers in India. 

By the beginning of 1942, the Germans started practical prepara- 
tions for invading India. In February, Bhagat Ram was instructed to 
prepare and equip with all requisites the subversive groups which would 
be assigned first and foremost to disorganise work of ports along the 
whole sea coast of India, to arrange landing grounds for Japanese and 
German marines, to construct runways for aircraft of the German Air Force, 
to paralyze by acts of sabotage the defensive efforts of the British and 
to prepare the population for a rebellion against British rule. 

In his next instruction letter from Berlin, Subhash Chandra 
Bose ordered : 

1. Followers of Bhagat Ram are charged to send their representatives 

to areas contiguous with Afghanistan in order to persuade the tribes to 
rebel against the British authorities. The representatives should pledge 
to tribal chiefs 'o provide them with military equipment and to state 
that the programme of Free India envisages economic help to tribal population, 
their protection from enemy attacks and that nobody would encroach on 
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the independence and freedom of the tribes. The representatives should 
be authorised to make agreements with individual tribes. 

Bose requested to be kept informed about the results of the 
negotiations with the tribes and to specifically indicate those tribes 
with whom agreements on joint action against the British authorities were 
proposed to be concluded. 

2. To arrange a meeting with "Jamiat-al-Ulema" leaders, to convey 

to them Rashid al-Gilani's and the Mufti of Jerusalem's greetings, and 

to state that the time has come to stand up for the defence of Islam and 

the motherland, since, probably, there would be no other movement which 
might be so convenient for launching a struggle to liberate India from 
the British yoke. To ensure success of this struggle it is necessary 

to act jointly with Bose's followers. 

3. To check the audibility of the two short-wave broadcasting stations 

stationed in Germany (in Berlin). Those stations were to create the impression 

as if they had made broadcasts from Indian territory. 

4. To establish the location of the Germans who had been arrested 
in India and, according to Bose's information, had managed to escape, 

to get in touch with them and to'enlist their cooperation in activities 
against the British authorities. 

This letter, which also contains a long list of other instructions 
to Bhagat Ram, furnishes an idea of the large-scale subversive operations 
launched by Bose from Berlin. The Germans were undoubtedly very happy 
about this support on the part of Indians. Netaji was much favoured by 
hitlerites, the Fuehrer himself presented him with a golden cigarette-case 
decorated with diamonds. Bhagat Ram was also the object of attention. 

At a regular meeting with Bhagat Ram, Rasmus, a fixed-post German spy 
in Kabul, solemnly presented him with a German award. "Fuehrer is informed 
about you", confidentially said Rasmus to Bhagat Ram. 

One can imagine the German fury should nave they learn l lIiul 

the greatly important subversive and intelligence work which had been carried 
through "Subhash Chandra Bose-Bhagat Ram" linkage had cost them so much 
efforts, material and financial means existed only on paper. The thing 
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is that since middle of 194] Bhagat Ram had been cooperating with the Soviet 
intelligence and simultaneously had been a highly secret agent of the British 
Intelligence Service. And all detailed reports of Rahmat Khan on political 
developments inside India, on the system of British defensive facilities 
^ in that country, on construction of secret airfields for landing of German 
aircraft, on preparation of terrorist groups, on the — promoted by him and 
by other followers of Bose - determination of the Indian masses to rise 
in national rebellion against the British rule as soon as the Germans appear 
in the Himalayan foothills - all those reports by the "extremely valuable 
agent of the German military intelligence" were, to put it bluntly, a sheer 
fraud, a fake, which secret services designate as "misinformation". 


Bhagat Ram would receive Bose's instructions from Berlin (through 
Germans) and from Rasmus in Kabul, would leave for India through the zone 
of independent tribes, on having been lavishly supplied with directions, 
gold, money and espionage equipment, and then would return with reports 
on "accomplished work", prepared by Indian communists on the instructions 
of Moscow and by experts from MI-6, the British Intelligence. Since April 
1942 the British had operated against German secret agents in Afghanistan 
in close cooperation with the Soviet intelligence. 

Here, for example, is a letter sent by Colonel G.A. Hill, SIS 
representative in Moscow to his Rujssian colleague Colonel Osipov: 

Most Secret 

Moscow, 11th December, 1943. 

Re: Bhagat Ram. 

As you are aware, the Government of India has granted a safe- 
conduct to both Rasmus and Witzel of the German Embassy in Kabul who have 
been recalled by their Government to Germany. While their travelling arrange- 
ments will be subject to considerable delay, the disappearance of Witzel 
and Rasmus from Kabul scene has essentially altered the situation. The 
Government of India are by no means confident that Pilger will be able to 
handle Bliagal Ram without risk to the latter's safety. 
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Therefore the Government of India advise against sending Bhagat 
Ram back at present. Subject to approval by your Departments concerned, 

India proposes to send an interim report by a special messenger which will 
reply to questions asked by Chandra Bose. The report will also include an 
assessment of the situation which is necessary to correct any impressions 
which may have been created in Berlin by the joint efforts of Witzel and 
Bhagat Ram to the effect that the Central Committee is prepared to bring 
about a general revolt in India in the near future. 

I further beg to inform you that the Departments concerned in 
India have despatched a very long report dealing with various aspects of 
the Bhagat Ram affair. It is hoped that this report would reach Moscow about 
the 26th/30th of December when it will be immediately transmitted to you 
on receipt." 


I would not go into details of this document. I shall only clarify 
that Witzel who is mentioned in the letter was also a staffer of the German 
Intelligence looking after Bhagat Ram. 

Servant of four bosses 

Bhagat Ram established contacts with Russian agents in Kabul 
seven months after he and Bose had knocked at the door of the German Embassy. 
During that time Bose had successfully reached Berlin and Bhagat Ram on the 
instructions of the Italian and German intelligence services had made a number 
of trips to India. But the main event occurred on the 22nd of June, 1941. 

That day Germany attacked the Soviet Union - the circumstances which, according 
to subsequent confessions of Bhagat Ram, actually compelled him to persistently 
search for contact with the Russians. 

At first with the Chief of Russian agents in Kabul he told 
that he himself and his party Kisan Kirti, an advocate of communist ideology, 
were struggling against the British for a free and independent India. He 
informed that his elder brother, Ramhari Kishan, motivated by hatred towards 
the British had committed a terrorist act by assassinating the Government 
General of Punjab. For that he was hanged. Ills t«o other brothers - Jamnu 
Rass and Isher Rass were persecuted by the colonial adminsitration for 
revolutionary activities. However, today, proceeded Bhagat Ram with his 
story, fascist Germany became the main enemy of India and of the whole 
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progressive humanity* The mortal danger impending over the Soviet Union 
was also the mortal danger for India, since only the Soviet Union was able 
to help her in gaining independence. And Bhagat Ram offerred his services 
to the Soviets* having informed that he enjoyed full confidence of the Hermans 
ami Italians. Thus he became a Soviet agent under L he conspiratorial name 
of Ram, 


Following several months Bhagat Ram made a request to the Chief 
of Soviet agents in Kabul that the Russians should inform the British about 
his secret services in favour of the USSR. He explained his request by stating 
that now it was very difficult to conduct underground activities in India 
and even more difficult to prepare information for the Germans which would 
look reliable, but at the same time would not cause any damage to the anti- 
Hitler coalition. The Russian side agreed to the proposal and thus Bhagat 
Ram became a servant of four bosses - the Italians, the Germans, the Russians 
and the British. Which of them was he loyal to and who was deceived by him? 
Undoubtedly, he deceived the Germans and the Italians. But what his game 
was in the case of the Russians and the British is a very complicated question, 
and in order to get a reply it is necessary to carry out meticulous research 
of the documents from intelligence archives of a minimum of five states - 
Italy, Germany, USSR, Great Britain and India. 

However, we are interested not in Bhagat Ram, but in Subhash 
Chandra Bose. What on earth could take place? All his flaming passion of 
an Indian patriot, all his vibrant energy of an ardent revolutionary that 
Bose put into a dangerous, uncompromising fight with British oppressors. 

That was the main goal of his life. And when the World War started, he sided 
with Germany, Italy and Japan, He resolutely staked on the military defeat 
of the British. To see the freedom of his motherland he allied himself with 
fascists, believing that for the sake of a sacred cause one might make an 
alliance with the Devil himself, provided the Devil was willing to rout his 
enemies. From Berlin, the lair of Fascism, he conducted not only propagandists 
and ideological war, but also armed struggle against the dammned British, 

He conducted it leaning on Bhagat Ram who was the only agent through whom 
he was able to effectively and actively guide his supporters in India, And 
meanwhile his loyal and reliable assistant would handover Bose's messages 
to those damned British and would send to him in Berlin faked reports alleging 
that all India would be eager to receive her German and Japanese liberators 
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with outstretched arms. This means an entire failure of Bose s ambitions, 
of the titanic efforts by the Netaji and fascist secret services in the fight 
for India. 




Thus Bhagat Ram betrayed Bose, betrayed his cause. Did he? 
Don't be hasty with conclusions. Staying in Berlin and subsequently -in 
Singapore and Tokyo, Bose conducted a struggle not against Great Britain. 
He fought against Germany and Japan. 


(To be continued) 
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on the fata of this paraon 
that are available on data* 

CRASH XH MATSUTA HA 

Bow oould Subhseh Chandra Boas - a oontamporary of Jawaharlal Jfehru 

and elected Preaidant of Indian Rational Congress In 1939 and, feting tha moat 

■* * 

popular leader In India, heppep to be on board the plane ? Be repraaantad 
that majority faction of Indian nationalists, who argued for mustering 
support from the nation' * hoetHit/ , ’ - the Brifciah. During the Second World 
War, he mede a mistake by entioipefcing the vlotorjr of the fasolat elllenee 
and ran from India to Germany in 1941 and later managed to reach the teat 
In a submarine. In Burma, he became the head of the puppet Government of 
Tree India" and commanded the so-oalled Indian Rational Army (IRA) formed 
with the help of Japan, by recruiting Indian prisoners of war, Some 
divisions of thia Army took part in the armed attacV by the Japanese Army 
against the Indian town of Imphal. 

With the Japanese defeat, Boee'a position became week and the 
British Court prepared a severe aentanea on him for his alleged alliance 
with the enemy. At that point, aooording to versions of some researchers. 

Boas triad to aeek asylum In the Soviet Union and expected to get support 
there for Ms patriotic activity. Be could astutely forsee the craolra in 
relatione among the anti -Hi tier coalition and thought of taking advantage 
of It, The Japanese command In Burea offered him support in this and ha 

fc 

left for Mukden from Singapore in order to establish oontaetc with the 

% a " 

Soviets. The Matsuyama crash shattered this flight. Further developments 
were covered in Khsyealdas book, who happened to be in Teibe, 

Heavily wounded Bose, who fal^ unconscious, was removed to the 
hospital, where he died after eight in the evening despite intensive 
medical treatment including transfusion of blood, injections end sulphemide 
drugs. At tha time of hla demise, two Japanese doctors Toelml and 
Teuruta, Hablbur Rahman, interpreter Rekamura, and • Chinese nurae were 
present. Hevamurs recalled that immtidately after the lait breath of 
Bose, his aide Rahman bent on Me knees end prayed for e few oinutea with 
t*ar filled eyes. He tried to get the body of Bose transported either to 
Singapore or Japan. But the Japanese decided to cremate him immediately. 

The funeral eartmony took place on 22 August in tha praaence of Habibur 
Rahman, two Japanaas offioera and a Buddhiat pritet. Tha mortal ramalna 
of Bose ware than brought to Tokyo by Rablbu. Rahman, whare a aimilar 
oertmony was hald bafora keaping it in a Buddhiat tample, Renkoji, «ix 
kilomatrea from tha oantral part of Tokyo. 


- Subhash Chandra Boat, 


?//£ <rs~ 

Let ue examine all versions 
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"ASIA AND AFRICA TODAY " 

ISSUE HP, 8/95 

THE SECRET BSHIKP THE DEATH OR SUBHA3H CHAHDPA BOSE 

By A. RAJKOV, D.3o. (History, 

On 16th of August 1945, four deya after the Japanese Emperor 
had declared acceptance of the Postdam Declaration end of the feet of 
total capitulation, the Japanese twin engine fighter 97-11-Satti tooV 
off to Manchuria from Matsuyana airforce bea* in Taiwan. *11 twelve 
anti-craft machine gun* were removed from this fighter plane ae all 
military actions in this region ware called off. The firet pilot AOYAOX, 
who piloted thie flight vae aasiated by Major TaVizawt, 

There were el together 11 passengers on board ineluding the Chief 
of Staff of the Burmese Army commend Lt. General Sidei, eight more 
Japanese military offloera and two Indian nationals. 

As this flight wsa heavily leaded, it could take off with great 
difficulty from the run-way. Soon ‘after the departure, the left propeller 
followed by the left wing engine fell apart end the ere ft took a ateep 
tilt to right and crashed on the ground, despite desperate effort* by 
the pllofca. Both pilot Taklsawi and the General, who eat on the front 
aeete died. The peeiengera remaining < alive had to come out practloally 
through tha flame*. Among them, there were two Indians - prominent 
leader of the Indian freedom movement, Subhaah Chandra Boat and hi a 
aide Hablbur Rahman. Bose received serious burns and facial wounds. 

Pia aide helped him to get out of the burning clothes and laid him at 
tha grass. 

Evidence of H. Rehman on this mishsp has been published on a 

* 

number of occasions in the Indian prase and in other literature , Later, 
it was further el abort ted by e Japanese journal let, Tetauo Khayeeita in 
hie book, which carries a complete liet of names end addressee of those 
who remained alive, nevertheless, the feot of the crash continues to 
he a mystery for many people. 

It may be said without any cMggeretLon that, this tragedy has 
evoked great attention among wide circles of the Indian public. If 
because one of tha undisclosed mysteries of the last deya of the Second 
World Wsr end tumud to be the subject of considerable 1 iterative. Now,. 

48 yean passed end this issue has retained not only ltc acuteness 
but eleo acquired inoraeied ralevanc*. In this connection, our country's 
name la incraatingly mentionad. Nobody bothara about tha fat* of the 
Japanese General end officer*. Researcher* end polltioiene only foou* 
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V s TIj# first n«w* about the demise of 3oe» wan oonveyed V Japanese 

Itadio on 20 August and on 77 August, It was officially oonfiWDed. 

This tragic nave raally itunnad tha Indians and thousands of 

soldi sro cf th® ISA In Burma perceived tha demise of Boss as thair personal 

fragedy. In India iteeif, hi* compatriots, who had ccss to knaw a lot 

about Boss in Burma and Malaya through the media, and highly regarded him, 

« 

were shocked by tha news of his death. But, tha atmosphere started changing 
quickly. Tha issue around tha delayed information on the crash was 
raised for debate, though it was assy to explain tha ohaos and confusion 
which prevailed at that time in a country which fought a lost battle and 
awaited foreign occupation. It was widely believed that tome secret had 
been hidden and It wss felt that there was something behind the disappearance 
of Bose. Even, H.K, Gandhi stated : "I am deeply convinced that Subhssh 

Sabo ( in Bengali - Mr.) is alive". 

■ * 

PBELIHTMABY RESEARCH 




* 

Indians were not the only one* who evinced interest in this 
incident. The British Government wee concerned by the faot that thousands 
of Indiana joined litA, the popularity of whloh wee high as a fighter for 
freedom, end so ue f ■■■?! o rganlse a show-down legal prosecution against 

the leadership of IN* , primarily against Boss, An arrest warrant was 

* 

signed end issued. Two special groups, consisting of offloers from the 
Intelligence Service, led by rinn end Davie were appointed for investigation. 
The Davis group visited Saigon, from where the plane with Bote on board 
took off for Teibey. Later, it went to Taiwan, The Finn group made a 
••rise of Inquiries in Bangkok. Both, Finn end Davie prepared reports on 
their investigations which were never published. But there is one very 
interesting fact which allows one to judgs the results achieved t as e 
result, the arrest warrant on Bose was revoked. Obviously, one can suppose 
that convincing evidence of the death wss rscsived. 

0ns mors parallel investigation was oondvetad by the Director of 
Anglo-Indian Military Intelligence under General McArthur in Tokyo, which 
gave a similar report. One should not ignore a detailed documentary 


compilation ".Turning Tiger* bye Service Offioer M. Toys, which covered 
ins entire activity of Bose between 194 1-1945- This book wes released In 
London in 1959 end was highly evaluated toy experts. Toy questioned 

the death of Bose, 
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Soon, the Indian aid* also started lta own investigation. Th* 
popularity of Bom In India and especially In Bengal (hot up to lta peak. 
Tent of boots on him and on hit INI para publiahad - selective and eollaotad 

* * a 

works, speeches of Boss, »e;sciPiS by close contemporaries of Bose, 
collection of documents on the activity of "Pree India* In Burma wars 
publlahsd. In that atmosphere, e cast against thraa detained off loans 

of THA was lost and tha British Court did not avtn dare to aantanoa then 

* 

and therefore, released than, 

Tha Indian public has virtually craved for confirmation of rumours 
that Boa* was alive. Recently launched Indian agendas like Tret Press 
of India* and *Kaws Service* have sent their correspondent Rarln Shah to 
Taiwan, and for this visit , the founder of these agencies Sadanand could 
menage to gat personal Invitation from Chieng Kalshek. Two eon temper* rise 
of Bose - A.K.R. Rambler, who was In Oarmany with Me and A.K. Tyar - who 
was In Bures , travailed along with Rarln Shah. 

The Indiana worked very thoroughly. They queatloned a number of 
•ya-witneeaes and others, majority of whom were of Chinese nationality, 
wltnais to those events. They were,eoitly workers of the hoipltal where 
Boat died, as well as officers of the Bureau of Health and Hygiene of falbel 

Evidence waa eolleeted even froe the Jepaneae witnesses who 
remained In Taiwan after its Independence from Japanese occupation. Rarln 
Shah photographed the woet important wltneaaea as well as doouwente, for 
example, Soee'e death registration certificate, the unearthed Tslan Pieha, 
e Chinese hoapltel Mater, who told him the most disconcerting phreie In 
ell hie investigation* t "Re died here, I wee by Mi aide*. Rarln Shah 
wrote later that th* alitar'a words pvt him and Me fellow-men in • dais 
close to delirium, "we looked at her si if we were In e trance", 

m 

The Indiana followed Boat'* l*et journey from the hoapltel bed to 
the crematorium, while still searching for ell those who eeoompenied him 
on this Journey right down to the Cnines* crematorium uerker, Chu Taung, 
who did do a cremation on tha 2?nd of August at 6 o'clock In the evening. 
Karin Sheh examined the chamber, holy for every Indian which wee used 
only once in 1945 as It wee meant for tall, stalwart people, and Bose 
was definitely not one such man. 

invariably, ail witnesae# questioned alluded to tha fact that 

Boee end let*r hie body wee eeoompenied by a tell Indian with e bandaged , 
arm end a cut on the feoe. That wee Heblbur Rahman, All the facte that 
Hsrln Sheh received, linked up v. He made a statement that "no 
contradiction* had been uncoyered as ooncerna the fete of Boee'e body". 


CONTRADICTORY FACTA 



All the came. It true that some contradictions are not all 

that substantial. For example, a disparity exist* In naming the actual 

time of Seas'* death. The hospital lister* Taian Pish* stated that death 

©ccurad at 11 o'clock in the evening. T* Halsida - after 6 in the 

evening. B.* Rahman - at 9 or 10 In the evening, the Taibel University 

* 

Profdasor K.S. Bel - at 1.50 in the afternoon, end in the death certificate 

preserved In the crematorium records, the ties of deetb hea been moved 

up to 4 o'clock In the afternoon of 19th August. More so. the cause of 

deeth hat bean meed as heart-attack . Barin Shah did not fix Me 

attention on theea contradictions and remarked only that Boas's death 

certificate had been "carelessly drawn up". 

Facta about Bose's lest word* also arouse Interest. Uabibur 

Rahman published Boss's last message to his fellow countrymen i "I have 

fought till the very and for India's freedom and now give up »y life for 

this goal. By countryman 1 Carry-on this struggle . Vary soon India 

will he free. Long Live Free India 1 " Thla is the very neittge that 

an eoinent leader should give to his people. 

But totally different words • "My Ores tings to Cowindir 

Terauti" • are stated in the report of the 4th Division of the Asian 

Department of the Japanese Ministry of External Affaire, published In 

1956 and wholly davotad to Boat's viait to South East Asia from 1945-45. 

with the purpose of making evident that Japan rendered Me all poselbla 

assistance. "These were hla last words" - says ths document, And 

finally, according to the evidence of the hospital slater Tslan Piaha. 

hia last words were the following t "A calm death. I die with peace," 

+ * 

i Whan together with Serin Shah, one goes over his book. "Verdict 

from Formosa" end the last pages of the drama in Talbal opan. it la 

impossible to believe that wt art reading ef eomeonee devilish thoughts. 

the purpose of which was to cover one's tracks and hide the truth. Evan 

the Japanese Metav Oabl whom Harin Shah not quite unexpectedly In the 

University Bospitsl. Informed that hit brother, a military police 

official. Nseenori Nagaki, recounted to his the eetaitrophe at the 

aerodrome and of Boas' a death, and that he was accompanied by another 

# * 

Indian with a woundfd arm. 

It la impossible not to mention one othar supposition. If one 
were to assume that the catastrophe had not taken piece and that a 
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secret *gr#'rm#nt of some kind nliti, which for torn* rsaeon concern* the 
Japanese, thsn why ihould th* hunts* personnel of th« hospital and 
crematorium confirm th* foot of Bo**' a death 1 After all, whan Harln Shah 


?laitad Taiwan, Taiwan was already fra* of Japan*** power and th* Chin*** 
,#► had no on* to fsar. 

In 1947 an ioportent seating took plae* between Sarin Shah end B. 
Rahman. As « result of a length; dleouation that they had, Harln Shah 
cam* to the conclusion that hi* *nswer* "totally confirmed ell th* facts, 
that had been collected by ae fro* important wltnetaes in Poncoaa". In 
the end of 1948 or In the beginning of 1949 • he »*t with Sosa's brother, 
Sarat Chandra Boae, only to quickly start that whatever the fate ney be, 
hla feelings would never allow him to accept that hie brother was dead. 

It ia to be mentioned that Sarat Chandra Boa* did not atat* any raasenabl* 
or logical arguments for justifying hi* stand and was only guld*d by 


amotions. 


Sarin Shah also met with th* outstanding l*ad*r of .the Indian 

s 

national Congrtsa, Vallabbhai Fatal, who did hot hav* th* leaet doubt that 

m 1 

Boa* had died. However, Harln Shah's book on th* lnvsatigatlons conducted 
by him could not be printed for th* next 10 years and was published only 
in 1996. Mot hiding hi* insulted feel Inga, Harln Shah wrot* that though 
ha was th* only Indian to visit Taiwan immediately after th* war and to 
oollaot convincing evideno* on th* elrcuostanoea surrounding Bose's death, 
a conspiracy of silane* was organised around this Issue* When after his 
investigations Hsrln Shah was preparing to lsava Taiwan, h* received a 
telegram from th* h**d of the Sadanand Agency which well Illustrate* th* 
attitude in Tndi* toward* th* news concerning Boa* t "If you say that h* 
la dead, than this is no news. If h* Is sllvs, then 00 ** back by any 
method, hire a plans". 

In 1947, India gained Independence, In those happy, thrilling 
and at th* earn* time vary troubled years, the question of Bote’s fat* 

1 I 

somewhat lost its intensity * Proa 1949 till 1990, no Indian appsared at 
th* tempi* of Rsnkojl to honour the distinguished Indian leader. Th* 
modestly drssssd Buddhist monk was th* only carstsksr of the urn of his 

sshss. ^ 

THI TREASURE SUITCASES 

But soon sftsr the proclamation of the Indian Republic, th* 

situation began to Chang*. In Hay 1990 th* h**d of th* Indian Diplomatic 

* 

Mission in Japan, K.K. Chettiysr, paid th* tampl* a viait, iftar whioh 




Indian* began to appear there regularly. And by the yaar 1955 , on 18th 

t H « 

n Auguat, tha day of Boat's death, a memorial aervica waa bald there, which 
was attandad by prominent Japan**# personalities othar than Indiana. Alao 
present wane tha widow of tha Japanese. premier Todrio and four general*. 

It was than that there &1 so began to surface acae not to unimportant 

facts and dataila that had earlier not interested anyone* These oonoaro, 

* 

in particular, the issue of Jeyels, found In Sosa's euitoaaea. It became 
known that two of them contained approximately 140 kg, each of gold Jewell ary - 
rings, bracelets, chains, necklaces, aicrifloca made by the Indian 
population living in the Japanese occupied oountrlea for the needs of the 
THA and Bote's leadership , Hablbur Rehman stated that on the very next day 
after Bote's death, he had enquired of then fro® the Japanese officials. 

He waa informed that the aircraft bad burnt along with lta cargo contents, 
but that some a»e!l amount of Jewellery had been saved, Belaid* wrote that 
all the Involved personnel did everything to fulfill their duty, to collect 
end preserve ell the valuables and now ( the book was published in 1964) 
they ere "a contribution to Indo-Japinese friendship". . 

Actually, however, things look different. The Jewels were collected 

with the help of a few tent of people, who oovered the alts of the catastrophe 

v with sand* after whloh the gold and Jewellery were put into a big Jerry-can 

and seal ad. But Sablbur Rahman was handed ovar ■ wooden bex with tha 

valuables in addition to the broken seat. They weighed in all only 11 Kgs, 

and everything had been damaged by fire. Uter, this box was kept under 

the ear* of the President of the League of Indian Independence, Kuril, In 

Tokyo, who on ?4 September 1951 handed it over to the Indian Mission in 

Tokyo, after which it waa delivered to Delhi end placed in the State Museum. 

* 

It is Interesting to not* that Bose's gold cigarette ease with 
diamonds, a present to him by Hitler, waa preiervad. 

In apit* of all tha investigation* and evidence from eye-wltneaaea, 
the belief that Bos* had not died and that the story of the ln-alr 
catastrophe was cleverly fabricated, continued In India. 

A new attempt to reach for the truth was undertaken. The Director 
of the Bureau of Information of the Government of Bombay State, 3. A. Iyer, 
who in August 1945 himaelf saw Boa* off at 'the Saigon airport and who latar 
ic Tbk^O; where he met H. Rahman in late May 1951, again sat off for 
Japan to *• to convince himaelf that the air oraan T*»*b$* hti really 
taken place. Apparently, tha Mat important event for him were the meetings 
with tha surviving aviation Colonel Ranogakl end Army Captain Aral* They 
confirmed the svidenee collected by V* Rahman, already known to him* 
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On ths 15th of September 1951 » hs wsa lnv _ rl*s Minister 

■ -* # * 

Jswshtrlel Mehru for discussions, to whom hs showed photograph* and 



s 


document* that h* had collected apd which had baan algnad by Japan*** • 
"I don't have th« least doubt that tha ashes that sir* in tha temple of 
Senkojl in ToVyo • ara indeed the ashes of Ketsjl", - stated 3. A. lyar. 
A r-asus* of hie report to the Prlmo .Minister was presented bsfor* th* 


Indian Parliament. 


However, as before, these evidences were not bells vsdi and wide 
circles of Indian society demanded official inveatlgatlons. The Government 
was compelled to yield end on 5th April 1956, e epeclel eemmittss to etudj 
the facts concerning the lest period of Boss's life was constituted, "as 
public opinion demanded that ell the facta ba studied and then medt public". 
Its composition was oarefully prepared. First of all it Included Subheah 
Chandra Bose's elder brother - Sureah Chandra Boat. The Coosittee also 
consisted of Shah Nawsa Khan, th* IMA Major General end tha then ferllaoentary 
Secretary for Transport end Hallways. R* literally worshipped Boss, as 

m * 

his memoirs published in 1946 MVe clear. 

Th* third Bsober of the Committee was 8.N. Meitre, the Chief 
Coamiesionsr of the Andeeien end Mlcober Tslends, that were occupied by 
Japanese troops and later "handed over" to Bose'e leadership. 

The Committee worked under difficult conditions, being subject to 
the atrongest of pressures. It immediately wet with conflicting avideneaa 
which did not at all help objective Investigation*. A member of tha 
Leglslatlva Assembly of Madras State, M. Thevar, made soot sensational 
statements that ba had recently med* oontaet with Boa*. However, th* 
ParllaBentarian refuted to produce any documents or share any secrets with 
tha Busbars of the Committee, Th* Committee's attention was drawn to 
Bose's instructions, supposedly given by hi* to hie oomredes-in-eres, to 
go underground end be in aonteot with hi* on radio. Such attempts wars 
indeed sad* in Bangkok in th* 10 days after Boss'* departure but without 


aucces*. 


The member* of tha Committee conducted laborious investigations 
In Delhi, Bangkok , Saigon end Tokyo, having interrogstsd 67 witnesses 
including four of th* six eurvlving Japanese officer*. In its report, 
the Committee etated that it did not receive eny evidence directly 

firming Pose's death. 

From th* photograph, printed after hit death with Ml feos covered, 
it ws* impossible to identify him, though H. Mehmen (. in th* photograph, 
•tending next to him) explained thet Bose's Ties was vary swollsn snd 
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wai also diefigured by out* and wounds. At that time, Rahman lived In Pakistan, 
but hla testimony was received by tba Committee. 

Tha Committee could not vieit Taiwan dua to ebaenee of diplomatic 

rsletiona batwaen Indie and the Kuowintaag- Government, but it took into account 

tha finding* of the investigation carried out by Hsrln Shah. ' The Committee 
noted that It had got testimonies on Sosa* a death from persona of different 

I 

nationalities who had not beeir in touch with each other and therefore, any 
agreement between them was ruled out. Thus, there waa no reason to doubt 
the fact. A report by the Committee emphasised that Boss's remains ley in 
the temple of Renkojl in Tokyo and should be shifted to Indie to erect a 
memorial osar them at a proper venue. 


ADVANTAGE TffEHI 


However, not all members of the Committee agreed with those findings. 
Boas' ■ brother Sureah refused to sign the report and submitted an alternative 

teat casting doubts on the Committee's findings. In this connection that 

■ 

pert of the report le noteworthy whfch seta forth eoniidaratlons by the 
authors regarding those who do not believe in Boae'e death* Such people 
can be divided Into two groups. The first one comprises members of Base's 
family who bailer# that he la olive, out of oontaot with any Indiana and 
would appear In India when be finds It aaeasaary. Bose's relative* are of 
the opinion that the Japan#*# Government helped Mm to go into hiding and, 
as for Rehmen'a testimonies, on* should not attach any importance to them 
since he la bound by an oath. An official report by the Commissioner 
rejected this argument on the ground that Japanese testimonies are confirmed 
by representative# of other nations. Besides, If B. Rahman It bound by an 
oath, this la not tha case with the Japfneaa, who simply have no reasons 
to lie. Let ue add to this that under the condition# of the Cold War 
when Japan beeams a US ally and when antagonists uaad any facta for 
conducting a propagandists war, it would hava bean vary advantageous 
for Japan and the Vest to spread information .that Bose had reached Mukden, 
crossed the Soviet border and wai apparently being kept in prison. That 
would hava bsan 1 very advantageous thame, promising tham a let of benefits 
from varied points of view. Thera could hava been individual Japan*## 
aeger to use the aeneetional material to further their own and*. However, 
nothing like that happened, fh* import ctrscsc* that tha second group 
■ticks to the opinion thet Boa# hae bean seen by aome people, that from 
time to time he turn# up in different plaeaa, for instance. In Shins. The 
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•othop of e bpochur* published fn India argued that initially ftoae had been 
a Russian priaonar, later - a Oenarsl of the Chineae Army and aubaequentiy 
a member of the Mongolian trade union delegation to Chine. Some people 

even atated that thvy have seen ftosa among Hagaa fighting against Indian 


troop a. 


In spite of the fact that the official eommittee of 1956 carried out 
a lot of worV end collected numerous pieces of evidence on Boee'a death, 


lte report was considerably devalued by Boee'a brother's refusal to algn 


tha document, hie rejection of the very thought of Bose's death end 
submitting of the text of his own findings, Tnie qircumatance ■ only multiplied 
three who doubted the feot of Bose' a death in 1949, The number of 
conjecture* about his possible feta increased. The prevailing version was 
that Boas was in the Soviet Union. The Indian Government wei repeatedly 
presented with denande that it should conduct another investigation. In 
December 1967, about 750 Indian MBs Bent t memorandum to the Indian President 
insisting that explorations should be carried out In oooperation with the 
Government* of Japan and Taiwan. ^Nothing but such an Invastlgatlon would 
aatlsfy the public opinion and would dissipate the mystery of the Jfetaji", 
aaid tha meseege. In June I960, a prominent Indian hlatorlan Samar Guha 
•tsted at a preaa oonferenoo that "a naw tnveetigatlon of tha Hetaji'a 
mystery la our national duty". 

After • delay of two more year#, the Indian Government waa evantually 
Induced to appoint by an ordinance of 11 July 197P a commiasion consisting 
of one member - p.D. Khoala, a retired Judge who earlier heeded the Supreme 
Court of Punjab. He was entrusted with the mission to "explore ciroumetancea 
related to the disappearance of Retaji Subhssh Chandra Bose in 1945 and 
subsequent events". By that decision the Government Itself questioned 
the findings of the 1956 Committee. 

O.D. Khoala accomplished the nieelon. Ke published records of 
examination of all major witneiiaa who tried to prove that Boat had not 
died in a craah landing snd indicated numaroue eontrad lotions in thair 
testimonial. "We ahould reooncile ouraelvei to the fact of Me daath and 
•ealr consolation In the thought thet he died ardently serving hia motherland", 
he wrote in the report, maintaining furthar that it wee time to abandon all 
doubts regarding the death of the outstanding politician. 


A CLUE 


At a result of the Investigation yet enother boob waa publlahad in 
India, But the eltuation did not change in the least. Prom time to time 
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th* Indian preaa published sensational reports of ■ moat incredible eharaetar. 

A furora waa created by tha rapork that one Sadhu in Shaulmarl Ashram, VEat 
Bangal mi ldantlflad aa Boa*. tha foot having baan confirmed by many of 
his associates. A tudden disappearance of tha Sadhu seemingly prof ad tha 
rnppanf.njiaa nf tha auraiaa. Th* paport via especially intriguing it on* 

&olhi taxi dpi tap stated that he nad *een Boas in that dlagulaa. Th*pa 
Map* alao testimonies that is* had baan aasn in Rangoon drassad as a Burmese 
priaat. An explanation aa to why ha »*a In hiding vaa alio suggested : 
it waa eilagad that hia personality auatalnad changae, ha had loat hit . 
memory and waa avan unaware that tha war waa ovar. 

But atlll tha ooat popular waa tha varaion according to which Boca 
waa ataylng In our country. Tha data available on that acora night ba 
divided into two groupe. According to tha firat ona. Boca wn wtlconad in 
Moscow aa an honourable parson. Sonabody taatiflad that on December 94. 1956 
Bose had baan reoelved in the Kremlin. Other* maintained that Boss had been 
aaan in a Siberian camp. Former HP, Dr. Saty* Harayan Sinha told O.D. Khoal* 
that this had bean conveyed to him by a oartaln Russian Officer Kus1ov(K1*1qv?). 

Tha fate of th* Swedish diplomat Raul Vallanbarg greatly atlrrad 
up interest for th* latter varaion. 

"Echo of th* Planet* Magatlna ( Bovaober 77. 1997) publlahad a wall* 
founded article by A. Vinogradov titled "Life and death of Kataji Boat" * the 
firat ona exploring this subject in our press. Tha article contains a 
number of faots which indicate that, after th* Second World War. Boa# seemed 
to stay in th* Soviet Union. But alnc* It adduoaa no indisputable document , 
tha article unfortunately, can only add to tha long list of Indian publications 
of th* cams Wind. The author is tuppTemcntad with a remarkable 

editorial not* which vary cautioualy aaya that "Moaeov la quit* wall 
Informed about the rail state of thing*, more than this, th* relevant 
document ia available". Unfortunately, it is impoaaibl# to undaralaod 
why praolialy it meant by "the real itatt of thing*" and to what that 
document "relate*. The reference wad* to "reliable aourcaa* ia astonishing 
too. In th# epoch of opanneie w# have got accustomed that our Journalist* 
do not eonossl thing* they know. % 

Th* author of th# article has at hi* disposal * alngl* reliable 

* , H 

document pertaining to th# subject - * latter by th* "Main Archive# Department 
of the Foreign Ministry of th# iibdu which ways ;^.st ths archies cf tha 

Foreign Mlniatry contain no document# on eontaota batwaan Soviet diplomat* 

and Boa*. 1 

However, there are **ny other archive* in our country. Probably they 
contain a olu# to th# myatary of Subhaah Chandra Boa*. 
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* ggcgsam CTTLQout 


By V. TQUHADJEY 


Probebly, until recently only experts knew ibout Chtndre Bos* in 
cup country, though he is quit* an •'ex.traorciiriery figure. Sosa is not 
only * prominent politician . H* li t remerkeble, but In many aspects also, 
a centroveraial personality, a nan whose Ilf* end fit* are wrapped up In 
a shroud of es.ny legends and mysteries. On* of the oyst«rl*s i* aonn*ct*d 
with our oountry. Many In Indl* and not only in India, ar* atlll confident 
that at th* very and of th* Ver, Ketaji found himself in the Soviet Union, 
wh*r* hie traces war* lost. 

Th* above artlel* by A, Baikov who has b«*n for a long tin* angag*d 
in profound studies on India a**tca to give a well-grounded answer to this 
question. Indeed, serious scholar* do not look for aenaatlona and do 
not question th* feet of Subhash Chandra Bose's death in August 1945. 
Document* and testimonies quoted by A, Reikov, convincingly proved 

But atil...,. still doubts remain. 

Vinogradov's article publithed in "Echo of the Flanet* eaya that 
Babibur ftehman who accompanied Bote in his last flight got off from th* 
plane in Taiwan end thus became net • victim, but a witness to th* crash 
landing. However, the fact! quotad by A. Raikov are indicative of a 
different thing. Hablbur Rahman was near Netajl when th* bomber ereahed, 
having lest it* left engine, end both of them had to get out from under 
the debris through' the flames. All those who were helping both Indiana 
in those dramatic hours aaw Hablbur Rahman's bandaged hand and burnt face, 

a 

The discrepancy is very serious. If A. Vinogradov la right/ and 
he lean* on materials from th* Indian press) then th* version about 
Ketaji'a double or, at least, about a man who pretended to be Subhaeh 
Chandra Boas, la possible. Japanese offioere who flaw with him in th* 
plane, ai well te Chinese personnel of th* airport end in Teibei Hospital 
where efforts were made to save Boat's lift did not know him by face. 
Hablbur Rahman knew him, but he got off th* plane literally * few minute* 
before th* creeh landing. Vhat was the reason for thet T The bomber 
was heavily overloaded. But there were other passengers in it end e lot 
2 - VJgs*?*. And how could Hetejl who wse accustomed to numerous servants 
and personal guard* be left without hi* adjutant T Did he plan te crass* 
the Soviet border alone ? 


In sveb n c»e« o*n «* eaaume that Peas was net In the plan* wMeh 
crashed in Taiwan on th« 18th of August 1945. Could it be that the 3 rash 
lending waa pmrirranead and Rahman, Ifni* about It and lift tho BlsnO in 
time 7 But which party ao cunningly organised that ? Were they Bose's 
friends - the Germans ? But at that time fesclat Germany waa plunged into 
defeat and ruin and leader* of the Third Reich hid ’'themselves aa cockroaches 
in the cracks, committed suicide or were arrested and awaited trial. Wars 
they Bose 1 i patrons - the Japanese ? But Jepan Just before that announced 
its surrender and its Generals cared only about saving their skins. Does 
It follow that they were Ruaaiana ? But whet on eareh could be their 
reseon 7 True, there were also the British- sworn enemies of Ketaji. As 
i« knuon, Ujoj Ii*iJ leeuml ■ «aiW6i',t to erreat him. But they wanted Bees 
lilsnlf mij aim t Mi Jidtls. nsutvsr, thsr* Is a variant under ufclefe it ueuld 
be convenient for the British to deal preoisely with his double. We will 
discuss that variant later. 

Let us conalder quite a simple question, dictated by common sense t 

What eould be the reason for Bose'S desire to go to the Soviet Union 7 It 

la Imeim that Meaeow for »ony years demonstratively ahatelned f mm any 

contacts with him, ( Bare also follow* a natural quaation - Why 7 ), And 

what could be the fate of the men who during the whole war bad coopera tad 

with faaolata in the country which had first of all suffered from faeolare 7 

ruin* Haul A alnlri "affaativintll mi l&i«lDlln* n or rne iitii in rna Tnlrrle* 

but by the end of the War he already knew about extermination camps end gas 

chambers in furopa , about genocide of Russians, Ukrainians, Byelorussians, 

Jews, about suffering* and tortures of peoples, enalavsd by th* Swastika. 

Could Bos* expect a warm walaome in the USSR 7 Of course, he could not, 

* 

So, consequently he found himself in e Siberian camp", - again repast 
those who stubbornly insist on "the Russian trace" • Well, for God'* take, 
was Bose eager to get into a Soviet jail ", He, to to say, hid an option, 
not neeeeaaruy in triutnpn. Rrobebly, at first he ewvio neve hed to etay 
there in hiding. But 'In India he waa adored end worshipped. And could 
the warrant to erreat, issued by British authorities, prevent him 7 Ro. 

But there waa another reason. And her* w* are approaching th# main 

point which actually pooounta for this note as a fnllow up of At Reikov’a 
article. The thing la that the editors of "Asia end Africa Today" got the 


1 14 i 

opportunity to acquaint themselves with material from the rob arenires 
uhiab are In lose way related to Subhesh Chandra Bcee. Zn our opinion* 
those documents induce one to take e new glance at the life and fata of 
tht prominent figure of the Indlert national liberation movement. We will 
discuss this subject in the next issue of the *agaaine. 
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Repeated : JS(EE) / . US(EE) 


Continuation mylet mu£/PGL/ 3 0 3/2 /9 3 of 19 November 1993. 
Issue No. 10/53 of the monthly journal ’Asia and Africa Today 1 
has just been released. It contains the third and final article 
on Netaji Subhas Chandra Scfle ( titled "Against whom did Subhash 
Chandra Eose fight during tha Second World War"). To*t in 
Russian is enclosed. English translation is being dona on a 
priority bcioiQ and will be faxed to you very shortly. 
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B IVJlbl BTOPOfi NMPQBOft BOflHbl 


e> TYPAflJKP 


B fKupe 1954 ran i 101-» 
imawy KT5 nocTyrawo xotoe 
j'w6t*oc noco&Me. H« imipo- 

KM, ttUKTU^HQ OOCTMWKTMpOlXKHOM 

unemiouteu weviypKwe 
fl OH ecagt i . ran4?poM)tt mtcwu, rr* 

MrpDAOL (UMPrt*p*»*fU n T, n, 

HQt apQfttOtotttXUW CCCTtUKH- 

rad «gnr«ciO(fl o foop ja cupmt- 

#T CStTGStMSXMU EapTKHJ TOTO, 

npoiw LVU' rrai* 
P&saa* o«*wuk$w e wppmopHu 
At&trcsnea tt uax?m k i raw rro- 
p» J*yOS*5 ftO&tOt, cue, HJCXVEH «*>- 

csfea taa&&f oprtHix 6e»f»ci*«- 
tf yjpwcfe MArpaxiooim newpw- 

izpo ffw p a ffim frr fc , np<utOT>p*?*m H*- 

^.issssess saagwK oossaw* 5 p*cr 

hjGjobu C p e jg oi Jbut uotpoxoN 



cent AKMpettoKHut rpjTm, rrpo«$*- 
iiwercottreppoimeniMcwa crpttoi, 

nJbua cwajtoH 097x10, zoncnKpi* 

thihux Eupnip, pmhoctikukR, na*- 
rwiwaa nujoti*$idl 6« natanac*. 
qoexora, ^wkahcoaoto h Texwnecxo- 
n? tHj*crm*w*X afoepOftexcA *re«- 
irpu. 

IttpUUMXUU > fttttt Ofaopft, H* 
Korojs <m yincTun jperra * com 
coBoraaa npoipfteatoHmKUs po- 
ftWWKOS, pserWMHO 06 O&mtpKia 
nnutu rupMiMctcoro rr^pxaott * 
Kh^XJO, O TQM, EU HWUU ITUTUOtCk 

hoimmomtl 1 im usffltx NHntflcioa 
rautflut, 1 ncnwcm Cjrtoa Hwapy 

EWs st Pun. 

tTSSi «v^9, asj£s«s 

KOOfifcrtJtOCO fnfiHOTO IMCi&tl, lOTO- 

poe wiwnw he uhewujmux* m- 

TtXTMKMft pOMIB, 09irfl*M#M» 

•noajmaN ft AfrrawcTu* bw*> 
kora ncjamrwamre ahtcm boc* u 


ntprttpom era iirurutnfl puiexxol 
ft Eepinao. B ut* cmto KWmcJ 

CoStflM*, 0 MTOpUX WftftU)3M 4H#~ 
ct n npenajnaera Hnwqa toioera 
xypHUMu ffynm in tin in nocsoDuU 
4>p*si ml MrtfiftflvacH non (» w d 
Ktra wrum ctpuoo $u ioehowimc- 
MoraTescra); 

tTuffsu Mm oflew*m»£T** 
onoMMUftloon Hwootoe 

nmrpo* oropaM KKUommecMora 
ofoop*, flax PluwMWiimni Soc4 
US Hwow H* OMTO ware TMD*CTB«e 

ks zrfizivr.* jwpean ssssis.’., rji 1^*— ‘ ■ 

JkXMrKwewoWotouexftKipLSime- ^ 
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W'JO'iesajI <J>HrvPA — 

EXATAT PAM 

# 

SHlt^HClbHOC 03H?K0MJteif»e c 
ap^iSKbiMH floxyMCHraMH KFE, npe- 

AOCTBSJKHKUMH CJiy^Goft BHCLUHeft 
p 43 &C 3 KU FOCCHH & patnOpJ^KCHHe 
pCjUKUHU, H03B0JWCT Cfle^afW HCOttH- 
HO, Ha Moft sanuu:, oGocho- 
eaHHbiit fl&l* VMr Cyfitfaa Wsfrupi finrf 
C 0 T?y; 4 uiHan c aumitflcKOft Cn*pa 
HHTtt^^CHC CCpBHC. C JcaxOrG BpC- 

MCHH. *H£ XIKHX yCnOBK** — 3TO CU1C 

npentiOHT atutcmmj. Ho to. tto a xa- F 

Hyu H £ rOflW BTQpoft MHPQBCfi BOilHb 

oh utecTBoaaji 9 KQtfT&jcre c awnitm 

HflMHjrpJiMO HW KOcSChHO ntOTBCp*- 
^ Aflerti j tKiaM^ 

Hi^eTT'T''" KOCfiCKHtu 40 x 4 33- 
Ttiwna, M or jnw CyGxac Hihapa Eoc 
caMOCTOJrre-ibHo, Geo coaeRcTmu nan- 
H<% 6 c:)tan tu-noA cTpaach 1 cauoM 
kqhuc 1940 ro^a? HaBcpHot, wor. Ha h 

CTOpWiHHKOB B HjUHH y WCrO flU7?0 
nocraroHHo, 'rroGu Bpcnu/ifcSOftmcji 
ux noMombJo. Ho jareM, 1 yaiczwai 

1 OChHOrO Ipen^HH, OH npOCJt£.H n oner- 
panx?, cyMtn npoOpmn** vipca n£L*o<ry 
riyui^cw ruirMe»i tc^npenjrrcr- 
acHjm ncptcctt HHAHticKO-a^raHCKyjo 
rpiwh! 4 ]r h no*mtTpH M*c*m wcjierBih- 
no npeGWBjiri a KaGyjic, Koropuff b to 

J3p«Hst lOlLUM* KHlilCJI 

umnoHaMH. 

A*, BCC3T0 BpCM* CMy G^CHb H OHCHt 

noMoraji Exam Pam. HCWBex 8404 b h 
noficpex HcxOJiecHnuaifl Hh^hw, 
mm^biiehA oGumpHeflume CB* 3 H a ci- 
wbCC paaHM c/ioju ofimecTaa, Ho bot 
K& tc p£3 Exam Pam h Busufiarr Ha- 

nOflOJpeHHJl UjnwvWTMUIe 
roro. xt^ H no^eMy Eg< oxia&nc* a 
Eep^HHc.ExaraTPaM — r4>^oxo jakoh- 
cm^rnpoBaHHufl aroHT CHKprr hktcji- 
^JC^eHcccpsuc, n cra/i oh km hc nee- 
Koft 1942 ro5fl, xor^i nonpoom pyc- 
ctcyK paaBcjicy paccxjsaTb o ccfte anr- 

4MHanaM, 1 ropasflo paHHue. T a oife - 
rea^.*, xorropyiooH noBe 4 ftnnpHcBo«ft 

BCp^GBKe BUr.W^B MHOAHC 

yGc^KTc^BHO* Ho yx w^pecHyp smf^ar- 
JUtHJUiHM BWMWftJI B HC Pi armiCpHTAH- 
CXHia 3J1CWCKT. HanGMKfO, HTO 04H It H3 
fipmci PaMfi r no cru tLnoaiM, 6 uJi 
nourmeH XOJTOHHi/3 BHMMK B^aCTJlMH, « 
411 apyrox nojaa^pr-iwcb mbctoxhm 
pcnp^t^irtM, Cbm oh GyxuajjUHo 
y^tpoaui rflySoKyio MCHaaKCTb % awr- 
H BOT raxofl HOiOack cam 
npeyiamrr cbohm Bparan covpynw- 
wrcisa Ero «c c^Tiiarr rpH ?tom m to. 
i rro oh npc^arr cBoero avyvt k copat- 
HKPuC>Wac4 4 ijuipy£o£*,uo®p 2 xarr 
Ha OMCBHJlHwfl npOBW KOTOpCMy 

ohk oia cd5* nOvB/TH^i^ xom- 
poc $ki4o nopyveno hm kx napmawH 
flCpBAOBOH dbiUK H K»1p1*1 vm£IU — 
HUJfl4KTb COTpyjlHMMCCTf 0 C ^aUJHCTC- 
KOfl £ U^ittyCKOpKTb 10- 

Clfjioe HC^ajKCKHC AhjviHH. 

Tax, wojttBrr Cbnrv, ilcAo y HKX GbUio 
ro*ccM apyroc? Mo*cr film, aiaa^ 
0 »m {hjih wm) craeiyiH ttHyw? Mo>xrr 
6WT>, /KftCTBOULTJH OHH HC npOTMfl tHP^ 


Arftt nopTp« 

flOfiyAAptMf 

I 


4HH8H, 4 BMcCTC 

c aHrjiH^anaMH? 

Toraa mhotoc 
CT 3H9P WTCJf no_ 

RSTHhlM. OOKiir- 
HO. r:oHc?-fy kocy 
Tax Acrxo y^snocb 
Sev^aTb Hj-nofl 
n o i utth o T 
noHCMy Boc K PaM 

CMorjiM 6ccnpe 

n^rCTBcmio 40 - 

Gpaifcc^ ao Ka6y- 
jib. lloHjn>io ( »a- 
kohcii. no'jcwy 
3HrAWWCKHC xom- 

HHAJIbHUe DJ14CTH 
Xp&HHJUi CTO.nb 
40 nroe MOJinaHue 
0 no 6 ^rc Eoci: we 
48 ft Bor, kmkgPl- 
kwftynx DCTHfiwP 
nonvoicflCKHP VMH 
norpaHMVHHX yj- 
Hacr ero, TorAi 
erct njian pyxHCT. . 

*BYJIAR> BOCA 
B KOPbEy 
CAHOlHEft 

A rUI3H 3TOT 
Gbur roi4TcjibHO 
OpOJ> J MaHHUM (4 

OKCUfc ffcMU M. y 

MtfHJI HCT. p^jyve- 

CTca, » pyx^ot >roro nnoHa, Ho cyn. cm, 
na MOiJ Taxosa* B akmc Boca, 

lunurrcntHoro HH4«ftcKoro nomfTH- 
HccKoro JiRaepa* no4430BBBuicroc4 w 
pO^WHC OrpOMKWM aaTOpHl'tTOM, ^bH 
peiXKe IHTH6pHt4HCXHC eK3CK33NSa- 
KHJt $KU1H UiHpgXO H3BCCTHL1, AHrAKHS* 
KC BHCjapKJlW fi C8MQC CCpHUC CpQUJHCT- 

cxoPt rcpMBHM caocro scjioaexa c 

04enX HaiCXHOR H JCCAMTCJUiHOA ♦jic- 
fehAoAt.Hcpe^ Hero ohh onepaniBHO 
yaKaBAJM 0 CTpaterH^ecKiix h t£Kth- 
HCCKHX aaMUUiaX HCMLieB fi OTNOUIC* 
mtH H H 4 HM H EiTtro Bocroxa, O rOTOBfl- 
iiuuc4 EoeHHioxonepauKA^o nonpua- 
HfeLX ACRCTBWIX H HOC6u|C 0 BOcHHO- 
nOJTHTH^eCXQM nOBCaeHMH rtpOTHiHH- 

xa. C ero noMOLOkX? (h npH iktwihom 
ynacTHH Bxara-rx Pbmb) ohh cywcnw 

KCftipa4H30BaTb HBnoAlKBUC nonuT- 
vtT HrMttC* C03C5Tt S liHUKH CDOW 
tfiscrpo K040HHy> — LtiHpoicjfjfO uia»iOa- 

CKCN£HB*pCHOHHyttCCTb T IlOJU uTOBHTt 

waitpHUibHo-Te^H^ccxyTo Cfliy aft* 
ITOE&^HHI H4 CyGXOHTMHCfcfT C CyilJH H 
C MOpH- 

B cjmuM ^aaaftre ncK'MnipHM, 
xaxyH) npoKTHHecxTw iioMomb ox*3aii 
Boc C^OMM ^LUHCTCKHM riOXpOBHTC- 
nxM. Kaxoa cro KomcpCTHUfl UhJian s ry 
^^CTOXyjO H ficCKQMnpOMHCOHVtf 
(Jopxrty, Koropyw rrtxnx upo^TJio bcjiI 


HB UHCTCkfli repMAHHJI HpOT>4B AniTlHHt 
HfrCfl B Itofl 6opb6c GajlbUlHC UOiepH. 
($TH JlQTCpHi KOHCHHO. HeCOHAMCpK- 
MU C TCM X4T3CTp(X^HkCC|CKM ypOHQM, 
XOTOpyfl r«T4£p TCTH8J1 HI 1OCT0HH0M 
<t>po»n« a i oft He c PoccMeft. «o h ohm 
ccpi»e3Ho pBcmaTw&ajul bochho-ho- 
itHTHHCCKHe ycroH <Tpen>cro pefbu*.) 

Jl a, Bex: coanvi i Bep4nne cbokj 
O prsHHiBUntO^CBOfroA^ajl MhAHA*, OT 
HMCHK KOTOpefl 3CJ1 aHTMfipKT4HCKy)0 

paimonpena nanny. Ho xro a Hhuhh 
uiuojtl nporpawMy panHOCTBHUKH. 
ntpCAATHHlcH KOTOpoR HiXOAHJlHCb i 
BepiuiHc? Eoc aarrpauJHBJoi Bxaran 
P^Mi, KACK04VW0 34ApeXTMBHa ,\T1 pfl 

6ora. Tot, cxoahji no nopy T *eHH?g xa* 
(fynbCKQfl pej>03eHTypu iOacpa $ Hh« 
unto s Coapo pinopTOBxn ujetjfy. ‘rro bcx 
crpanii CH 3 KT, npKiiiHyb x paimonpH- 
cmhhxim, Mw c pa.MK pxe 3 K*«m ueiry 

■j i-rOC P* HOpTOB . J5# # HC-M L* ■- p 4301* ^HCL 

to My, xax Roc iHC Dr M ^ rtD pa^Bopi^H- 
Bxn a Hhjivi^h mnHoHcxo-AHfiepcKOH- 
Hoc fioanojitc, xs* Tt4ATC4bHO H npOAy* 
MRimO cm rnmniin ofiLqrKiUHorifl^b- 
HOC bocctbhhc npoTHB iHrjlHHaH, HO 
^TO Gun ^omuHCCkiift gGwiH* f wmio- 
3 H 5 t yMfjio ccnnaHHai cofiercKHMH w 
anr^HftcxHMH cncue^yxcCiMH. 

f> QC LtCO-TS^HBi-l fcipMHKl CBO- 

CoahoO Hkjimh* {•A-iw XMWI 
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| tO iC^jjtT/lOCUBtlMl HA 

4,-rvp6HA cotwimi:es h noiunum * 

! tjt*:* £ A^wse, Mfljicflc « Ho 

2TO &U30 ’OjTS^Opcxoe ftotiCKO, ^T/- 
ftUS-tittf 3lGOT^CCKO^ flCKOpSUHCfl 
O-Ttf HRMIEH» i HHKHK WC ecpt£3H&ji 
fiOUEJTClm* 

R$, Eoc pCTjTJtpHG OlaJl H3 StpjTHKA 
KiJCTpyXUHH H yKfttIHttf C80HM CTOpOH- 
HHK5M t H ftHHM 0 npySCHCHHH KOHX- 
prniiatHofAHrjiti^eKKX ajamfi, Ho *th 
jwihha t noMorntto pAAHGneptoara 
nonamrot a ppm eoxttmiKOH, xotopue 
EciATOAipl ACC TQMJ &C BWiTJ PftMy 
picnwurtnK hcmclpchmh (un$ptMH h 
upmmtim cocmcTCTB/Kiuuie wepy, 

/U, E0CCep*E*£ Ul C ZO'AM HCMCUKHM 

Xfpua* o6^«reiLHtie aokaiau a 
EOCKHO-nO^fTn^CCXOfl 06CTflHQ8 KC A 
Hhjhk Ho its, ium mu DimeM, 6uni 
ywp.no rfVTacn^KHm nr^HHit^pMauH^. 

K HEMy*C r A TAKOM CH^iC, CftOftflTC* 
npucn^cciaip pwynmru iKniawr- 
flKScxoft^errenMJocTK KtraipKH e ronti 
Biopofi kKposoft *g#hu? HontH X 
Hynw. Bor K K BHHorpa^oA a caocfl 

CTSTtC, Cliy&lHftOIttHHQfl B AfypMtnc 

*3ro rmhCTbi* u nocrpocHHofl ha hh- 
SKfleufi HcroHKHKax, noi^TBcp?faa?T 
3iy mucjiu* Boo6me, icrpbCi roaopHTt 
o KBCDft-ro Eocmjofl p&n« HHflHflcKoro 
BOKKCTSJf (HMCtTOI £ £ tlfly *Al*a XKK£ 

(ftyTPE*. “ B, T\) hc [jpjaoAttTCA** (Pi* 
jymtKxl kk EMHorpM° R v hh KHAHfte- 

JUlfl HCTOfHHJLH H MUCTIH HC JQOIiyCM*OT 

Q TOHi TT 0 foe corpyj^HHHaji ctHrjnfHi- 

Mocer 6sr rb, Boc hc swan »erro ^to- 
ro? Mckh ftnv Ac^ajio tom, mkor 

XyrpoyMHOfi n#>THHOfl ^KH H O^MaHa 

crutoiK cro rrn KOBipHue ihtjihxihc 
niynu c pyccjaiMH? Moxct 6vm, h 
ncayniTV He cwfcfi o rrpcAiTejiwrrfte 
Exirm Fima, l pciym^ran ncro ero 
-C£mocT&cp*chhbji topnfia* c AhfahcA 
rtDIQ£Um HA Goft C TCHblO? Ho BCflb y 
Keroftini o^Ht bo3Mo*hoctti nepc- 

rTpOBepHTk CdoSUiCKHl H hgkjhuin Bxb- 

[|e PlMl. 0 H HCitCTB HTOlh HO p ACnO/lA- 
kn GaRMiiHM HHcnoM ctopohhkkob b 

K nor H&JIfi&HTb C H«MH 

{ ie ¥jwm* CHI5H, MHnyi Kflfiyji. Ha- 
oju»to «He Hasecmo, oh hc cacJia^f 
>ro.n<awMy7 

Kontt AfiCHOft 1943 TOM poc ncpc- 
^panae l Rfjohkk), oh h tbm 6o/Ttme 
3IHHHAACI TCM, HTU Wbi HO- 

I KiTfxod Em bohhctao, ero nopaocni 

t>ju ^sy^t, BBtAcryio Mepufti- 

pniAiKi DIUIHAAOlp TTQ )Q9C T?M ro- 

iopm r??** e*rr^H<f * 3iro C4s m h^tbawHi 
roc JMPCTCA h 

j npfMWp-UHHHCTpOM *CAp6oflH0A 
' Hn^KHi, i AiCUDiO IOCHHWM MHHHCT- 
pOM H iDfHKCTpOM HHOCTpaHHUX flOl, 

oi^jyKKfl ctow oco6y nuuiHoA cBK*rnft ( 

UTBXmHTIMH, C-iyrAMH, 

A OTHJQUA HC liP0HH5HpyW. EoiH I 

irp**H£Utt nOHHMBW VTOfO DCJUiKoro 

Htnoiao, Cydxjc Hih^p* Hoc eutqoK- 





O^JIH KJ &V<r**n*H* 

MpTptioi Ifii r*A- 


j 1 «h fiun HwaTb hs ce<5a 
wacKy suixoro £ocro i i- 
Horo naamutta, aaCw 
npKnm ce6c saxHocrt 
h ft najai 

noBLa xo3*ei — inoH- 
UCB. ECJIH nt 5W3MH ft 
aocTHruueft anor«A tops- 

6f npOTHft COJO3HHK0£ f 
TOXOTH 6u iHCLUHHM BH- 
TyplJKCM* 3 t 0 Ky^KHO 

6y-io ilti Toro, htoGu 
fillOHUU, KdK H HCMUil, 

DODepADH *HYi nociaujt- 
J3H A CBOH rm MU. 

B HiHAJtc 1944 ro^a 
AriOHUU H GoCOBCKHfi 
aofiCKi npeanpHHfiJiH 
H1H0 iBaHTFOpifOC HZ- 
cryrVifHHe m ceBcpo- 
ftOCTOxe Mhcmh. Hit 
U^ILIO Cuji zixttT rop^v 

ce HMrauyixi. Ho aHr/m- 
nartt Harv^notjy piiCKJTH 
HficrynaBUJiot H Kor^a 
rCHCpa. 1 ! [OiEaCa, dbiniin- 

HAA npe^TlHCaHHC HpC* 
MLCp-MHHWCTpS T0A3 HO t 

onia/t npMXB?. k orcnyn- 
Jiamiw, Eoc cnft-nt,n TftfiTptUHUA *ecr: 
on, H?o6po(iuj ncuiHoe onaiHHc, rrpcs- 
jIo^rh iBccm i 6oA.„ hct, He Airiityio 

CBGKJ OJEpKflJ, ^^,IV.U»yiytO H3 JOO OT 

topKUX tCMCpTHHKOB*! 1 ^CCHCOfA 

nooir, KOTOpuAo6crwpuBa J iflrocojmaT. 
A KMK nOHHMATft SVT 1TJ BM$tKTmy, 

nocjiatfHyp Eocom no pawn ckqhm 
cTopoHHHjtcM (paaHonepcxBaT 29 MH« 
aapa 1944 roAi): •Hamti orpanu i 

Hhamh hmctv a mv pcio* 

HlQUKfl A Hkj;HH HCflOfWHl H*4iTWUI flO 
t« nop, nojui mu (*A3ui xhhj 3 <j)ayJC?K* h 
H riOHCKHC ^aCTH. « B. T) hc ^opcwpy- 
cm EpixManyrpy K hc winpaBHMoi i 
Kaji^xyrre*? Hcptfcmn Eoc hc noHHM&ji, 

HTO 4TBKA HA HwilKJJTy, 6y3IS OH# nOP» 
ACp^lH* AHTHfiputiHCKHM BOCCTAHHCM 
Tuny f HrtftJ]* ropAW Canttijc 
uiBHcoD u« ycnext Hysnew jiw fiun cm? 
3 tot ycnex h ftcptin jw oh (xon&rr jih!)* 
W pyx OBO^HMAJl MM ^ApMHA CB060H- 
jiofl Hhhhh», noaacp*MMt:MAX AnoHc- 
KHMH UmJKlMH, AW^OT X CcpcraH BO- 
nHKoR HK^^AcifoA pcKH Epmunyrpu? 

-TOM, OEECnEUHBACT 

XO&'CBmh C JIOHUOHOM 

Ha. nOHHMIlO, 4T0 ACC JTO XOCSCH- 

hwc cBH4cren ten a, ipairoDan xoto- 
put mojkho no^puHOMy, Xoti »amc 

BMCCTt, IfclCTpuCHHUC B norHHCCPEJTo 
uenoMicy.oHH, mx mho npciicramnicrcji, 
rusvpMt ft ntviKiy BLUBiirAtMoft uhoio 
fttpCHHi OCOtoHHO TOT GcCCHOpHUft 
^Jirr, HTO iipyr h coptTHllK Eoct Eorar 


Pam 6ui (TP^J^eatoHtntHWM AHnun'i* 

CKHM p*aftCflHHKOM» 

BnpoHcMj ten* h Bonce lecxHt ipn - 

MtHTftj, Bot ncprfln MHnfi noHrccii f ;C 
coACTCKoro irtKia ha Aht^hh o cobC' 
LHIHHH npCflCliftHTCJICfl CtixpcT Him/!* 
ntOPtCHC CtpftHC, KOTOpOC npOJOJUMD 
12 M8p1t 1943 ro^a b Qxctpopae. 

AH HpOHtrO £ HCM COOCmaCTCR, HTO iUV 
HA10JUTTC4 erfhoc ha rcpMIHCXOft nOA 
iOAHofl noflKc hb nym a Jinonn^t 
JOteflcnHiejitHO, cu\c i 1942 rony 
HHCrp HHOCTplHHUX AWI FqiMaHiH* 
PufltoKTpon AoroaopKJicj c moHua>’*i 
Q TOM, Trotfbd nq>tnpQBKTL HCTAA^^ 1 
K>ro^BocTT>Hj?)TOjfoH)o, 06 atom crano 
H3BCCTH0 HWf^iAHU, H3 HCMCUKlO 

tpXHioB* Onep^u sta ocyiuecra;!* 
me a i rrpo»ca£®rfl twAhc, fnc-to * 
plflOHC K)WH9flSi(tpHKH, A OTKphrTC* 
Mope, Boca c op^mhimm hcto p|K^ 
XOM nepecinanrfc hcmcukoA no,u£^i- 
Hofl nonwt hi moHcnyw. noAnHUHorO 
Hucim TiHHcneHKoro niccocKpa '■* 

3HBJ1HUA?XC ItanHTlMWOtoHXCyftMtpMK 

Ho xa* npoiCAAnw flurmriiK^ 

Hi cme c tschmh nemjuMH. £i 
erojik onep^THBHo: coieiuiHHe npoxu* 
nvj'.d e to ApcHt. xorca Boe rnun hj 

HCMCUKofi noaBoexe, 

Mor iu npy H^pwwpoiiTt Bxn 3 1 
Pam? Oahodhihho — hct, EMy ito (uin* 
■hc norio*ciio no tirnty*, A*c/m du 

M yanui TTCHTG, TO IlCMCitneiiHO HDBf ^ 
tvti flu cobctocvk} paiwixy — tik>^ 
6llji iabcachhuA > ICaflyjie nopjtaoc. 

TiK KU #C tIoii-jU ft AHmKHAHlX 
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c »<pxtcvpcntu HH$OpHAUKl? EcTk 
xpctwe ocHOBsmu nortirtTi, no H3- 
tecrwuctcaMEoc. 

Bor euic oami JtovyMCHT, Hscrcoiwro 

! r-.-tu:£i. -rro npmepy cro rw>iocr»io. 

«Cos?pu(ci=so cii'jieruB 

* 3AM«H» 

* i itxxis 1944 r, 

nc,aj>o5nocTH 

nptfliiEjjjSji .Poms* b Kaflyna 
c 1 do 2 4 hu 1944 rojja 
♦Pom* npufiun B KaSyji 1 win, a tot 
ticceMb BumftnH#KOHTpLuibH>T0aflKy, a 
aewspoM cocio/nacb c hum aopcHa. Ha 
torrpoc, noHCMy oh 3ano3aa,i c npwca- 

E,OM, *PcM* CKJ34JI, Tro OH tUCWI H3 

HtflH 13 ai[pe.isHaoaxeH6ipi.Tfipii&hrTb 
a Ka6yn hc no.i^ncc 22 anpe-iM, HO oh 

S*JOp*BJlC< Ha TCppHTOpHH fUCMeH 8 

CEX3H c 6cuieam,K? «CaHr&>, h oh 
su«>xapH 6u.*i oct? awn ero tsm 
h e3Jm, *MetTo Karo a KaMerrae 
conpoaouwawmero ryniM-tWtt* 
PaxMaHa, KoMMyHHcn, pa Cora »- 
mero hi TcppirropMH nncMCH no 
3*BaHH» xonnapTHH Khkhh. 
ryTMM-O^L-PlJiMaH pSHCC 8 A$>- 
rlHHCTBKe HC fltxfiO. 3 etcm 
•Pom* nepeaan koohio sww, 

cocraaneHHOU iHrjiH'iaHaMH tia 
Hcwijsa, 3 tantte HMnwemryK hs 
fiyMSre nercHJiy, cocrts.’ieKKyw 
tijokc anmnnsKaMH kik naM*r~ 

Kl, KX UvHOBB KOTOpOft *Pom» 
so.“9ctH cooSiutm anoHuaM 0 

cyabCo aafipenuPHHHi hmh aeM- 

TH ircHTOB B HNflHW. KpOM* 

Toro, iPom» nepew mhc <^oto- 
MpTOHKy caocro (Spar*, 0 koto- 
Pom cooCuyui ■ caofi nocnesHHfl 
npHroa h KOToporo oh xotcji Tf k- 
iKe HcntuiMOBan. no cewh c 
hbmh h no jihhhh HOMuea m 

anoH«e*. 

a cnpocKn *Pom«», «m 6ivro 
auasaHo booOidc ero ao^roc 
oTcyrcT8ne. »Pom* oCuchwi, 
tto oh Sun 04<Hfc hjokch 9 Mh- 
inn, a nocnc yrraHouiCHK* *nr- 
jihh 8H8MH paaHocaajH c *To- 

MOM* {EfpJIHH) H tQjlHBCpOU* 

(KaSyn) ohh h «Fom* peiUKHK, 
nx) HCT OCO^Oft H«o6XOJ3HMOCTH 
a nocajucc a Kifiyju Oana*o SB* 
wcoaya tuaut Mocwja trpocuru 
HanpBBHTt tPcM#» i Ka6yn ( Ha 
nxi nan. anrAHftcKOft paaEOfiW' 

Zt^ecHXHH OTtifiTHIt, VTO * *POMC* 

HMesrca fitwsbiiiu Hy»cfla i npo- 
aeacHHH paaa McponpHrruft no 
anoHiiaM. flocac sroro MooxH 

npOC'-TI COO^LUHTB, MTO STO 3* 


CKC noa»»M»H<a Xt#a*« om*i 
MAcxvaowMy «o •»•<■» 
o «oopf|HMMyu< p«Soru 
«*prt *«n 

PlMJL 


* 4 X %=■ 

fl«u. Torja Jlft hxmh pciUHn ompa- 
lim *PoM8* B KaOyji, KM fanM VTO 
wramaHe wucnw pasraam ctp»hho« 
noacaCKHe «ToMa* h «OaHB«pa», npo- 

45aa*aai3t Hcnowmio* pasaagyuiMe r 

plSOTR K H5flUijmKXyKa38HHil H CTSC- 
To* Ha satipocu. 

y fixCHXMHJI, no CI098M *FoMa», 
aoiHHuio noa 03 prune, hc aotaaanHOb 
jin HCMqg o MpuKTrpr paDoru *PoKa». 

a to noaospemie noaKpcn,TJuiocb.cme 
tcm, tto xnoHUw aacnaau hs noaioa- 

Hkix noa*aji c*o» orcrnyp)' * Hhbwo 6ea 

ocxKoro hs to npeaynpQ«gtCH>u no 
jtmtoH ■•PoMa* tt iiecMoTpa Ha to, xto > 
npomnoM ropy, a jjeKaCpe m-uc, turjiM- 
HaHe coofitoHUH *Towy» anpeoa ana 
nepenaMH hx Eocy. Ilo 3 to My pony, t. e. 
no aaCpocur anoHUSMH arexiypu, 


h^Wi. 

tPowy^ nopyNwo ncMuax h 

inoHUtM^tl^o^pocicenoaicAHUMir. 
irCHTypy e*f cw\o kibcctho or c« ia 
ntoneft fltwweH pvicoioflcrso-' 

str^4 ywtwwoS 

cpcTB&^eHHQft aKrjiHHanaMii, Korin© 
KQTOpisR CM ncp«wi HIM H ItD^paS 
npKrur a«Tai> f 

flpf^ie vat-vt 1 — noJJCHC* 

— BTCCOBCTCKHft pa3EC3^ 
vhk MHPtann Mcnt*Hflposvn Ajmax* 
aepaoi, ^oropufl pa5orin c Exarorow 
PbMOM, npoxOHilSUTHH B tt OZJXaJC X&K 

*POM»* 

npeflCTBBJuvr ^ KaCpe 
CHKprr HMTt’UTH^eHC CCpBHC. Oh 
noozepftHBjjr i roxu boAkw pifionnU 
(eOffTOCt C HMHHMM CnCUCJ^^lMH. 

A Tcnepfe em« BHHMiiwbHO 


t a * 


BOOT &SCSST. 


w 


rzoMt co^onii o,A*sm,is.B*o.a 
TO: Ool^nol 


licioof, lltt.Uee*Eik*r, 


litu T'rfrrftrcE jf liOV^Var coficorni^ 

the pgieifcl* vlfiit to Uoec^r of the ^i*'^ctor of TntenUcr.st 

^*lh 4 the d-.*:ey ir* their retly t>y the fast tftst 

the Oir^irtor p in 

Dtlhi hit n ft a %c er* (VI'" to consult fl4ti A1* r^c 

3. Ke ronsiuerD it deeirhtiC diflcuasiont shaulu tAkr ^lece 

on t^rrrul nttter* of cwz-q?. t:/. treat, tut for pcjrrc&ee 

he ruts forward the toV-^inc cr*in 

(ft) T Ae filial A n.. line ** tAe Eb.fht pm ctse, w: U: a view 
tr> tj;r p?inij.aV.*r, ir. rtitu?e Uie dr lay# ^iIp^ >Jtve 
- j ^ cj t v r. »r, 1 t . 

i*t y The i r ryve^ent ar iJniixn Tetrger* yj\ir 

the filler* in Indta or. the 

tif Asiatic ij'tell lienee ra*ttfr>^ 

T reiV^Pfttr vhnt t htve nuii i-td vr liter, to you * the*, in 
ny jpia i=n fcT<i in vife the d'cleleni reached el VA« L'CiSi.'* 

/,r.d Trhtfrm Cor.fr A rr.ee a, ?jch b viait is r>ost dot 1 . retie for the 
0iM..rnnc rritifivSiviiH «viriB< v 
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rcpefrofom aokeceHHr O&Mana*. Ha 
Hero coacpiU£HHQ jicho ahrr?K$c?, <jro 
iHrjmvHc hcjiuih b Bcp^hh esoefo 
paSHCn no iuhhkc *Tom. t Karoptift 

o6eCHTO!B4J1 HM OnCpiTHlMyXJ M Httft- 

eHCHujfo caiab c Eocow. Cyn* no *cfi- 
My, hwchho y^pea ilOMJ# Eoc h HSieo- 
nui JImqon a cbocm orTLitOTH Ha nojj- 
nftAKOfl J10AKC £ JJnOHHto. 

UflHX BOCA XFAHHTCfl 
B AHTJlJlflCKKX APXHBAX 

Ecmi MO* JffpCH* o TOW, TTO CyflXZC 
Mtrtil* Eoc D rofltj BTOpcfl-MHpOBOfS 
soflhM coipynHHMUi ire c hcmubmh h 
xnoHituot, i e uoKMaUMH, 8epna, ro 

YTO IU 3 TO O3fja l 10('T? 

npesue seers sre oiHS'toer orpow- 
mjfl jenex anr^WficKia cneucjiyecG, 
Kprvpw «tepe3 Eoca norymiH Hpeasu- 
'iihHo# e**tn?cTH Mfi4Aj)jM«4H(o o nps- 

TJ1BIMM H e ero noMOtltnocMorJlH, nn 
L/mtcny, HefrrpiJiH30B*Tt onaensit- 
iiLnc ituhu repwajioKja <paiinieTo* h 
moHcna KiciKTipurmi b cmomeKHH 
Hkokm. 

Mto mcbctcx eiworo Boci, to otk- 
puiuncai ipainv (etyiii, mhmmo, ito 
flscm*Epiuj4 4 >iktu; » uk we ocnmrri 
Micro cowiiemuM s tskom spxMcnox- 


lcre««i * xeerefliJiM *rptm rv 

pt<c»n^ n a*o tu upnta 

MMUMH in n^ntriKIW h*«A 
• *Tp*MU A*MN M i.^pKNM, 

■ 8 • i Cyfiuc Hwgip* toe 

m Otto O a**i«e. BepakM, ttll no*, 

4m m am* *rs ■ «^ vn »» .1^ Ttuww 


how aeaie, i KoropoM aiMeiitiHU cneue- 

-Tysou SpjTIHeKUJtH MllpOELIX zep- 

jtcaef) aacnstwtor no-HOBOMy Bir;w- 

HYn> h* any Jicretuaptiyto jhtchOcti. 
Mhc rrp wcnwiaeTcs, hto ohh floOsB.'w- 
xh * cro H Eu roro ncTn; MHtmtHecico- 
My oopaiy opean MyMcjrH'ioLiii H re- 
poficTBu. B csmom flC-Hfi, "erxo ny\ 6u.io 
ewy, no<:e/rr«BiiJeMy bck> cso» >kh3hj» 
6opL6e c 6pnrancxHW xo;iOHMajiH3MOM, 
noPTH Hfi eorp>TiHHHecr20C iHr/imiHS- 
mji? Ho * to rpoaoloe spews, h* cTWife 
30~* H 40-x rocci, OH, DHAHMO, OC03- 
KBji, ‘tto rnBBKUM *p#roM jyis ocero 
He.iOBCie ct> 8, s awfl'iirr, (iznierorops- 

XO JlhjClLWOfl HkEHH CTtT (p JLiiH3M, 

Psjyweerai, 6wio Gw 
rjijTiomnyuwien i carre BCero SToro 
8 Eoee 3ayp*jjHoro ujtiHOMB, tnsTWftro 
are>m. E«ih oh nomtn hi ccrrpyaHH* 

HeCTIO C K&n OH K3 ITOp* W h, TO ItW Wtt) H3 
HflCRHbn COo6pi»eHHft, 80 HM* flOCTH- 
*CHKS »Weos.vR r 17W4HHOH USJIH, p«H 

Hafisuithk* ttuoirwcT?* w xop>riHfr- 
eofl ■fywu, 

BfjpaseM, tie TopopJitoci jw x e >™. 
mh eyMajeHHAwit? Brjih erne wywHo noa- 
nepjufrb BHois emcpyiumec* o$cto*- 
Tenwrss caMoro saruso'fHoro nepnoaa 
JKH3HH QttKflcr^aHapu Boca, nowpc* 
HHl k tot HOBWMH ^UCTIMM, aOKyMPHTa- 
mh, paccjiefl0P*HHt!MH. Mworoe, o<ieHb 
mho roe ocnerc* aaneKO He ichum. 
rplBHm TiftHi H Bee Me.Tb'iaflliJHe, HO 
OK Kb BUKHUC artSJIH CIcpUTU B enr* 

jitiflckta aputnax. Xom. Hano np*MO 
Ciuam, JIoKaoH hc BBJUercj moHo- 
ntWIbHWM JqtBHKTeJlCH TBflHbi EOCB, B 
noji)"HeHHU3( ptnanunefl MirepHUix, i 
HBOniocni B ynoKRKiimeMC* MHOm 


: imml 

* B ? . 4 * 

I yne6now nocoStwKTB.npHseSCHa, 

s rtcjisr'je, Avua vt.'t£ TOOtt* CTeat 

HHtt o Eoce. Sywws. =CJ5H xofouro n(, 

KcnaTbca s ap^ia* aroro aeiowon; 
mo*ho o6H»py*nTT. eute Mtccy natt * 
peeHoro. .y BejtsaotfpjfntotH H# Gu,> 
TaflH, HCMSBecntua pyccK***, rro.^ 
SHpK^>eKTttlHUM Gwto npOHHKHOSeHHei 

Haiilry cTpaHy kx uxwtobi, — roaopx 
ibKOH KocWUio. iHrjmilCKKft xcropm 
Koropwfl, locnaTWtoBiBUrHcs hobm 
nanKTHKofl r/llfHocrx, npOBPHHMOt 
ceroaHJi ■ PotitiHtt, satunc* BimtaiiLn 
HayHCKHCM «pXHBHUX M*TepHB-TOI 

pBCKTNPBroiUKiTaflHW cneUMy*G, 
KocTtnno npiB. B AKrnHH, ■ caMOt 
crpaue M Hili n CHKpeT KHTunitUKcis 
cep a ne ( pbSotmb (jiHcraTtibHa* m 
repxi ceiervuHJtereHTOBjTBJi 
M4* (ICMGpttsnCKU rpyim** l Cturrau 
KilMa ‘t’H/ifiM, floHMkfla Mbk-thhi, Tit 
Eapissceca h 3 ktohm Ejishti, no Kpefl 

Heft uape t ltv-JVUU i&.X fOflftS (Hit 
CHl$8<ajis Mocuy uxHcftutefl pa^se 
nHB*Te.n>Haft KH^opMftiWdl, Heasrwt 
ewio HaaecTHo. k rro napwv'e. , iv w ‘- < 
•rvrepKOft* hi Cobctw pafiorajia ctq.u 
* e i»hu « 0Kc4opacua rpinna* 
JOirJi»a/tAdMM BbinyCKHHKOM HtOILC 

KCfrp KOJLtejsKi no wurute Ckctt, nut. 
hoch (torop*?r«rtoi:Ki nop he jeraHsr 
^CHa.ilyMaio, *fWftOH«eKHe o coBeutJ' 
HHH B CHC, COeTQJBUlCMCl 12 Mspn 
1943 ron* a Okc^psc, kb xoropoe > 
lume ecbinajie*, 6toio nojiyiewo i 
Mocue hmchho or arroft rpyimw, 

Kjk iHflHM, ocicflowieHKOcn Krbr 
tom, icrq h aatew opruiH30ia.t mhcciik 
E oca a EcpAHH, a jitcm b Tokhq, nohO 
mcf hc Hi aoc y*wc AOMuatax Mttt 
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noaacr 5 * 8 "/ Ccjcrcxpro nps»MT^T>* 

crsa B 6opt$ii Kk 3HM 31 He38BHCH- 


j npC^trraRjiEeTci, >rnj MriAXfiJXM oS- 
* uccrseKHOCTb snpase norpeGoem or 
JTohjzomi cny&iKKOBJiHHa siccKpe^CH- 
hkx £o cmx nop apxitsoE, Kcrnpuc mo- 
ot Bocer^josim. sew npaijo* 0 CySsa* 
ce MsM^pc £«:*. Hmo pwitrrci jicrcH* 
^ M MtiCTMXy.KOTOpWMH CKTO^fH? 

| HMi, A lyMiHi oiem MHOro. Sot h hh- 
AHHcKH* Hcomtuicra, BcpXllptB a OK- 
*yjn.rMue Heywt, noiiniiOT Eoci cax- 

TblM H HI C30HX CfopHUikX BU3La*(CT 

cro ^yx, £i6u yrpcnwk cbow iamo, 06 
3TDM HCflaiKO pe^CKaaUBtr.O pOCCMfic- 
KUc4tHCBH2eH»e, 

Cyfixac MiHJpi Eoc — HJ30JJ «J>aiUHC- 
T08 7 Ho 3 TO XC HCiKceMC.Hc.'lOecK su- 
eoxia ryMtHHawHeatwc kamjiob, oh 
ne nor hc ?v«rri, fro hb npimne oa- 
HiHier 3?8 i:jhim, j]#, c« DflofipmcJibHO 

b uc 03 y swat o nopASxe h flucuHnrw- 

HC, UBpHBlUHX ■ repMBHHH. Ho OH 
UAOfipAA KMCtflionOpaflOKHJIMCUHrLTH* 
Hy, fie? Koropus h« M4>*er HopMiAtHO 
47H(uyrrHHpo?iTi hh ofiHOsuofi^ee- 
KC«* oeiiyecTBo, a He $iiM!c?eiatt mcto 
au hx ocynjccTMCHH*. Kbckjihc hia 
JIHHHOCTkX), KfiK K nponOStSOBtiUJHft- 
cj> $aiimcrawH PBCH3M, 'iMOBesonena- 
bhcthkhktbo. 6wih rjiyfioeo 'iyarjru 
arrowy Hftno*eicy c r.’tyfioKHMH aeMOKpi- 
^HCCKHMH ytfeMfHKMMH, locnyfTBH- 
HOMy hb eseraux nponoseiJCt Bwieu- 
Himw. KBnarepHfcnMCTCuatpaaHUHJni 
HiwyHSMi. swcoKOHpticTieHHba ha*- 
ajiax COUHWMcroi-yrvtinvTM. E«m eii 

H fipHJHilM OftpIBjjaHHblMVI HBCHJlbCT- 
BCHHUC HCTVaU, TO HCR.TOWTft.'n.HO I 
6opt£e npOTHI KMOHHfi.’lHJHl, 

Apsuau, xpaluuDfeei b Ahiahh, 
acyatHU oneTHTii hb aonpoc, Tr° fiejiw 
Eoc s EepjriHHe h Tojwo; joatw ah oh 
spywfiy c tpatUMcnwH mm #e ic,i npo- 
thb hwx cBOWTafluyw. ho ncernyw repo- 
tuMi lof.ny, 

Torsa ho*ho ISyatr noera anti TOiny 
K & HCTOpHH ero saraaovHOfl (kCmh. 
Brrpo’jeM A. Pafinoa ■ Ns 8 Hiuiero 
*ypna.ia aa 3Tor rod HipHCCBUi HCHep- 
nuaafoumo H yCeflHTWfcHyio Kiprnny 
roro, xax H npH KiroCs oOcTOrntnucTJiaji 
j inert H3 atMKtt 3T0T BMaB^HtJcJI 00- 

nHTMHecKHfJ aeirejib Hhoth, 

K cKisaHHoMy npo<j5c^eepoM noffai- 
/!fo HCMHoroe. CyCizc Hanspa Boo o<S- : 
seuiitrc)! s cosercxoe nocarjecno > , 
SnoHHH 3i f!oaaep*Ko(t. Ecr ero nHCk- 
Mo (depeiOfl c BitrjiHflckOro) B tom 
B wac, RIB OHOXplHKTCl S IpXHBC KTE, 

<AJ>3B X31CWIX A2AH XKHS 

\ .1'^Wn.itw n><-5 ETC-3 IT:?? 

CftofaABoB Haas*) 

HMnepuAn omeM, Tckuo, 
noHtduowx, 20-to »om6p* 1944 1- 
Ero npcBOcxoaHTMWTty Co»erc- 
KOMy nocjvf, Tobho- 

BeOIC npeBOCXOJIKTe.TkOTIol 
Ceft^se. itnrna i K«oxyet a Tokho, 
MHC 6u OHCHk XOTMOCk BOCnOJJUO- 
■arvex 3TXM oiywaeM ana nocetueHHJI 
Baiucro npeaoooaKreflkorM. Crp*' 
, v — - — ■ rr»»iwcBOcH seaaHefl 


MOCT*. 

2. To? ^axr, to ceittsc mu tccho 
| CJX3SWU C flcpucAawH Och b o6mefl 

6opb$e nporva aHrJio-iMcpHMHura, 
hc pcntHsanKaaeT Mem. JI csbct.ihb 

nxsBHTk, TTO flcp*aahl Ocw HMewT *e- 
ii oe rrpejCTiD,WHHe 06 ocoAeimocrxx 
flpO&JCMtl Mhtvoi h to ohm JlioOCiHO 

JGS^M iJopMnbHOC npIOHlHHcSpeMcM- 

Horo npEBHTtTwrrsE Asxs JChwi (Cbo 

6onH0P-Hh^HK),3aMToMu fiflaroaapHu, 

I KpOMC flnOHHH, HbH OTHOUjeHHX c Co- 
aercxKM npaaKTe/ii^rBOM hocxt cTpo- 
ro HeftrpWLHHfl XipBKTqj, caxce Tcp- 
MIHCKOC ripaBKIcaCiaO nOHKOCTbiO 

rtoRSJio Hauie nCyioMcHne h naiKocrblo 
oueHWio TOT (frarf. to mu, mujycu, 
BBHHTCpeCOBIHU TonkXO B acflCTBHXX 
npOTHB Ahtjikh h AmCPHKM. Tcp.MaHC- 
Koe npBBKTe.TvcTBo nxxe nomuo h 
OU emtnoTOT <J>a»eT, to mu hc saHHtqje- 
cof shm a flefiCTBKJa nporm CobctcxoB 
Pry.CHH, B flCftCTSHTC/HHOCm pcn«b- 
Hocn, Moefl opraHHTiuHH a tppone 
BftJlBCb HCWlM'iKTt.’TVHO npOTHS aHrno- 
I MepH KiHuea, ho He nporuB Cobctc- 
koA Pocchh. 3to a«?ict/*io b ochobc 
HB iwero ccrrpyaHKHecTBB C ^epxzBiMH 
Och b Eapone, k i atOM cmfoweHHH mu 
hmmm nonnoc noKHMUofc H ojjofipe- 
HHC ca CTOPOHU fcpMiHcxoro ITpasH- 
TGflkCTSB M OaUtHCTCKO'O KTX.1MHCK0- 
ro rtpaiHT^rtKcTBi. 

3. A 3H&IO, to ceswac cyouecTBycr 
COM3 wextay COBCTCXHM npaBWTft.1kCT- 
BOM H npaBKTftBbCTBaMH Ahi;THH H 
CU1A* Ho a AOcraToHHo xopouio pasfiH- 
paiocw b wowjyx bpoahoh nonHTHKe. 
TTOfiu nOHJTTb, TO Sto HC MOKCT HOMe- 
uiaTk CotercxoMy npaBHTtLnurrey OKI- 
auierb k«m nofisc p* ay b hsiucR oopkOe 

3BHB3IBHC HMOCTfe, fl C 6.1irOOI p HOCTk» 

BcnowHxato o domouih. RpenocTcancH* 
Hoft Mite COBCTCXHM npaiKTlUIbCnOM 
nocne Toro, kbk t noKHiiyn Hiukio a 
1941 rojjy. Jt nepenaa ceoio C^aroAap- 
Hocn. 33 3To Ero npeiocxoAHitikCTsy 
hltotM-erpy niio<nr*UHU't ,nwi r-Hy M O' 
JJOTC*y B ITHCLMe, HIRHClHHOM K3 Ecp- 
jiHHa, Koropoe, x Hiaench, flWJio flojw- 
HWMoCpaioW nanyscHP EroIlpeBocxo- 

JUtTfJlbCniOM. 

4. MrHX emc o6oapicT to. To bo 
B pexti caocfl xh 3 nh Jlei'HH Bccr^a or 
Bccro ccpAua noaacp*KB4fl Kaiosm- 

UlkHWC ClpJHU B HX6opw6e3a He3SSH- 
CHMOcrV. HsCKOftkKO MHC H3BCCTHO, 
neat CMCpTH JIcHHHS OTHOlUCHHe 

Coicrccoro npiBKTCmcTSS K TOO&RC- 

QTptfHp 

HH a xixofl CTCneHH HB HlMCKHTIOCk. 

J. HrO KicicTca Mocft napTMH — 
ncpedoaorO fi^ow, ro a Mory cKiaan, 
to i to Bpehtx, noma cobctckx* aHciu- 
hxj nonmvita B Eapone ocyxgiuiacb 
noon acCMX napTHiMH Hhahm * 
1939—1940 n\, mu CkuiK cflHHCTaeH- 
HUMK iHQJfrMH, KOTOpun OTKpbfTO nOfl- 

depxHianrt coBcrcayw bhcujhiow no- 
/iHiHxy no oTHomeiiMW K rcpwaHHH H 
<I>HKnaHflHH, Ecxlce roro, mu cocnR-m- 



HaHfiwiPB nrpcAOBMX 33r«JWOB fio.co* 

UMlUlbHUM H 3XOHOMKMSCRHM Tpofijie- 

mim. JIa-T«, Hiiua naprvji aaTixrrex 
eflHHcrscH Hotl napmett a Hhahh, koto- 
put ao na ci os id ero jjFjt rposodirr 6cc- 
KOMflpoMHccHyto 6opt.6y npo™* awr- 
HHilcxoro HMnqiHWHSMfl 3 coTpypwH- 
iecn>e c hckotopumh ppyniMH peso* 

dJoiiMOMHUMH TpyTinauM, 

6. Sfiie 6u ovojk xorrjjncb acrp9- 
THThcx c Biuihm npeeocxojjirTaifrCT' 
bom h HaflTH npH noMouiM Baiuero 
npeioexnflHTtnkCTBi rojw*p*Ky Co- 
arrcitoro npiSHTtikmia a Hamcft 

6epb6tf 31 HCJBBHCHMOCTb. Hto >ce K(- 
caetcx UpaKTCpB I10MOUJH, KOTOpyiO 
CoBercKOe npaairrtnbCTBO moikbtoki- 

3JTL HSM, TO 3T0 TSXOfl BOOpOC, KOTOPHtl 

aodaccH Curt perneH CosercxnM npa- 

BKTWkCTBOM B CBRJH C HaCTOflUiCf! BO- 

eHHofi o6craHoaxott.fl6bimnkao xotw 

flo6a8HTb r TO MU nOJlHU peLUHMOCTH 
caejiaTb Hhchkj coHepiueUHO c»o6oa- 
HqR H TOnpaBHIMbcTBS, npH3HfleiliHe 
BpencMHoc npaBirwibCno C»o6n,n- 
Hoft Hhakh, 6«3oroBop9HHo coniacHU 
C HBMH B 3T0M BOFTpOCe. 

3*scpxfc Etc, Baure npetocxoAK- 
rejibcno, n mobm iucokom k Bsm yM- 
aceHHH h ojKiuaw Barnero exoporo or- 
bct*. 

Ocmaoci ucupeux* Bout 
Cy6xac Hdndpa Eoc*. 

K 3TOMj un*-oMy cc«, corpoaaAN- 
TenkHix saiiHcxa utMHccapa rocCeao* 
naciiocni.^.JlaHntiiHraHa hmx 
hhk* 5-ro oicwa Hepaoro ynpaBJicwitf 
HKBfl nojixo>HHKa A. OrpotueHXo: 

■HanpaEJUW nonHto nwchMS (nepe 
boa) Boca, xoTopoe oh npHCJiw * *no- 
hhk> nociy CCCP A, Mwwicy, 3 iKiipx 
1945 roAB», 

QGpameHHe Boca a nocanbcTBO 
CCCP ocTa.'iocb 6ca nocieAcnmfi. Ho- 
veMy? Bhahmo, noTowy, ‘fro coicrcKHc 
opraKu roc6e3onacHocTH, Cysy'iH hh- 

^OpMHpOEaHU O TOM, TO EOC TafiHO 
COTpraHHiaCT C aHnnuRCKHMM cncuc- 
flpuUMH, HC 3STOTC/IM af- 

HOUieHHfi CO CBOHM C0W3HHR0M PO 

aHTHrHTjicposcKoR KoajmuHvi, Mower 
6un, y h«x 6i>uih m Apyrvie coo6px*e- 
HHX, TipOAHKTOBantlHC npCJKAC Bcero 
Tcfinod Apyw6ofl XTlCCc KOMnapiHefl 
Hhahh. 

M b aaiCHOXCHHC - erne obhh doxy- 
mcHth 3 apXHfta KTE: 


»C ii p a s k a 

Doc^e Kamny/WUMH Ehohuh b nep- 
|oft nojioBHue ccKTs 6 pa 1945 rod#, 
corjiBcuo coofluicHHW TACC hs Tokho 
no aurdHRcicHM hcto4HHK«m, CyCxac 
Hatmp* Eoc, HWOflHBtunflcJi B flnoHHH, 
ywep. 

3am, hom. 3 omd. S omdejia 

i ynp. hkts c<x:p 

no&nnA/(.o#»ux Hc6arrwui coe 
25/XU ;N5 /,► 

JJjm KFT eonpoc o Ence 6 m.t 3BirpuT, 
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"ASIA AND AFRICA TODAY** 

< Inut No. 10/93) 

* •: . .-r - ; -;J* >rs;s • . 

"ASA INST WHOM SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE FOUGHT BUSINS WORLD 
WW II' 

In January 1 934 , KGB School N iOi received a new 
training aid. On the basis of comprehensive and well- 
documented materials which included secret agents' 
reports, cipher messages, letters, telegrams, radio 
intercepts and so on, that professionally compiled 
analytical survey revealed to a student how on the eve 
and during World War II the Nazi secret services had 
acted against the Soviet Union from Afghan territory, 
how and by what methods our security bodies had managed 
to neutral lee subversive activities, to foil German 
plans aimed at creating in th* Central Asian Republics a 
broad net of subversive groups, pro-fascist terrorist 
teams, secret stores of arms, secret addresses, radio 
stations, underground presses, bases for ideological , 
financial and technical support to agents of German 
mill tary i ntel 1 i gence. 

Along with this the survey, which served as a 
textbook for many a Soviet professional secret agent, 
tells about the vast plans for a Berman invasion of 
India and how the Germans tried to use Indian citizens, 
specifically Subhash Chandra Bose and Bhagat Ram, for 
those purpose* , 

The first chapter of this unusual textbook which 
reads as a thrill er is t i t 1 ed "Advent of Indian 
politician Bose in Afghanistan and his transfer by 
German intelligence to Berlin". It briefly tells about 
the events already known to the reader from the previous 
issue of our magazine. The last sentence of that small 
chapter ( it contains only a typed pages) is noteworthy s 

"These arm the outward circumstances of Bose's 
"disappearance" from India and hi* "unexpected" siding 
with fascist Germany" . The words which 1 have marked in 
this quotation arm placed in inverted commas by the 
author of the analytical survey. For the KGB, there was 
nothing mysterious and unexpected in Bose ' 5 
di ^appearance from India. The thing is that the KGB 
knew very well who Bose was and why he found himself in 
Berlin. 

KEY FIGURE - BHAGAT RAH 

Pur us; i ng tne documents from the k 6B archives placed 
by the Russian Intelligence Service at the editors' 
disposal enable* to draw an uneKpected but, in my 
opinion, quite i a well-grounded conclusion. Subhash 
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Chandr* Bose collaborated with the British Intelligence 
Service. When and on what terms this started is a 
matter yet to be investigated. But his operating in 
contact with the British on the eve and during World War 
II la directly or indirectly confirned by facts. 

Let'* start with indirect evidence. Could Subhash 
Chandra Bose escape on his own , without any outside aid 
at the very end of 19407 Probably, he could. He had 
enough followers in India to roly on their help. But 
subsequently in the wartime Situation he travorccd half 
the country, managed to get across the rone of Pushtun 
tribes, without a problem crossed the Inda-Afghan border 
and for nearly three months remained underground in 
Kabul, which at that time was full of British spies. 

True, in all this he waa receiving a lot of help 
from Bhagat Ram, a man who travelled all over India and 
had wide links in different strata of society. But it 
is exactly in connectiog With Bl'iflOrit' Ram that tho asst 
serious suspicions arise as to how and why Bose found 
himself in Berlin, Bhagat Ram was among the most secret 
agents of the British Intelligence Service and he joined 
it not in spring of 1942, when he requested Russian 
intelligence to inform the British about him, but much 
earlier. The "legend" he presented to our intelligence 
officers at his recruiting sounded quite convincing. 
But its anti — Br 1 1 1 eh element seemed excessive, I would 
recall that one of Ram's brother was hung by colonial 
authorities and two other were severely prosecuted. He 
literally made a show of his deep hatred for the 
British, And such a man himself suggested cooperation 
with his enemies. He apparently was not embarrassed 
that by doing so he betrayed his friend and associate 
Subhash Chandra Bose and doomed to failure the course 
which both of them had devoted themselves to, the cause 
which was entrusted to them by their parties Forward 
Bloc and Kirti Kisan - to establish cooperation with 
fascist Germany in order to bring closer a British 
military defeat. , 

Thus , can one presume that they were concerned 
with something entirely different ? Could they have 

(or were given) some other task? Could they have not 
acted against the British, but jointly with them? If 
so, many points became clear. It is clear why Bose 
managed to escape so easily. It is clear why Bose and 
Rjim manned to net to Kabul without a problem. At last 
it becomes clear why British colonial authorities kept 
silent for so long regarding Bose's escape . God 
forbid some ardent policeman or border guard would 
identify him and the whole plan would consequently be 
frustrated. 
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BQSE-8 * CONTRIBUT I OH^_ _TD ANTI-BRITIBH STRUGGLE 

The above mentioned plan was very circumspect- and 
very bold. Of course, I don't have this plan in my 
hands. But 1 believe its essense to be as follows. In 
the person of Bose, an influential Indian politician who 
enjoyed tremendous authority m his motherland, whose 
chisiMp *n4i Drltlal, d L o l eriiin ■ L s were wiQSiy known | the 
British introduced into the very heart of fascist 
Germany their man with a very reliable and convincing 
."legend 1 *. Through him they rapidly came to know about 
strategic and tactical Berman plane regarding India and 
the whole East, about military operations which were 
underway, about subversive activities and in general 
about the military and political conduct of the enemy. 
With his help C and with Bhagat Ram’s active 
participati on) they succeeded in neutralising persistent 
German attempts to create "a fifth column" in India - a 
wide network nf secret and sabotage agents, to prepare a 
mateiral and technical base for invading the sub 
continent from land and sea. 

Indeed, let us consider what practical help was 
u, »w-o iu M** t.busl patrons , what concretely he 
contributed to that severe and uncompromising struggle 
which was *o fiercely and with great losses conducted by 
Nail Germany against Great Britain < of course, those 
losses are incomparable with the catastrophic ones 
suffered by Hitler at the eastern front in the war with 
Russia, but they were also seriously shattered the 
military and political foundations of the "Third 
Reich") . 

True, Bose set up in Berlin his organisation "Free 
India" on behalf of which he conducted anti— British 
radio propaganda. But who in India was able to hear 
programmes of the radio station whose transmitters were 

located in Berlin? Bose would inquire from Bhagat Ram 
about the effectiveness of this! work. The latter, 
having visited India on the instructions of German 
agents, would merrily report to his boss that the whole 
of India was sitting near radio receivers. We already 
know the re*l value of such reports. True, the Germans 
were happy with Bose's vigorous activities to develop an 
underground for espionage and sabotage in India, with 
hi* circumspect careful preparing of 3 general 

revolt against the British. But all this was nothing 
but an "optical illusion", an illusion adroitly created 
by Soviet and British secret services. 

True, Bose was knocking together an "Azad Hind 
Fauj" from Indian soldiers who had fought on the side of 
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the allies and had been taken prisoners in Africa, 
Malaya and Burma. But that was a sham army, serving as 
an exotic decoration -for the Netaji , and by no means a 

serious force. 

True, Bose regularly sent from Berlin instructions 
and directives to his Indian supporters on executing 
concrete anti -British operations. But those 

instructions, with the help of radio i ntercept i on , were 
rweivfd by t-!iw Allies wno Owing to the same Bhagat Ram 
had the German cipher* and took appropriate measures. 

True, Bose passed on to his German friends 
comprehensive reports an the military and political 
situation in India. But as we know, this was skilfully 
prepared misinformation . 

In such a case, what are the practical results of 
Netaji 's anti-British operation during the Second World 
War? They equal almost to nil, A . Vinogradov in his 
article published in "Echo of the Planet" magazine and 
based on Indian sources aleo confirms this thought. "In 
fact, one cannot seriously talk about any military role 
of "Azsd Hind Fauj" ( of course, neither Indian sources, 
nor Vinogradov regard it as conceivable that Bose 
cooperated with the British) 

Could it b* that Bo»e did not know anything abnnf 
all true? Could he be unaware of an artfully desiqned 
net of lies and fraud which those cunning British 
jointly with Russians wound round him? Could it be that 
he didn't dare to think about Bhagat Ram's treason as a 
result of which his “selfless struggle" with Great 
Britain resembled a fight with a shadow? But he had 
sufficient opportunities to cross-check Bhagat Rams 
messages and reports. He did have a great number of 
reliable communciation channels with them bypassing 
Kabul . As far as I know he did not do that . Why ? 

When in spring 1943 Bose shifted to Japan there too 
he was more engaged in what we term window-dressing 
His Army "an object of his pride - "Azad Hind Fauj" 
often marched barefoot, let alone with! arms. But 

I 

Netaji, having announced himself Head of Sttate and Prime 
Minister of “Free Indio", as well as Defence Minister 
and Foreign Minister surrounded himself with an 
'exhorbitant suite, adjutants and servants, 

I Am hy no mmcns hsing i'uuiual* i-f 1 correctly 
understand this great man. Subhash Chandra Bose had to 
put on the mask of an Oriental Padishah in order to make 
himself look important and sifnificant in the eyes of 
his new bosses, the Japanese, if not by concrete 
activities in itiriinnl e_ioa.t.pr,t 14 tM uQAiju elvfcour age. 
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That Mas required to make + h® Japanese, *s tit* Germans, 
trust him and share their plans with him. 

In early 1944 the Japanese and Bose's troops 
embarked upon an obviously venturesome march to the 
North-East of India , Their goal was to seize cities of 
Ifflphal. But the British shattered the attackers. And 
when General Kawabe, following Prime Minister Todzio's 

inrtnintiii „ — . — .1 » .Liiw > ny iu ue utterly desperate 

he proposed to engage in combat.., no, not his personal 
"guards" consisting of 300 mack "kanu kases 11 , but a 
female regiment, which provided laundry services for his 
soldiers. 

And how should one understand the following 
Instruction, transmitted by Bose to his followers (radio 
intercept of 29 January 1944) s "Our teams in India 

must keep in mind that revolution in India should not 

start till ws ( "Azad Hind Fauj" and Japanese units - 
V.T.i have forced a crossing over the Brahmaputra and 

march to Calcutta". Didn't Bose understand that the 

attack at Imphal were it to be supported by an anti** 
British revolt in the rear, would have much more chance 
of success? Did he want that success and did he believe 
( and want !> that his "Azad Hind Fauj" , supported by 
Japanese bayonets, reach the banks of the great Indian 
river Brahmaputra? 

"TOM • SECURES BOSE'S COMMUNICATION WITH LONDON 

Yes, I understand that all this is indirect 
evidence liable to different interpretations. Though 
taken together and set In e logical chain, they seem to 
me to speak in favour of my version, especially that 
self-evident fact that Bose's friend and associate 
Bhagat Ram was a professional British secret agent. 

However, there are more weighty arguments. I shave 
in front of me a report by a Soviet agent in Great 
Britain on the conference of the Secret Intelligence 
Service staffers which was held on the 12th of March 
1943 in Oxford, It, intor-alia, informs that "at 
present Bose is on a German submarine cn ‘ route to 
Japan". Indeed, as early as in 1942 the German Foreign 
Minister Ribbentrop agreed with the Japanese that Bcee 
would be taken across to South East Asia. That became 
known from German archives after the war. The operation 
was enecuted in strict secrecy . Somehow in the region 
of South Africa, Bose at great risk to himself, was 
transferred from the German submarine to a Japanese one. 
Even the captains of the two submarines did not know the 
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name of the mysterious passenger. How come that the 
British learnt about that in detail and so rapidly i the 
conference was taking place when Bose was travelling on 
the German submarine. 

Could Bhagat Ram have in-formed them ? Undoubtedly 
- no. It was beyond his range. And even if he had 
learnt something he would have immediately informed the 
Soviet intelligence, since that was envisaged by the 
procedure established in Kabul. 

Haw then did top secret information fall into the 
hands of the British?. There are solid grounds to 
suggest that they were handed over by Bose himself. 

Here is another document, which is so important 
that I am providing a full translation. 

"Top Secret 1 ' 

" Zaman" 

6 July 1*44 

Details of "Rom's" 

Stay in Kabul from i — 24 May 1944 

'Rom' arrived in Kabul on 1st May and appeared 

before the control check on the same day and had a 
meeting with him in the evening. To the question why he 
came late, 'Rom' answered that he took off from Delhi on 
13 April and should have arrived in Kabul not later than 
22 April, but was held up in a tribal territory because 
of the ailment of '’Sang'', and was forced to leave him 
behind there and then had to take Gul i yam-ur-Rehman , a 
Communist working there on a mission of the Communist 
Party of India. 

Gul i yam~ur— Rehman had never been to Afghanistan 
earlier. Later ‘Rom' handed over the Copy of 

mi si nf nrmat i on which was compiled by (Jit* British and was 
meant for the Germans. Also enclosed was a legend on a 
paper compiled also by the British as a guide with the 
help of which 'Rom' was to inform the Japanese about the 
fate of the nine agents sent to India. Besides, 'Rom' 
handed over to me his brother's photograph , about whom 
he had mentioned during the last visit and whom he also 
wanted to use to keep contact with us through the 
Germans and the Japanese. 

1 asked Rom’, wnac was tins reason for his long 

absence. 'Rom' explained that he was very much needed 
in India and only after the British established radio 
link with 'Tom' (Berlin) and 'Olives ' ( Kabul) they and 
'Rom' decided that there was no special necessity for a 
visit to Kabul* However, two months ago, Moscow 
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requested that 'Rom' be sent to Kabul, -for which the 
H»aa of th«* British Intel 1 igence Jenkin, replied that 
'Rom' was very much required -for conducting a number of 
operations against the Japanese . After that Moscow 
requested to specify these operations. Then Jenkin 
decided to send "Rom** to Kabul more so since the 
British wanted to unravel the strange behaviour of "Tom" 
and "Oliver" who displayed strange indifference towards 
their work and did not issue instructions or give 
answers to queries. 

Then according to "Rom" , Jenkin developed 

suspicion as to whether the Bermans could guess the 
nature of 'Rom 's' work or not. This suspicion was 
further reinforced by the Japanese having sent their 
agent to India in submarines, without any prior warning 
through ’Rom' and despite the fact that during the last 
year in December the British informed 'Tom' the 

addresses, to be conveyed to Bose. Centering this 
business i.e. sending of Japanese agents, 'Rom' was 
assigned to explain to the Germans and the Japanese 
that he was informed about it through his own people 
('Rom' should be instructed with the afore mentioned 
legend compiled by the British and the copy of which he 
handed over to us and which is enclosed)". 

First of all - a few clarifications. "Zaman" - the 
Soviet spy Mikhail Alexandrovich Alakhverdov, who worked 
with Bhagat Ram, mentioned in the reports as M Rom", 

Jenkin represented Secret Intelligence Service in 
Kabul, He maintained durinq thtt war, working contacts 
with our special agencies. 

And now once again read carefully the report by 
"Zaman" . From thi* report it is clearly understood 
that the British sent their wireless operator to Berlin 
under the code name "Tom" who provided them with an 
operative and independent radio link to Bose. Taking 
all facto* into account, it is precisely through "Tom", 
that Bose could inform London about his departure in a 
submarine for Japan, 

The Secret of Pr_mervgd._in the British Archives 

If my version that Subhash Chandra Bose had 
cooperated neither with this Germans nor with the 

Japanese during the Second World War but with the 
British proves to be correct than what does it all 
mean? ■ 

First of all it means a great success for the 
British Secret Service which got very important 
information through Bose about its opponent and with his 
help they could neutralise the dangerous plans of the 


I 
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Gsrman fascists and Japanese military relating to India. 

Regarding Bose himself, the facts which emerge ( if 
of course they are reliable factsi and how can't we have 
room for suspicion in such an archivally complicated 
affair® in which the special agencies of the greatest 
intornati onal super powers were involved?) force us to 
review this legendary personality. To my mind they 
supplement his mystic image of halo of martyrdom and 
heroism. But was it in fact easy for him who devoted 
all his life to the struoale against th« British 
colonialism, to cooperate with the British ? At the 
same turbulent time he apparently realised that fascism 
had become the major enemy of the entire humanity, 
including his beloved India. 



.a 


Of 


course 


it would 
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agent. If he had gone for cooperation with the 
colqqiser* it would have hern nn\y due to idoological 
convictions, in the name of achieving the highest 
humanitarian task of saving humanity from the brown 
pi ague. 

However, am I too hasty in my conclusions 7 
Because it is still necessary to confirm the revealing 
circumstances once again about the mysterious period of 
life of Subhash Chandra Bose and strengthen it with new 
facts, documents and investigations. 

Much, much more still remains unclear. The main 
secret and all details, but very important details, are 
kept from the public in the British Archives. Though it 
is important to say frankly that London does not have a 
monopoly in terms of being a repository of secrets about 
Bose. In those materials receiver! hy our Editorial 
Board, particularly the KBB training aid , only little 
has been reflected about Bose. I think we can find a 
lot of interesting material if we dig well into the 
archives of this agency. "Great Britain never had any 
secrets which were not known to Russians, so effective 
was the spying by their agents in our country" says John 
Costello, an English historian who is engaged in the 
active study of archive materials which expose the 
secrets of special agencies, thanks to the new policy of 
Rlasnost in Russia, 

Costello is right. In Britain at the heart of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Secret Intelligence 
Service, there was a brilliant team of five Soviet 
agents called the “Cambridge Group". Kim Philby, Donald 
McLean, Buy Burgess, Antony Blunt. At least since the 
mid 30s, this team supplied . very valuable secret 
information to Moscow. Recently it has become known 


I 
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that in parallel with this "team of -five" was another 
important '-uxtord Broup” headed by a graduate of Eton 
College, known as Scot, whose identity has not yet been 
established, which also worked for the Soviets. I think 
the report on the meet! ng o-f SIS which was held on 12 
March 1943 in Oxford, which I quoted above, was received 
in Moscow through this group. 

As we see, the information of the KGB about who and 
why organised Bose's mission to Berlin, later to Tokyo, 
me that the Indian public is right to demand from London 
the publication of the secretly kept archival material, 
which may re-establish the whole truth about Subhash 
Chandra Bose, It is important to disperse legends and 
mysticism linked with this name. And there is a lot of 



they pray to his spirit for strengthening 
power. This was recently reported 


r yacner i ngs 

their will 
on Russian 


television. 


Subhash Chandra Bose - is he an idol of fascists ? 
But this is nonsense. A person with high human ideals 
could not have failed to observe what fascism means in 
practice. Yes, he approved of the order and discipline 
which reigned in Germany, However he approved only of 
order and discipline, without which not a single human 
community can function normally but never approved 
fascist methods of implementation. Violence against 
individuals as well as racism preached by the fascists, 
and their hatred of humanity were strongly alien to that 
man with strong democratic convictions along the lines 
of Vi vmkananda 's teachings and paternal traditions of 
Hinduism, high moral ideals of socialists - (Jtopists. 
If he had recognised violent methods as justified then 
i* was *«>1 r i*t line struggle against colonialism, 

The Archives, currently preserved in Britain, 
Should give a reply about what Bose had done in Berlin 
and Tokyo, whether he made friendship with the fascists 
or led a secret but heroic war against them. 

In that case, we can put a stop and close the 
history of his mysterious death. However, A. Rai kov has 
portrayed an exhaustive and convincing picture about the 
circumstances in which this outstanding political leader 
of India passed away in issue No. 0 of our magazine. 

I just add to what the Professor had written*. 
Subhach Chandra Bose appealed to the Soviet Embassy in 
Japan for support . Her* follows his let ter (with 
English translatioun) as preserved in KGB archives. 
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fttft B, MNP 

< INTERIM BQVgRHHEHI. O F FREE ISSIftO 

Imperial Hotel, Tokyo 
Monday, 20 November 1944 


To 

Hit Excellency, 

Soviet Ambassador in Tokyo 

Your Excellency, 

Being in Tokyo, I would very much want to call on 
Your Excellency. Having this in mind, I set as my 
objective mu objective to seek the support of the Soviet 
Government, through Your Excellency, in India's struggle 
for its independence. 

2. The -fact that we are closely linked with the Axis 
Powers in the common struggle against Anglo-Americans 
does not stop me. I am happy to state that the Axis 
Powers have a clear view about the peculiarities of the 
problems of India and that they have kindly granted 
formal recognition to the Interim Government of Az ad 
Hind ( Free India), -for which we are grateful. Besides 
Japan, whose relatione with the Soviet Government are of 
a strictly neutral character, even the German 
Government has fully understood aur stand and fully 
appreciated the fact that we, Indians, are interested 
only in actions against Britain and America. The German 
Government also understood and appreciated the fact that 
we are not interested in actions against Soviet Russia. 
In fact, the activities of my organistion in Europe are 
exclusively against the British and Americans but not 
against Soviet Russia, This was the basis for our 
cooperation with the Axis Powers in Europe and in this 
connection we have complete understand! ng and approval 
from tne German Government and the Fascist Italian 
Government . 

3. I am aware of the fact that there exists at present 
a union between the Soviet Government and the Government 
of Britain and USA. However, I have a fair knowledge 
about international politics to understand that this 
union c annul i estrict the Soviet Government in banding 
support to our struggle for independence. I recall, 
with great pleasure, the help extended to me by the 
Sovi et Governmen t when I left India in 1941. I conveyed 
my profound > gratitude to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Molotov in a letter cent from Berlin, which 
I hope, would have boen duly received by His Excellency. 

4. I am also inspired by the fact that Lenin had 
3’mv«i synoorted the struoole of colonial countries for 
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their independence. As far «s I am aware even after the 

cam ise at Lanin, thss Soviet Government has not altered 
its policy towards the problems of the colonial 
countries, Including India 

3. Regarding my Party - Forward Bloc— I can say that 

at a time, when Soviet foreign policy in Europe was 
deplored by all parties in India during 1939-40, we were 
the ones, who publicly supported the Soviet foreign 
policy towards Germany and Finland. Moreover , we 
consist of the Left Wing of the national movement in 
India and stick to the most progressive views on socio- 
economic problems. Besides, on date our party is the 
only party in India, which leads an uncompromising 
struggle against British Imperialism, in cooperation 
with a few other revolutionary groups. 

6. I would very much like to call on Your Excellency 
and seek the Soviet Government's assistance through Your 
Excellency for our struggle for independence. As 
regards the nature of help which the Soviet Government 
may like to render us this should be decided by the 
Sovi et Government i n connection with the prevai ling war 
situation. I would only like to add that we are fully 
determined to make India completely free and the 
Governments which have recognised the Interim Government 
of Free India unconditionally agree with us on this 
l Blue. 

Let me assure , Your Excellency, of my highest 
con si derat i on and I awai t your early rep 1 y . 

With regards. 

Subhash Chandra Bose 

There is a covering note to this letter from the 
Commissar in the State Security Department A. Langfang 
which was addressed to the head of the 5th Department of 
NKVD , Col. A. Otroshenkot 

" I am directing a copy of a letter {translation) 
from Bose , which was sent by him to the Ambassador of 
USSR in Japan, Mr. Y. Malik on 3rd January 1945". 

Bose's appeal to the USSR Embassy remained 
ineffective. Why? Apprently because the Soviet 

security agencies, having been informed that Bose was 
secret 1 y cooper at i ng wi th British Secret Services, did 
not want to complicate relations with their allies in 
the anti-Hitler coalition. May be, they had different 
friendship of the CPSU with the Communist Party of 
India. ( 

Finally, one more document available from the 
archive* of KGB t 
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-CERT1FICATE- 



After tha Japanese capitulation in the first half 
of September 1943, TASS quoting British sources 
informed from Tokyo that Subhash Chandra Bose, staying 
in Japan, died. 

Deputy Head of Illrd section of the Vth dept. 

1st Directorate of NKVD of USSR 
Lt. Col. Nabatnikov 
25. 12. 1945 


For KGB, Bose's case mss closed. 
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No . 44/Dix ( EE ) /9 4 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 


Ve have received from our Embassy in Moscow the third 
part of the series of articles on Metaji appearing in 'Asia 
and Africa Today* . Two copies arc enclosed of the transla- 
tion. It would be appreciated if AP Division could also 
keep MBA suitably informed. 


(S Jai3ljiankar ) 
Director (EE) 
6.1.94 


* 


Dir(AP) Suit. P R Sharaa 
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Ho. 77/Dir (EE)/94 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 
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Reference Coordination Division's note Ho. 211/Coo rd/9 4 
regarding the writ petition on the av/arding of Bharat Ratna 
to Metaji* 

2. AP Division is the nodal division in the Ministry* 
dealing with all matters pertaining to Netaji. All 
information available with EE Division has already been sent 
to AP Division. It is, therefore, understood that AP 
Division would take necessary action on the request made by 
JS ( Coord ) . 


(S Jaishankar) 
Director (EE) 

13.1.94 


Plr(AP) - Scrt. P R Sharnm 



Copy to JS( Coord) , mea. 


South Block, 
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SUE: Writ Petition No -C .O -6 720( fc ) of 1993 filed in the 
Calcutta High Court by Shri Eijan Ghosh challenging 
the declaration of Bharat Ratna Award posthumously 
to Netaji Eubhash Chandra Bcse. 


A Writ Petition No- C-0.6720(W} of 1993 has 
been Mled by cue Shri Eijan Ghosh in Calcutta High 
Court/ challenging the delcaration of Eharat Ratna Award 
posthumously to Netaji Subhash Chandra Eose by the Union 
of India . 

The Petitioner has filed an application before 
the hen. Court and has prayed to implead Secretary, 
Ministry *-i" external Affairs and the case is fixeo ror 
19.1.1994. The Ministry has decided to seek adjournment 
on 19-1.1994 asking for a reasonable time so as to enable 
the Government of India, Ministry of External Affairs, 
tc prepare a Counter Affidavit for which the information 
is reauired tc be collected in the Ministry and t rein 
various Missions abroad . A copy of application together 
with a copy of amended Writ Petition is enclosed . 

Heads of concerned Territorial Divisions may 
kindly arrange to collect the required information and 
provide the same to the undersigned urgently. 
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(VIJAY KUMAR) 
JOINT SECRETARY (COORD. } 
11.1.1994 
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An ^plication for addition of 
Putin* ) 

- And - 

In the Hatter jif 1 

An application under irtlde 226 of 

the Constitution of India | 

. And * 

t 

In the Matter of 1 

C.O. Ko. 6720 (V) of 1003 | 
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In the Hatter of > 
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to 

The Bon* We Hr* A*K* Bbettaebujee, Chief JutlM ad 
Hie Cs^bIm Jnatieea of the a aid fton'bl* court* 
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Tha bsablt patltion of- tha petitioner 
aboranssad noet respectfully - 

2JLZ.y-lJJLt 

1. Tour petitioner la a citizen of India and the 
petitioner In the abort writ application ponding before 
this Ron' bli Court. 

8* Tha said vrlt pttltlon haa alnoa baan aaended 

with tha latra of this Ron'ble Coart and an aanded vrlt 
application verified bp an affidavit affined on 2nd 
December 1D03 hat ban filed before thle Ror.'ble Coart 
on tha 6th December, 1093, an advance cop/ thereof ‘living 
baan tarred on tha respondents on or about 23rd Roveaber 
1003. the said Clrll Order la fixed for next hearing on 
tha 10th J Binary 1004. 

3. In tha swan tint baenast of dlealoaare of certain 

foots referred to bar aln after in detail, It has ba®«e 

I 

necessary to add the following aa parti as/ respond ante to 
tha vrlt application In tha ends of Juatlca |. 

(a) Secretary to tha Qorernve-n t of India, 

Hlnlitry of External affairs. Hr* Delhi, and 

(b) Secretary to tha Government of India, 

iiiiiistiy of Dsfaaca, 3f«w pal hi. 
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(o) The KnijLBj Editor, Worth Indian Patrlta, 
Allahabad Patrlka (P) Halted, 6, Patrika Marg, 
Allahabad. 


<* Prof*ssc r gamar Qaha, who hu been added by t*d* 

Bon'bla Coart u a party to the present proceedings under 
the order dated the 80th September, 1003, has filed an 
affidavit before this Ron'ble Court during the hearing 
of the ease on 6th December 1003* In the said affidavit, 
the eaid added respondent has referred to certain oorres- 
i pondenee between hla rod shri Dlnesh Singh, the Ton'ble 
< Minister for External affairs, Govamment of India, as 
wall as between Or. Trlguna San end the said non'blc 
Minister* Professor Samar Cuba has also referred In hla 
af fid wit to a lettar received by t&f on 80th March 190’ 

| fro a £hrl DJgblJay Singh, Deputy Minister fbr External 
Affairs, Govsnwant of India* Befersnce has also been 
aade to certain spettflo documents relating to the dis- 
appearance rod whereabout of lotajl Babhes Chrodra Bo is, 
vhl are either In the possession of or Capable of being 
procured rod produced by the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Qovernaent of India* Copies or Professor Samar Cuba's 
latter to Mr. Bremer, Mr. Makhll Oorvacbar rod Mr. Boris 
Tel t sin, the present president of the Federation of 
Bussia, leaking information about Metajl subhaa Bhrodra 
Bose, have also bsen ronexed to the said affidavit of 
Professor I roar Gob a* 


SJDtd* . 


* 



5* Vhll* tha rfcove-aaotloned latter of ghri Di^-rljoy 

Singh contain* m affirmation by tha Mini* try of Sxtamal 

i 

iff airs that tha follow -up action _rsgar41ng Mg -Irrtl 
investigation Into secret document* on tha dla ^pearsnee 
of letajl subha* Chandra Do*a has al re edy bear Initiated* 
tha latter dated tha 6th March 1003 of tha promt Klnla- 
tar for fxtamal Afflira addressed to Professor Saner 
Cuha contain* tha following reply i- 

" 1 entirely agree with yon that tha riddle about 
dlaappaarvica of letajl sbaold ba eolved. 1 eat 
narora yon va ah all do a vary thing possible In thla 

regard. Ion have node auggaatlona which are yn 

/ 

vary lnport«) t and 1 aa having the oat tar exaalned 
a* to bow bait va *i>ould procaad furthar 


6* Pro fa i*o r sonar Quha has alto aat ouyln hi* 

affidavit tha fbllovlng portion fron a latter written 
to Dr. Trtguna San by |hrl Dinseh Singh, the prefect 
Minister for fxtemal Affairs, ODvernment of India t- 


* Va shall tarry out mj directive froa tha 
President of India regarding Inquiry Into tha 

4 

disappears) oa of Vatajl tnbbaa Chandra Boat. In j 
tha mealtime, va shall aaa If va c a gathar j 

aoaa Information froa tha Kraal in* a flit as 
cugjMtad by yon** 


ta...e. 
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7# Jullit to thie, Professor Paaar Saha appears 

CLrtXW- 

to hffS taken np t hi sat tar 4*<h Skri 7. P. Singh, when he 
vu tfca Prise Minister,* On tha 7tb Jana, 1090 3hrl T.P, 
Singh la stated to have addressed the following latter to 
Professor Sasar Qtoa i- 


* Dear Professor Cuba t I hire received four 
letter of May 17, 1000 regarding high level 
Invest! gations Into seerat doeuaent* on dls» 
appear an ca of Ketajl Subhaa Chandra Bost fceliaved 
to be available In t ha 0.3 . S.R. , TJ.K. , Japan 
end the U.S.a. 


I hare asked tha Minister of Externa! affaire 
to look Into tbit* 

Regard*. Toare Sincerely 

Jd/- T.P. Singh • 


J 


•* Professor snar Oaha has stated In hit affidavit 

to hove written on tha subject thereafter to ghri 1.1. 
Oojral, tho then Minister of External Affairs Mid also 
diseased the Matter with htn. Shri Qujral Is stated to 
bass assured all affbrls to amtaat U.s.s.R. mui other 
eon earned foreign oooa tries. 


9. 


Inference has been node In the said affidavit 


to a letter written In February 1D79 by ghrl V*3. Ooray, 


•ootd...O. 




tha than India El gh Commissioner In London to Lord 
Mcoctbatten requesting bin to ebsd nu authentic ll*ht 
on the Petaji epleoda In the context of the report about 
hi* haring taken asylum In 104S In the USSR ad lord 
Mountbattm'e reply thereto to the effect that there 
vaa no official record of Sat&Jl subhas Chandra Bose’ • 
death In hi* archive*. The said letter* hare also been 
eat out In tha book - • EETJJI OSaD CR ALIVv T" by 
Profeaeor Saner Cuba, which forms part of tha winexnre 
to hie affidavit* the enld book alio contain* th» text 
of a Parliament question on the above co r re apon dense 
between Shrl S.G. Grog and Lord Kountbetten and the 
reply given thereto by Shrl Atal Behari Taj payee, the 
then Minister for External afflre. Government of India* 

I 

10* The recent publication by the Publication Dlvl-' 
•ion*, Kiel a try of Information and Broadcasting, Govern- 
ment of InAla of a book written by Dr* S.C* Kalkap 
• Challenging to the Empire i A Study of Ictajl* which 
vaa produced before thle Hon* bit Court during the hearing 
on the 6th Deo’mber 1003 to draw the attention of thl* 
Bon'ble Coart to oertaln pas sags In the book_beailng a 
dear reference to the feet of Setajl baring down to 
Bsngtok e nd than os to Dairen en route T albaka to have hi a 
a*ylnn In U3SR and coat ai ming a dear assertion that 
history It yet to »ay anything posi tive ab out h i* death 


eon td. • *7* 


of bsdng ramalalng alive* 
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11* J The xerox copy of the letter of 3** Xhorshed 

t- 

Hafojl written to Mr* Louie fls^her on Coheir of Seodhl- 
Je ou find July i 1946 annexed to the affidavit of Pnfi. 
••or flaaar Quba also £>ee to show that Ketajl vas 1 b 
"• ovlet Russia at that tisa and tha congress party In 
India «u ipprehenslv* of hie Coring to India with 
Basal en help In which ease the oontrol of the political 
situation In the country would gp out of the hand* of 
Sandhi J1 and other Congrsss Leader* It la Id the nontext 
of the above apprehension that a gesture vae thrown In 
the said letter for England to play fair to the People of 

4.n£-r~y 

Indla or to be deolraled by Indltra for ever ae cwr e iwn y, 

i* 

of India or Asistics/Alaost jTaaedl ately after vrittlng 
of this letter the Intsrlm Govemaent vae Installed at 
flew Velbl leading ultimately to Traiefer of Pover to a 
partitioned India within a year thereafter. Thl « letter 
la reported to be avail stole In the arohtvee of Prlnston 
University In U.S.l* and has been located thereby an 
India reeearch sch olar. Dr* Bhnl ra b P b attach aria t» 

A true copy of the said letter Is annexed hereto 
and narked with the lettar *A". 

t 

12* The above facts fled corroboration and the air 
crash stor y do ee not find the all aft test supp o rt froa the 
his tori sal waits on Indian Independence Mo v went written 

by -lew saiasst 31 a asssl 7 D*. taaesh Ch®dra 

I 

* 


-I ; 


1 * P 




■i t t* 

Hsjosdar and Professor ab slash TripatM. Vhlle Dr* X&J under 
dr eve a acj^plata blank after the departure of the pine 
from falg>n, Professor Trlpathi describes tbs rest u 
ooaplets silence, u stated In paragraph IS of the 

supplonintan affidavit of Dr* 3usanta Kuaar Xitra 

* 1 

( respond ut So. 5) filed before thl* Hon'ble coart on 

6th Deoeabsr, 1003. 

/ / 

J i 

13* tbe Klnls try of Internal Affairs, Government of 

{l 

India, b ho old be a ble to toll ten on the above aspect 
of the base vitb refsrenc* to tha records In tbalr posse- 
ssion md/or the reaords whlehare oapsble of^belrig • 
procured by then from » aourcea, as indicated In 


tf-e abov 


-A 


tloned letters referred to b/ Pro fee tor Samar 


Guh a Id / hie affidavit. 


14* f Dr* Susmita Kumar Nitre < respondent So. 5 ) has 
ana ot 4 to his affidavit xerox aople* of a series of 
artldla ( 17 In number >, able'] appeared In tbs lor tb 

' I 

Indian' Patrllco, Published fro a Allahabad on different 
dates, feetwam 20 / 12/ ID B5 Mid 31/1/1086 under tbe option 


4 


Kan of Kyats^", based on w Investigative In airy 
V t ' i 

eon duo ted by few of their Journalists into tbe background 

of a nameless * Salat" baring entered India from Tlb*t 

via Nepal in t|ie /ear 1961 and haring stayed at dlff^^ent 

place a in U.p. opto the year 1985, vbo upon investigate 
- i. • 

vea found. to lie so other parson than Detail Svbbse Cb«ii 

Nose* ' tbe sajd art! dies Alas aontain reference so a host 

•f deeueeota /mid ether aa tart ale bearing identity vitb 

• ;v ; /0 


/ 


Cl ' , 1 



Wetajl Subbas Cboadra Bob* Including a wrist 

watch >*Jt behind by tb* said • Saint" wf-dsh wars 
Iowan tori aed by tb* loaal polio* In the presence of 
local witnesaes. The said report* also point oot tb* 
■ystarloua fact of tba dlaappaartocc of tba laid 
* Saint" between the 16th and 16th September 1985, during 
which period he waa alleged to bare died, but the d*ed 
body vaa not shown to mj person and the cremation of 
a soapletely oovared dead body took plac* In m unusual 
earner under dose guard by certln persona at a place 
or. the bank of rlwer Baraju In Palsabad (tJ.P.), which 
was not a cremation place. The placing of a couple tely 
covered deed body on the funeral pyre bear* elgnlflCMit 
rtseablence to the placing of the doted oofflwe Itself, 
dontalnlng the deed body of a Japmaeae Soldi! , Ichiro 
Ofcura,' Into the fJsnmc a at Tapal on 2 f 7 * 10 '- gagas t, 1045. 


15. While the Klnlstry of Xxternal iffiirs, Qovema- 
«it of India tod the Klnlstry of p*f*nce, Oovernaert of 
India ahould be able to throw light on the Identity of 
the cald "Saint" reportedly entering India fron Tibet 
Tialta^sl in tba year 1051 and a tying In India up to the 
year 1085, the Forth Indite Patti ka,- which conducted the ; 
above lnweftlgetion by their Journalists and published 

i 

the facts ir. the above articles, ahould be able to produca 
the source a at* riel on the basis whereof the said "Saint" i 
was taken to be Hstajl Subbas Cbtodra Boss. 

\ 

*. 
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14. Ota Ministry of External Affairs, Qovernsent of | 
India* she old also ba able to t'row light on tb« point 
ra*e«d In ay lettar datad 30 Sove^r,' 1003 addressad 
to tha Secretary of the aald Mln-1 * try * written with 
reference to tha averoent Bade la tha affidavit of Shrl 
W.F. Tixire, Saeratary to tba Oovarnaant of India, Ministry 
of Boas Affairs, purporting to elala privilege in rtspect 
of aartaia doeusasta* A oopy of tba aald latter datad 
30 Sovaabar, 1003, which will apeak for itself, ia 
anaaxad bar# to and aarfced with tba lattar *B“. 


17. lour petition*# states that no reply has bean 
received by bin to tha eJbove-aentionsd latter froe tha 
Secretary to tba Oovamjaant of India, Ministry of external 
Affaire, although It la the aald authority, who en glra 
tha clarification asked for in tha said latter regarding 
tha annaaad foreign nationals, who hare been purported 


to be referred to as the wife and daughter raspactiraly 
of Eetajl Sub has Chandra Bos* In t>a aald affidavit of 
Shri E.H. Tobra, with whoa the Kiniatry of No®# Affairs 
has Carried on correspondence through our Sabassy in 
Tien a on the question of Award of Bharat Ratna poatbu- 
aously on Eetajl Mbhas u haodra Boss. 


SB. Ia tbs precises, tha preeanoe of the secretary 
to tba OovarnaaDt or India, Kinlatry of External Affairs, 
**¥ r'ilhi and the Ksneglag Editor of Eortb Tndl*a Fatrlka, | 

Allahabad Fatrlka (?) Halted, &A, ? start ke Jtarg, gliaca- , 
bad, before this Hoa'ble oourt Is ne os as ary la aider to 
enable this Bon’bla Oourt effeetaally and ao ^lately to 
adjadittta upon and aettla all to# quastioos Involved 


U...U. 



-I u »* 

In th* prssent writ proceedings. As will appear fro* 
the facts stated above, th* said two persona are nece- 
ssary m&/oT pier** parties to the p«i*t prooeedlng* 
j*id they should ho laplesded as par ties/ respond ante lo 
jth* fends of jostle*. 


IS. This application la aada bon af Id a and In th* 
interest of Jostle*. 


1 


Xo th* el reuse tmees jour petitioner 
■oi t respectfully prays Tour Lordahlp* 
to b« graciously pleased to order that* 


\ 


a) Zb* secretary to th* Qovs resent of 
India. Min Istry of External Affair*, 
lav Delhi, th* 9«er*taxr dtf th* 
Oovsraaent of India Ministry of D«f*nc* f 
Wsv Delhi nd th* Managing Editor, 
forth Indl m Patrlka, Allahabad Pat* 
rika (P) United, 6, Patrlka Marg, 
Allahabad ba added as respondent* to 
th* vrlt appll cation | 

i 

k) The said added respond ant i be dire* * 
et*d to file their respective affl* 
d as lt*ln -opposition to th* amended 
writ appllaation ad th* affidavits - 

tllwtt iy 2)3 is spend rants Eos. * to 8 1 


td. ...Ui 



>» u »- 

na Is produce all relevant records 
before this rfcn'bla Court* 

3acb other and/or further order 
or orders direction or directions 
u a ay be dewed fit and proper* 


ind fbr this act of kindness your petitioner u la duty 
bound shall ever pr^* 



If fid «rlt 


I IS ■ 



k r l I D AT I I 

1 , Bit » Ghosh, sob of $hrl Denoy Krishna Ghosh, aged 
•boat 37 ;ivt| by occupation advocate, • practising at 
ffijh court, Calcutta, residing at 3-172, B.B. College, 
Howrah -3, do hereby solemnly affirm end say as follovs »- 


1. that I « tbs vrlt petitioner sod I am veil 
acquainted witts tbs facts nd circumstances of the cast* 


8, That tbs ■ tat write sods In paragraphs 1 to 3, 

16 to Id (both Inclusive) are trae to ay knowledge, md 
those side in paragraphs 4 to IS, sxespting last para* 
graph are derived fro* records and newspapers *id rest 
ere to bumble sabnissions before this Hon'ble Court. 




Prepared by me 

Stj f 1 ^ k 


S*t‘ 


the deponent 


■J 




aolm 

this 


aly affirmed before me 

dto of December, IOS3 



Commissioner! 
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ne Secretary to the 0overm«ct of India* 

'/ialitry of External Affairs* 

H« D eihi * HO - kto \ 

H # * m f e aiv3 daughter of Netajt Subhaa Chandra 
D ear 3lr f 

This is to bring to you r kind notice that In an affidavit claiming privilege 
affirmed by Shrl H # N # Vohra t Secretary to the Government of India, Micdatry 
of fcioce Affair* la connection with C # 0, No. 6720 IWJ of 1093 p®dlng before 
the Hon* hie High Court at Calcutta* reference ha* been made to acme 
correspondence between the said Ministry and the wife and daughter of 
fletajl Subhas Chandra Bose through the Embassy In Vienna regarding confer 
meat of "Bharat Batna" on Ketajl* 

2. 1 am the petitioner In the writ application which is the subject matter 
of the above pending writ proceedings and a copy of the said affidavit of 
Shrl H # H,Yobra has been served upon me in that connection* Privilege has 
been claimed In the said affidavit In respect of certain documents Including 
the said correspondence between the Home Mini • try and the wife and daughter 
of Hetaji Subha* Chandra Bose* 

3* Since the sat d correspondence has been stated to have been routed through 

» 

if 

the Embassy In Tiuna, ptm your Ministry shahid be In a portion to 
enlighten me as to whether there is any documentary evidence in testimony 
of marriage of Hetajl Subhas Chandra Hose and/or of his having any daughter 
through such marriage. In the absence of any such documentary evidence the 
cl rcm stance* under which such correspondence with particular residents 

Contd. * * 2 
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# fcQOH HO It 

fe*M Jljitt JMiT* 



/ vlfe an<l daughter respectively of ^etaji GuLtia a Chandra koa* needs 
clarlfi cation. 

* 

4, The above Information and/or clarification Is necessary in order to 
appreciate the facts pleaded in aupport of the claia of privilege put 
forth by the Mini atry of Home Affairs in respect of the taid correspondence 
vi th certain persona in a foreign country over the question of conferring 
the title of “Bharat Rataa" on Netaji. 

6* 1 , therefor e, request you to favour me with such particulars as may 
be in your possession as to Netaji Subhes Chandra Bose having vdfe and 
. daughter outside this country and the basis on vhfcch their identity in 
such capacity has been recognised by your Ministry enabling the Government 
of India to enter into correspondence through the Ecbassy in Vienna with 
sueh persons on the above subject by treating then as wife and daughter 
respectively of Ketsjl Subha# Chandra Bose. 

6. A very reply is solicited. 

7. *hii is without prejudice to all my rights and contentions In the matter, 
Including those relating to the pending writ proceedings above refused to. 


Thank you. 


Advocate 


Tours faithfully, 




SUNDAY MORNING : NEAR AKSHAYA aiOYAPll 


Copy of a letters from Khurshed N T aoroji to Louis Fischer 


i>ear Fischer - 


22/7 / 16 


1 enclose a copy of Gandhiji s letter, as desired by you. 

But please don't think that ho is not with us. I have been 
with him since my release from prison and he put the cons- 
tr jctive Programme before the country which was overlooked 
the working Committee when they decided on constitutional 
methods . 

Since the release oi his colleagues of the Working Committee 
he has gone with them because they were not prepared to go 
with him but Gandhiji is essentially a man of action and 
’when the time comes P he will take the country with him* 


The Socialists are merely implimenting the constructive 
programme in the light of present ci rcums tances , We must 
go to the people and forge mass sanctions* The people want 
to know the shape of things to come* Grouping of the provinces 
or the question of sovereignty does not touch them, they want 
a plan* Let our leaders go to the Govt, sponsored Constituent 
Assembly and we remain with the people to share their joys and 
sorrows* When the time comes we shall be one. 


The Socialists do not want violence any more than does Gandhiji 
but what is practiced non-violence, re say nonkilling. We have 
to put non-violence in to practice and not just go talking of 
truth of non-violence* People want deals and not words* For 
twenty years we have talked on the ideal Govt* and the practical 
stage for us today is Panchayat Raj* Our people are very patient 
but even their patience is wearing thin. All Congress and 
the nationist minded people a rt one but our headache is the 
I ndo-Ang lo- Russia ns * The foreign Govt* has built them up to 
fight the Congress and will have to deal with them now* They 
are going underground and if before the time the Allies (excluding 
Russia ) t have a scrap with Soviet Russia, India is not satisfied 


0 







t 


// 


with the results of the Constituent Assembly. She will go over 
entirely and absolutely to the enemies of the Allies. The Indian 
army (not the Indian National Army) is no longer of the same 
temper as it .was in the first world war. Besides the disaffection 
amongst the Indian oflicers and the rank and file, a revolutionary 
group has been working amongst them and they are pro-Russiar. . 

There have been many cases a court martial in thp Indian army on 
individuals and platoons during the last war both in India and 
abroad. There have been mass desertions in the regular army and 
minor reaps in the S . V . F . Province at the beginning of the 
last war. 

At heart the Indian army is sympathetic with the Indian National 
Army, If Bose comes with the help of Russia neither Gandhiji nor 
the Congress will be able to reason with the country. Also 
Russia for propaganda purposes declares itself an Asiatic country 
then there is no hope of any European alliance acceptable to 
India. Freedom for India under the- aegis of Soviet Russia is 
no freedom for us; but it now rests with England to play fair 
by the people of India or be declared by us for ever as the enemy 
of India and of the Asiatics* There are other groups in north 
India pro-Russian, but after Russia joined the Allies they lost 
caster. However the bitterness towards the English is so great 
that Russia will again come into favour on the event of any disa- 
greement amongst the Allies. 

Gandhiji is not touched with the international reactions but 
we can't afford to neglect the signs of the time specially 
when it concerns our freedom. 




Yours 


Khurshed 


* 
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Sec: 


/ S Jai shankar 
Director (EE) 


No.T/I/411/5/93-EE 


January 13, 1994 


Dear Shri Haer, 


Please refer to the fax No.MOS/ISI/FAX-Ol/94 from 
Counsellor (Inf) enclosing an article on Netaji 
published in 'Asia and Africa Today*. The translation 
of the article was submitted to FS who directed that 
our Mission in Moscow point out to the Russians that 
the kind of accusation made in the article against a 
respected national leader of India being published is 
objected to by India. I am directed to convey that 
this be taken up with the Russian authorities in 
appropriate terms. 

We would appreciate confirmation of the action 
taken by the Mission. 


Yours sincerely. 


(S Jai shankar) 


Shri P S Haer 
Charge d' Affaires a.i. 
Embassy of India 
Moscow. 


Copy to Director (AP) - Smt. P R Sharma, MEA, 
Room No. 268-B, South Block, New Delhi. 


(S Jai shankar) 
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A j a i Malhotra 
Counsellor (Information) 


30i/0^(fjgj/av 

^ "3 -A ^ 


/MOST IMMEDIATE 


EMBASSY or india. 


ft— S Uliiia Obukha 
MOSCOW 


t " , /v]l'> 


•tT 


No - MOS/POL/30 3/2/ 93 


5 j/ pt / ^/ U Telephone No, IfT-OB- 

/ — # 1 1 / Id ex 413409 INDEM — 

4/3 


zu 

SU 


2 1 February 1 994 



Kindly refer to correspondence resting with 
Dir e c t or ( FE ) r s letter No* WT/4 1 1 /5/93-EE dated 13 January 
1994 concerning an article on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
published in the journal "Asia and Africa Today"* 

2. As would be seen from Ambassador 1 s letter No, 

MOS/AMB/818/93 of 24 June 1993 and MOS/ AMB/ 8 5 3/93 of 
2 July 1993, prior to the publication of the articles on 
Netaji in "Asia and Africa Today", this Mission had 
contacted Mr. V.K. Tourajev { Deputy Editor-in-Chief of 
that journal and author of the final two articles on 
Netaji) and had sought to dissuade him from publishing the 
same. As conveyed vide my note of 30 June 1993, Tourajev 
was, however, of the view that the articles made Netaji 
"go up in his esteem" since they showed Netaji as being 
an "even greater nationalist" as Netaji had "striven for 
a a.. .Independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan" . 



3. After receipt of Di r e c tor { EE ) 1 s letter on 20 January 

1994, I made several attempts to meet Tourajev so as to 
appropriately convey the point made in Director (EE) ’ s 
letter. Tourajev has, however, been ill and has of late 
not been attending office. Meanwhile, Ambassador has 
last week drawn the attention of Mr. Kotov, Head of the 
South West and South Asia Directorate, MFA, to the articles 
in "Asia and Africa Today", especially in issue No. 10/93 
pointing out that the kind of accusations made in that 
article were objected to by India. While taking note of 
the point made by Ambassador, Kotov indicated that given 
the present democratic system in Russia and the freedom 
of its press, the Russian Federation Government had no 
control over what is published in local journals/newspapers. 
Such a response was not unexpected, as would be seen from 
para 4 of Ambassador's letter of 24 June 1993- 


2 /- 
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4 . The above is for 1 your present information. T shall 

also duly convey our concern to Tourajev as soon as his 
health improves and he returns to office. 



Shri R.L. Narayan, 

Joint Secretary (EE ) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


* 


* 





SECR, 


£)yi Mo.,., ^S^Dir/Et)^ - 


Ajai Malhotra 


Counsellor (Information) 



EMBASSY OF INDIA, 


6—8 Uliisa Obukha 
MOSCOW 


No .MOS/FOL/30 3/2/93 


TikpliOiie NP- i97-OS-iO 
Telex 413409 IN DEM — SU 

4 March 1954 


to the last paragraph of my letter of 
even number dated 21 February 1994 concerning the article 
on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose published in Issue No. 

10/93 of the journal "Asia and Africa Today". 

2. I today met Mr. Tourajev, Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
of "Asia and Africa Today", and conveyed to him that the 
kind of accusations published in the article on Netaji 
in Issue No. 10/93 of his journal were objected to by 
India. Tourajev took note of this. However, as during 
our previous meeting on 29 June 1993, he reiterated that 
the contents of the article made Netaji go up in his 
esteem as it showed him as having contributed to the 
defeat of fascism. He added that in the Russian 
perception this enhanced Netaji's prestige, since Russia 
had suffered many million deaths in their struggle 
against Hitler's fascists. He insisted that the intention 
behind his article was certainly not to denigrate Netaji. 

3. From the ensuing discussion it also emerged that 
"Asia and Africa Today" would publish , possibly in its 
July 1994 issue, an article devoted to the Japanese 
military advance towards Kohima during the Second World 
War and Netaji's role in those events. That article 
would be authored by Prof. Raikov who had written the 
first article on Netaji published in the August 1993 
issue of "Asia and Africa Today". Tourajev assured me 
that the forthcoming article was of a purely historical 
nature and contained no controversial elements 
whatsoever. 

4. At the same time, Tourajev added that he was hopeful 

that material on Netaji's stay in Berlin might become 
available from .KGB archives. He mentioned that he had 
secured "first rights" to see such material and publish 
about its contents. This archival material was, however, 
yet to be located. 


PL 


Kindly refer 
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5- Tourajev also mentioned that the Moscow correspondent 

of “The ffuardian" newspaper published from London had been 
keen to translate and reproduce his article from the 10/93 

issue of “Asia and Africa Today". However, “The Guardian" 
Head Office gave an extremely cold response to the proposal 
and ultimately nothing materialised. 




" Yours sincerely, 



( Ajai Kalhp^rfa ) 


Shri R.L. Narayan, 

Joint Secretary (EE) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


) V 
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R. L. Narayan, 

Joint Secretary (EE) 


No.S-2524-JS(EE) /94 


My dear Aj c~- 



M 


JT3rPT4, di f^t-H 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


1 TCf e » ** 


March 17, 1994 


g) 


r<r' f . . i 


j? 2.- 9- c(f\ 



Thank you for your letter No , MoS/ Pol /303/2/93 
of 4th March, 1994 regarding your meeting with 
Tourajev of "Asia and Africa Today". I think 
that you have made sufficient efforts with 
Tourajev, who appears to be an unreconstructed 
radical and that we can now let the matter rest. 


2. However, you would no doubt keep Tourajev' s 
attitude in mind if and when we receive any 
request for financial support, special issues, 
advertisement assistance, etc. from "Asia and 
Africa Today". 





Yours sincerely, 


/ 



(R. L. Narayan) 


Shri Ajai Malhotra, 
Counsellor (Information), 
Embassy of India, 

Moscow. 


A\_ 
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V.K. JAIN 

SPECIAL SECRETARY 


dS. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


D.O. No. I/12014/27/93-I3 (D.III) 

"HTTfr 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
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1 MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
New Delhi-110001 
March 18, 1994. 


Dear Shri 

* In continuation of correspondence resting with 

the Ministry of External Affairs regarding articles 
reported to have been published in a magazine 'Asia 
and Africa Today' in Moscow in September-October , 
1993, on the subject of Netaji's death, his ashes and 
his alleged role as an MI-6 agent. 


y >rbh 



2. Ministry of Home Affairs is of the view that 
MEA should critically analyse the various diplomatic 
options available in this regard, including the option 
of asking the Government of Russia to authenticate the 
factual position from their own records and MEA's 
assessment on the likely response from the Russian 
Government. It would be fruitful if the Government of 
Russia could be pursuaded to keep the publicity on a 
low profile. 

3. While initiating action on the above 
suggestions, diplomatic implications as well as 
bilateral relations with Russian Government may be 
kept in view. 

f 

4. I shall be grateful for your kind advice in the 
matter by 22 March 1994. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

( V.K. Jain ) 

Shri K. Srinivasan, * 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 





R.L. Narayan 
Joint Secretary (EE) 


No. St2684/JS(EE)/94 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


24 March, 1994 


^ — /VW . S 



Your DO No. I/12014/27/93-IS (D . Ill ) of 18 march, 
1994 regarding articles published in the Russian magazine 
'Asia and Africa Today' on the subject of Netaji. 

2. We have spoken to the Russian Embassy number 2 
and put across our views in the matter. The note 
recorded by me is enclosed. This makes it clear that the 
Russian Government is not aware of any facts which 
substantiate the allegations made in the magazine. 

3. Our Embassy in Moscow has earlier taken up this 
matter both with the author himself as well as with the 
Foreign Office. The latter's response has been that the 
Russian press is free and not amenable to government 
control . 

4. On the other hand, in MEA's view one need not 
overreact to the publication of such allegations. The 
last instalment of the three part article has been 
published in November 1993 and as far as we are aware, 
there has been no publicity either in Russia or India. 
Tourajev has told our Embassy that he has no plans to 
write any further articles unless new archival material 
becomes available to him from KGB archives. Another 
professor, Riakov, is planning to write an article on the 
Japanese military advance towards Kohima during the World 
War II and Netaji* s role in those events. We have, 
however, been told that this article will be purely of a 
historical nature and will not contain any controversial 
elements whatsoever. 

5. v While 'Asia and Africa Today' was substantially 
subsidised in the Soviet era, it has now fallen on 
financially hard times. Its circulation is just a few 
thousands and is largely confined to academic institutes. 
In view of this, I think we can let this matter rest for 
the present. 


Yours sincerely, * 



(R.L. Narayan) 



Shri V.K. Jain 
Special Secretary 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

New Delhi. 

'•TO.-- V.---: Vr.r . .-.V 

Copy to Shri Ajai Malhotra, Counsellor (Inf), 
Embassy of India, Moscow, with enclosure. 


-/ 
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^ The last enquiry from India regarding the fate of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
was received by the Russian side in November 1992. Prof.Samar Guha in his letter dated 

19.11.92 and addressed to the President of Russia Mr.Boris N.Yeltsin claimed that after 
the defeat of Japan in 1945, "Mr.S.CBose found refuge in Russia" and appealed to 
"disclose all the truth" relating to the "stay" of the latter in Russia. 

After the relevant information was collected in Moscow from various archives 
and governmental departments the applicant was informed by the Russian Consulate- 
General in Calcutta in April 1993 that according to the data of the central archives of 
the former USSR and the Russian archives no evidence of stay of the former President 
of the Indian National Congress Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 
1945 or subsequent years had been found. 

This information was also conveyed to the Embassy of India in Moscow vide I 
Note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation No.2/ioa dated 

8.01.92 in response to the earlier enquiry of the Embassy. 
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HOME SECRETARY 
HTTcT 'd’4?W 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
New Delhi, 
April 20, 1994. 






fL^- 


** . 

fojjiJiffr 2 


This is further to d.o. letter No. 1/12014/27/93- 
IS(D.III) of March 1994 from V.K. Jain, Special Secretary, 
to your address and MEA 1 s d.o. letter No . S— 2 684 / JS(EE) / 94 
dated 24th March, 1994 from R.L. Narain, Joint 
Secretary (EE) regarding articles published in the Russian 
magazine "Asia and Africa Today" concerning Netaji. 



We agree that as the publication of the 

controversial articles has not so far evoked much publicity 
^ 7 'in Russia or India, there is no need of immediate action by 
way of damage control. The position at our end could be 

vastly different if these or fresh articles of a similar 

nature were to be published in India . It is, therefore, 

necessary that such an eventuality must be fore-stalled. 
We would appreciate if MEA takes up the matter with the 
Russian authorities at an appropriate high level to invoke 
their good offices in effectively ensuring' against such a 


possibility. 




Yours sincerely , 




( N.N. Vohra ) 

Shri K . Srinivasan , 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs , 

New Delhi. 



Dy. Ni 


Dated 



*prra*r, ^5 foni-tl 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
NEW DELHI-11001 


Mil 



"II 


* 


R L Narayan 
Joint Secretary ( EE ) 




No.S-3886/JS(EE)/94' :,,ee 


25 April, 1994 



A 


My dear fij to. / 

Reference your earlier correspondence regarding the 
article on Netaji in 'Asia & Africa Today’. We had 
taken up the matter with the Ministry of Home Affairs 
who have agreed that, as the publication of the 
controversial articles has so far not evoked much 
publicity in Russia or India, there is no need for 

further immediate action by way of damage control. 
However, the position at our end would be very 

different if these or fresh articles of a similar 

nature were to be published in India. It is therefore 
necessary that such an eventuality must be forestalled. 
MHA have asked us to take up the matter with the 

Russian authorities at an appropriately high level to 
invoke their good offices in effectively ensuring 
against such a possibility. I would be grateful if you 
could do the needful, particularly impressing upon the 
Russian Foreign Office that they should ensure that no 
reprints in English or vernacular languages are 
permitted by Russian organisations in India or by 
Russian Embassies abroad. I have already done so with 
the Russiaon No. 2 here. 



A 


Yours sincerely, 



(R L Narayan) 


Shri Ajai Malhotra 
Counsellor ( Information) 
Embassy of India 
Moscow. 
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JTcT ^DTPST, JTT?^r 
" EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
6-8 Ulitsa Vorontsovo Polye 
MOSCOW 
T®!. No. 917*0820 
Telex 413409 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax-9752337 




c-oy 

Kindly refer to your fax No.43S0/JS{EA)/S5 dated September 
18. 1995 forwarding a report which had appeared in the “Pioneer' of 
September 14, 1995 on papers relating to Netaji. Ambassador had taken 
■■ ;p this issue with the Foreign Office here in July 1995 and copies of the 
note verbaie and Ambassador’s fetter to JS(EE) in this regard is enclosed 
fervour information. 


m 


Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Joint Secretary(EA), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



Ycurs sincerely. 


(M.Ganapathi) 


Copy with a copy of fax under reference for information to 
Shri R.L Narayan, Joint Secretary{EE), Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. , 
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FAX 

From: Foreign New Delhi 
To: Indembassy Moscow 

Deputy Chief of Mission from JS(EA) 


18 September, 1995 
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JlllllUJlUU iy a m flfSM Uftllll i&eared in II8H11I 

of 14 September. 

2 . Would appreciate any comments you may have which 
uuuict be seia by aay , i£ neceayary. 
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Papers relating to Netaji in KGB iarchives? 


PTI 

Calcutta 


3Evi:nAlj pnniMKiVIS* maut<6 
10 NeLaji Subhas Chandra BUse 
and his Iuud 4iu? ppearan- 

ci an* ctlU lying In the InaccessU 
ble archives of Ihtf disbanded 
KGB anti In the official archives 
of the Russian president in 
Krerffifn 

Spe^al permission ofthe Russi- 
an Government is required to 
scrutinise them and It is believed 
that examination of these doru* 
ments may eventually wnr*vel 
the my*l r '**y behind Nelajrs disap- 
pearance at the c:,i z* the Yrurld 
War II, according to three acho- 
tars of the Asiatic Society who 
recently visited some of the 10 
archives In Moscow undrr an 


Indo-Russian cultural agreement. 

Dr Purabl Roy (Jadovpur 
University ) t Dr Had Vasudevan 
and Dr Sobhanlal Dima Gupta 
Vmhu'&Cvfrntth. University! visit- 
AtiC SoUriy* as p*rt of the CUUti* 
rat agreement signed between 
the Asiatic Sfleiety and the tncii* 
lute of Oriental Studies, Moscow, 
to compile accessible rtiatt'iiafo 
pertaining to the indn-Russian 
relations during 1917 and 1947. 

They told newspersons here 
that they fared "utmost" difficul- 
ty In studying the available do cu 
men is in the archives. 

$inre the available documents 
relating to Indiart history wer* 
ifumli in •’disarray." the 
archives In the KGB office &Bd In 
the ftraldcnt** Archive in Krem- 
lin are expected tu reveal the 
hitherto unknown facts about 


NeiaJL they felt. 

Asiatic Society general secreta- 
ry Chandan Roychowdhury said 
the Prime Minister would be mov- 
ed to request the Russian Presi- , 
torn to allow Indian scholars to j 
Kremlin *nd also Irt lift 1 uto Jhn j 
M oscow for collecting rrtore infer | 
matidfi ttl/uut Jndlao Baders j 

The scholars, who spent about/ 
S 6,000 dollars IB get acecfw iW 
the archives in Moscow, said iha( 
In most cases, they were ftni 
allowed tu study the required 
Ble* and documents. The pro- 
blem* were further accentuated 
due to ’restriction' imposed by b 
section of officials of the Indian 
embassy iri Moscow, they Alleged. 

Q n *he revealing farts about 
Netaji Subhas (JhAHOi a Dutiflt 
they a«M that documents at the 
archives nf the Kxierhal Attain* 


Mi^ciry of the Russian fedora- 
' Uon Indicated that HUfcsIan agsnt 
V G Sayadyant. who was allowed 
to function in India by the British 
Government carried t letter 
from Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru in 
August 1946 to Moscow on way 
About Set4ji men- 

Moreover, ihe scholars quoted 
an article 6f V Tuiadrov, * *ub- 
edltor of 4</a and Africa Today, 
found among the arcnlviJ mature 
als, lo Sly that the Ruslan agent 
sought to convey thr message to 
Moscow' In September. 1946. that 
the BovIvK might have to contact 
"Forward Bloc as one of the 
major political parties In India 
anH its leader Subhas Chandra 
Bose". These references pointed 
111 Nclaji be^g alive even in 1946. 
the scholars said. 


ft tV ■ ) 
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CRASH CRASH 

TELcX/TELEFAX 

From : Indembassy, Moscow 
To : EAM’s Office. New Delhi (1 1 -301 1 463) 

Shrf D.B. Venkatesh Varma, APS to EAM from Minister (Pol) 

Faxed below is the letter No. 2/YuA of January 8, 1992, in its original 
Russian and rough translation, on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 





TEL :£B1 1718 


P:BS 


L 3 


l?*i- p-J./? 

(rough translation) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Russian Federation 

No. 2/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of Republic of India and with reference to the 
Embassy's Note dated 16 September 1991, has the honour to Inform that 
according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1 945 and thereafter. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Moscow 
8 January 1992 



Embassy of the 
Republic of India 
Moscow 


TEL: 2911716 
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mhhhctepctbo khoctpahhhx mji 

POCCKJ5CKOJ1 flE^RPATtmt 
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NO. 



MllHHCTepCTBO HHOCTpaHHUX Jiejl' ■ POCCHfiCKOfl Oe^epauMH 
cBHfleTeJibCTByeT CBoe yBaaeHne IfocojiiCTBy PecnyGjwKH Khuhh m, 
ccyjiaHcb Ha HOTy IlocojiiCTBa ot 16 ceHTflCpa 1991 rona, MMeeT uecTb 
cooCiuhtij, uto no flaHHUM ueHTpaJitHux m pecnyOjiHKaHCKHx apxiiBOE 
1 KaKnx-^Hdo CBefleHHtt 0 npeGbiBaHHH b Cobgtckom Coiose b 1945 h 
nocjieflywuuie rofibi CuBniero npeavwGHTa MHUHflcKoro HaunoHcuibHoro 
KOHrpecca HeTanxn CyGxaia Manflpa Boca He HMeeTCH. 

MHHHCTepCTBO noJIb3yeTCH CJiy^aeM, UTOOb! BO3O0HOBMTb 

IlocoJibCTBy yBepeHna b CBoeM bwcokom yBaaeHHH. 



nOCOJIBCTBy PECnyBJIMKH 
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H.E.MrAnatoly M.Drukov, 
in India during the 
ress-conference on the 21.02.96 in 
e Foreign Correspondents’ Club 


Intervention by 
Ambassador or Russia 





f* 


In Russia as well as in the erstwhile Soviet Union Subhash Chandra Bose is 
deeply honoured as one of the most outstanding sons of friendly Indian people, 
who dedicated his whole life to the liberation of India. 

We extend great respect, understanding and attention to those actions 
aimed at finding out true circumstances of his demise. 

Along with this, being a foreigner, I can speak about the matters concerning 
my country only. And now I can only reiterate what my Government has already 
said in the verbal note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation No 73/YuA dated October 27, 1995 as a reply to the request of the 
Indian Government: 

"As a result of the investigations carried out at the collections of the Central 
Archives of the Federal Security Service of Russia and of the Russian Centre for 
Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modern History, there was found no 
information on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the 
erstwhile USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years". 

I realise that on the centenary anniversary of Subhash Chandra Bose too 
much emotion appears among the representatives of different strata of Indian 
society. 

Hence I would rather avoid any additional comments on the subject. 

Thank You. 



c * 
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TUB ASIA TIC SOCIBT J 

FOu^dfld I* 1794 

f An at Netior>#1 < TlDOftfl ric* tJflnt*r*d by an Art %' 1 

1, Park Street, Calc'jt*a-7t?0 0 "! K , 


Pro*', Anil K, S** 

Oen*~'i ji Secret* . -'.ting) 

Dele ; November I 

Deai Ui , ju J rel , 

The Asiatic -oclety is grateful to you fox your pronp’. 

' -Motion for Inclusion of the suggested i'ems In the orype-v * 
Mi tui ; ->I agreement with Armenia as well as for pursuit: ‘ ■ t 
■letter relating to collaborative studies with Tor tug* 3 



Haiug eno' aged by your sympathy ,md support w« 
^preaching you for a different matter role tod to Cul* 
L.xdianye Agreement between Government of India and Govt- 
of Russia following which the Asiatic Society entered v; 
agreement with the Institute of Orient *,! Studies, Rursiai. 
a thorny of Sciences. This bilateral agreement between fhi- 
*■ - tic Society and tho Institute of Oriental bt*>di-*s >.*> 
bringing out a volume relating to Indo-Russian Rel at U.n e • 
period from 1917-47 based on archival documents <?v * u*. 
■'liferent archives of Russian Federation which r <>::> ■; j m': 
for a considerable period. O; the basis of this ag. *<■ - 1 
Asiatic Society depute*! three scholars *• Dr. Rural* i 
Sovan Lai Dutta Gupta and Dr. Harivasudevan to cre . 
materials from the different archives of Russian F . 

They have collected huge important and valued mat?) j.,i_ 
they have been stuck up for tho concluding part of the,., 
because of denial of access to the President’s Archive, 
of Foreign Security Service and the Archives of Army Gene*/ 
Staff. We approached your predecessor in office, for takl.* 
rhe matter with the Russian GovermiAftt so that our sdiol-.v.'s- 
be permitted to get access to ‘hose Archives, We have 
Ijeen favoured with any .response , 


We would, therefore, urge upon you kindly to tak- 
•natter with the Russian Government so that tho scho.l. 
Asiatic Society can get access to the t archives for }.*■■ 
purposes in order to complete the assignment entrusted ■. y 
in terms of cultural agreement with the Government of Indio 
-■’ud tho Government of Russia, 




We shall appreciate an early a :tion in this matter 
loot has to be completed within a definite time frame 


With kindest regards, 

‘ . ! . K, . Gu* 

’-‘in Is ter In- r e of 
external Aitoirs 
Govt, of India 
i < vjth Block 
;:*w Delhi - 110001 
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Reference letter addressed to EAM from the Acting 
General Secretary of the Asiatic Society, placed below 
at FR, requesting MEA to take up with the Russian 
Government the issue of access to certain archives for 
research purposes . 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that 
the Asiatic Society and the Russian Oriental Institute 
had entered into a cooperative agreement for 
facilitating research into Indo-Russian relations. The 
Asiatic Society had thereafter sent a three-member 
team to Moscow to gather information relating to 
Indo-Russian relations from 1917-47. The Asiatic 
Society feels that, in order to complete this 
research, they would need access to the Presidential 
Archives, the Archives of the Foreign Security Service 
and the Archives of the Army General Staff. 

3. It would not be appropriate for us as a 
Government to seek access to these archives. The 
Presidential Archive contains the proceedings of 
Politburo meeting;. The Archives of the Foreign 
Security Services are part of the KGB Archives. The 
Archives of the Army General Staff are also security 
and intelligence related archives. 

4. Access to these archives has been given by the 
Russian Government on a highly selective basis to one 
or two reputed scholars, like the Russian historian, 
General Volkogonov, and the US academic, Richard 
Pipes, who have thereafter published works on Lenin 
(and Stalin) based on this material. The main purpose 
of these works has been to directly implicate these 
founders of the USSR, Lenin in particular, with the 
terror of the Soviet period. These biographies, 
therefore, serve a definite political purpose as far 
as the present Russian Government is concerned . 


'} 



5, Obviously, no Government in the world can be 
expected to throw open its secret archives i'or general 
research, on the basis suggested by the Asiatic 
Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for the 
Government of India to seek access to these archives, 
which have not been declassified so far. We would, if 
nothing else, be embarrassed were a similar request, 
on the basis of reciprocity, to be made to us by the 
Russian Government at a later stage. 


6. It may also be mentioned that, after the Asiatic 
Society scholars had returned from Moscow last year, 
they had given interviews to the Indian press 
indicating that, on the basis of the archives which 
they had examined, they had found evidence that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was alive in the Soviet Gulag 
after the air crash in which it is generally accepted 
that he died in 1945. This led to questions in our 
Parliament. At that time, we had again taken up the 
question of Netaji’ s supposed survival with the 
Russian Government. The Russian Government had, 
formally and in writing, reiterated what they had told 
us earlier, namely that there is 
whatsoever in their archives to 
speculation regarding Netaji ’s presence 
Union after 1945. 


no evidence 
support any 
in the Soviet 


7. In view of the above background, it may be safely 
surmised that the Asiatic Society wants access to 
these secret archives essentially in order to go on a 
fishing expedition in search of material on Netaji, 
which, its scholars have convinced themselves, exists 
in these archives. Indeed, Shri Pradip Bose, who is a 
relative of Netaji, had written to the former PM last 
year seeking access to these archives precisely in 
order to further such research. These papers, which 
are held in NGO, are placed below at flags "A" and "B" 
respectively. 


8. Our seeking to obtain access to these classified 
archives on behalf of the Asiatic Society, after the 
Russian Government has repeatedly and formally told us 
that they have no evidence of Netaji having been in 
the Soviet Union after 1945 can therefore be easily 
misunderstood by the Russian side. From the present 
perspective of Indo-Russian relations, such a request 
would serve no positive purpose, but could well have 
a negative impact. In any case, it would not be 
appropriate for the Government of India to seek access 


3 



to these highly classified and security and 
intelligence related documents, based on nothing more 
substantial than an Agreement between two non- 
governmental organisations. 

9. In response to the present letter to EAM, we may 
advise the Asiatic Society to continue to seek access 
to these archives through the Institute of Oriental 
Studies, their counterpart organisation in Russia. 
This letter could issue at my level. 



(R.L. Narayan) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
18. 11.1996 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Immediate 


R.L. Narayan 

Joint Secretary (EE) 

Phone 3015061 



JS( EEl/96 


26 November, 1996 


Dear Prof. Sarkar, 

Please refer to your letter No. 14998 dated 
15 November, 1996, addressed to the External 
Affairs Minister, regarding the research project 
on Indo-Russian relations for the period 1917-47 
which is being undertaken by the Asiatic Society 
in cooperation with the Russian Institute of 
Oriental Studies. 

You have mentioned in vour letter that, in 
order to conclude their work, the scholars of the 
Asiatic Society would require access to the 
Pres ident * s Archives , the Archives of the Foreign 
Security Service and the Archives of the Array 
General Staff. These are essentially intelligence 
and security related archives which have not been 
declassified . 

You may like to continue to make efforts to 
obtain access to information on Indo-Russian 
relations through your counterpart organisation, 
the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies. 


kJ yJZr- t WVltsM, 

Yours sincerely, 



0 (R.L. Narayan) 



Prof. Anil K. Sarkar 
The Asiatic Society, 
1 , Park Street , 
Calcutta-700 016 


Directorate of Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation 


March 20, 1997 
N 547 


The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation presents its compliments to you and has 
the honour to forward herewith the letter of Mr. L. Joychandra Singh 
addressed a second time to the Central Archives of the Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation. 

In reply to this repeated query, the Central Archives of the 
Ministry of Defence (CAMD) of the Russian Federation has pointed 
out that there is no other data relating to the fate of Subhash Chandra 
Bose besides the information conveyed to you vide letter No. 1843 
Hated October 28, 1996 (enclosing No.2/22672 of the CAMD). 

We request you to kindly inform Mr. L. Joychandra Singh of the 
above reply from the Archives. 

The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Military Wing of the Embassy of India in Moscow the assurances 
of its highest consideration. 


Military Attache in the 
Embassy of the Republic of India 
in the Russian Federation 


Brig. D. Singh 
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Enclosed is a letter f ron Mr I, Joyclmrtdra Singh which has 
been seen and it : 3 re pi ii'rt that there are no rccuriin with, tne 
Central Archives of ti n; Ministry of Defence of the Russian 
Federation a bunt Lite Ca tus t rophe in August 1 ‘.H 5 and death of 
C otnn ,j n J ur - i n -C h i e t uf t.hc lliJian National Army 

Mr Subliash Chandra Ftnsr . 



Enclosed : Two lcttuis with our letter No 22672 . 


A 


Chief uf Central Archives 
Ministry of Defence 
of the RusKinri Federation 

sd/- x x x x 

(Colonel N f'.KU.KVI 


Russia*' 

Miiv-a Wfrfe \!-r/Ja<dt °f 
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From : Foreign New Delhi 
To : Indembassy Moscow 
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PCM from US(EE) 


Kindly refer to vour office’s query regarding JS(EE)’s fax enclosing an 
Asian Age article on Netaji. Reproduced below is the required extract of an 
article in the Asian Age of 21 August 1998 titled “Nehru, Gandhi letters show 
Netaji alive after ’45 Crash” by Dhiman Chattopadhyay : 


Begins 


Calcutta, Aug. 26 : In a letter to then British Prime Minister Clement Attlee in 
December 1 946, Jawaharlal Nehru wrote that he had news of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s whereabouts in Russia after August 1945 - days after he was 
supposed to have died in an aircrash near Tokyo. In a similar letter to his 
biographer Louis Fischer a few months earlier, Mahatma Gandhi wrote that 
Netaji was alive in Russia in 1946. 

These and several other post-war documents unearthed from the archives 
of the erstwhile East Germany, Soviet Union and the United States have once 
again threatened to reopen the mystery surrounding Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s death in an aircrash in Taihoku in 1945. 

With most of the new evidence in hand, a Hamburg based association of 
expatriate Indians have now written to Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
urging him to iniaite a “serious and scientific” inquiry into the mystery. In a 
memorandum submitted to the Indian Prime Minister on August 15, 1998 and 
signed by more than 200 Indian expatriates, members of the group have claimed 
that the weight of existing evidence seriously challenges the aircrash theory. The 
most important pieces of evidence that have now come to light are : 

• Dr. Radha Benode Pal, eminent jurist who represented India on the War 
Crrimes Tribunal in Tokyo, was shown the Allied Intelligence report of the 
alleged plane crash by the American Judge at the tribunal. According to this 
report, there was no plane crash at Taihoku within a time span of a week 
before or after August 18, 1945. (Letter from Netaji ’s nephew, the late Amiya 
Nath Bose, to then 
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krime Minuter P.V, Nantsimha 
^feao in 1992). 

■ Deposition made under oath to 
.the Khosl^ Commission by Shy am 
v LaJ Jain, personal stenographer of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, regarding a let- 
ter from Nehru to Prime Minister 
\ Clement Attlee of Britain in 
.'December 1946 referring to 3ub- 
^ has Bose's entry into Russian ler- 
. -ritary after Aupwt 1945. (Khosla 
■ Commission Records), 

KB A letter written by Khurshcd 
^'Naoroji on behalf of Mahatma 
i Gandhi to 1 Louis Fischer on July 
* 22, 1946, mentioning that Gandhi- 
%ii had information to the effect that 
.^ubhas Bose waa alive and in Rus- 
sia in July 1946. (Princeton Uni* 
jjenity Archives, US). 

Cpi In eariy 1950, Reimund Scha- 
vbeL V well-known journalist from 
i^the erstwhile East Germany told 
'Ms Emilie Schenk! Bose, wife of 
^Netaji, that he had information 
' regarding Neiajfs presence in the 
J Soviet Union. (Letter from Ms 
-Schcnkl Bose ) 

Grave doubts expressed by 
0 Mamoru Shigemitsu, foreign min- 
ister of Japan after the war (who. 
/held the sarrte office under 
J wartime Prime Minister Tojo as 
n well)/ duiing the Shah Nawaz 
^■Commission's visit to Japan in 
1955. (Letters between Amiya 
H Nath Bose and Shigemitsu in 
" l955 >' 

% B Refusal of solicitor-general s 
C office to place Government of 
' India records on the subject before 
J the Calcutta high court in 1 993. 
s B Recent revelations regarding the 
] existence of KGB files on Nctaji 
h. after 1945, now available with 
£ three research scholars in the city 
' of Calcutta. ■* 

s The signatories, who include 
some senior Indian diplomats as 
i- well ai various well-known and 
r eminent citizens, have now \irged 
* the Prime Minister **to place 
’ before the people of India all it It- 
; vsirt documents is the^ustody of 
k die government of India related to 
*> the disappearance of Nctaji Sub- 
i fc baa Chandra Bose.* 1 u t m - ■ 
v They have also sought his inter- 
} , veotion in rt^u eating the govem- 
v nsenta of Russia, Britain and Japan 
r to disclose files which can throw 
any light on the subject. 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
6'8, Ulilia Vorontsova PoJyo 
MOSCOW 
Tel.No. 917-0S2G 
Tolcx 413-105 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax 3752337 



M\ dear i it A>- 


j a n u a ry 02, i 

i enclose with this letter a communication addressed to Sltri Jai chandra 
Singh from the Director of the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documents of 
'he State Archive Sen tee of the Russian Federation. 


■fil* 
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i would tie irate ful if the communication along with its translation itauhi be 
passed on to Shr> Jaichandra Singh and a copy kept in your records 

Regards. 

* i 

Yours sincerely, 

(i U.mC 

jAwnrlv, Singh) 

Shri Ajai Malhutra, 

Joint Secretury(EE), 

Ministry Of External .Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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' T ” e Slate Archive Service 
Russian Federation 

Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection 

1 , 1 « , * - lone o 

VJSngsk Street, 3 
ul. 1.V/-7383 


04.08.1997 No. 175 


To 


Mr. L. Juich.indra Singh 

Prajntantra Building — 

Irnphul, Manipur. (India) 

Dear Sir, 

t 

The Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection, 
un rut innately, does not ha\e any information on Subhash Chandra Boss. 

■** Sd/- 

M.M. Muhiimrned/lunov 
Director of the Centre 


DOCUMENTATION RELATING TO 

NETAJt SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE 


tin ChittJ ft ad written to later PM Shri Rs 


oancii ! 


.-i April 1987 about p r esencs of Archival material in Czech Academy 
of Sciences, in 1388,he wrote to president Gorbachev. 


2. On March 8, 1SS0, Hindustan Times quoted Dr. Yuriova, a 
scholar at the Institute of Oriental Studies mentioning that Soviet 
scholars in possession of documents on Netaji. On April 9. 1990 in 
response to a PQ, an assurance was given that “efforts will be mace 
to obtain either the original papers or their copies sc that they could 
be studied”. Shn Samar Guha. MP, further took up the matter 'with 
PAM in May 1990. -- 

3. On May 21, 139C, the embassy wrote to the MFA of the USSR 
requesting to explore the possibility of relevant materials, or copies of 
it. on Netaji being transferred to the National Archives in New Delhi. 
Cn August 17, 1930 the Soviet Foreign Office conveyed certain 
materials on Netaji available r Soviet Archives Those materials, 
however did net shed any furthe dght on Netaji's fate or his sojourn 
in the USSR. 

4. In December 1990, the Embassy sent a message .iEA in 
answer ; a PC at the ma*:rial which had been rece ...u by the 
Embass o V Soviet Foreign Office did not refer at all tc the 
possibilt) a, 'aving tuften shelter in the USSR aftet the Second 
World War e f ’assy subsequently received so- ;e material frer. 
the Sovie "crelc office and these we r e forward o the Ministry m 
May 199 he documents “threw r.c uddilione ght on the fate of 
Netaji or possible r r esence in the Soviet Union after h,s 
disappeareuce in 1945" 

5. On September 16. 193' re Embassy wrote to the Soviet 
Foreign Office enclosing a collet.: on of documents on Netaji received 
from Shri China Easu, MP Thor-- documents contained suc 0 - ‘ions 
quoting Sovi-* Diplomats to the at that Net-- --night have found his 
way to the Soviet Union aft*. .iieged pi .rash in 1945 Our 
rote sought “any rutena, a iable in jjehives of Soviet 
Organisations, include . security organrsatic which could shed light 
on the fate of Nc^'i”. 


~ ^ ’ r ~ r 

"as per data available in trie cent al and republic archives, there was 
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no information about the stay of the former President of the Indian 
National Congress, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union 

;r 4 Q * H c j i h ** &r*j ift rt t \/r * * v *3 f 11 ’ 
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, . in November 1992, Shri Samar Cuba, MP wrote to MEA and 
FS asked the Embassy to see whether more information could be 
Obtained from the Russi side, the matter was taken up with ih 
Russian a-, n as FS however wrote to Shri Guha that “our own 
enquiries with tr Russians, pursuant to your suggestions, indicate 
that they themsr accept that Netaji died in the plane crash in 
1945“ However . :J ed on FS's advise, the Mission tccK up the 
matter wttn tne Russian Foreign Office on January 10, 1993. 


B. in Autumn 1993. the monthly journal “Asia and Africa- Today" 
carried three articles on Netaji austensibly drawing on KGB archival 
material Inter alia, the article concluded with a "cert ; ficate'* dated 
December 25. 1945 from the KGB archives signed by a NKVD 
functionary mentioning that "after the Japanese capitulation in the f-rst 
naif of September 1945, Tass, quoting British sources inferno. ' :m 
Tokyo that Subash Chandra Bose, staying in Japan has died' . 


9 On July 27. 1 c 55, the Embassy forwarded Shri Samar Guhu s 
monogram "country must know what happened to Netaji". The note 
mentioned that there had been further speculation on Netaji's visit to 
the former Soviet Union in 19^5 and requested that ‘‘all materials 
available on this subject be examined for a final determination or 
whether cr not Netaji Subash Chandra Bose entered or stayed 
anywhere in the territory of the former Soviet Union in 1945 cr 
subsequently". 




10. “The Pioneer" cf September 14, 1995 quoted Dr. Purabi Roy, 
Dr. Hsri Vasudevan and Dr. Sobhanla! Dutta Gupta on their visit as a 
part of the Asiatic Society delegation and stating that request would 
be made for scholars to collect more information “Indian leaders". 
They specifically referred to “hitherto unknown facts about Netaji". 
"The Indian Express" on September 19, 1995 a.'so carried a report 
Government apathy leaves Netaji's fate buried in Moscow’s files”. 
These scholars mentioned “utmost difficulties” in gaining access to 1 
materials and also talked of “restric tions" imposed on them by a 
section of Embassy officials. 


* 1. The MF A wete to us or September 27 1995 saying that their 

invests *n w;;n the Central Archival Colk- von of the Federal 

v ♦ V 

Security Service and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of 
Documents of Modern History showed that “no information 
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whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bcsa 
on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years" 
In forwarding the letter Ambassador Kotov categorically asserted that 

- ,ar be r h,.i: Netaji has never set foot on Russian so.; and 
that 'extensive ^search car. hardly leave any doubts*’ in this regar j 


r 



iu 


12. The Hindustan Tsmes" of October 22. 1995 mentioned 
Prarnb ?, nvss’cn revives Netaji's death row". The same paper on 

Deoemver 1G. "995 mentioned Shri Chitta Basu. MP demanding a 
'fresh probe" into Netaji's death. 

13. On March 27, 1936 MEA had forwarded PMO's letter of March ^ 
3 199S enclosing a letter from Shri Pradip Bose asking that Russian 

C- vernment files on N'etaji be "opened up". MEA had asked ~us to 
; iake discreet enquiries. * . 


14 White accompanying the Hon’bie Speaker to Moscow, Shri 
Chita Bosj MP had brought up the subject of Netaji with members of 
the Institute o f Oriental Studies The Hon’bie MP wanted a clear 
statement from the Russian side regarding Netaji’s death. Prof. 
Mitrokhm informed Shri Basu that FM Primakov, as the then Director 
of the institute, had himself made an effort to find out the correct 
position on Netaji's s' :y ;n Russia. Prof. Mitrokhin also mentioned 
<% that certain documents egarding Netaji’s arrival and transit through 
Russia from A f ghanistan, on his way to Germany were available. He* 
had. however, added that it would be necessary' for him to go to 
Irkutsk Region to find additional details if availab’e on the subject on 
Netaji’s death in Russia He hoped that he would be able to make the 
trip to the region. 

15. On his return to India. Shri Basu wrote to Ambassador vide his 
letter dated October 25. 1996. mentioning about the meeting arc 
requesting the Embassy to take up the question of the “mystery o f 
Netaji's disappearance" further with the Russian Government ana 
vdh the Archives. 

15. On December 4, Members in the Lok Sabha demanded a 
fresh probe into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji". Congress 
MP Ms Mamta Banerjee is supposed to have pointed to newspaper 
* reports from Moscow that Netaji might be alive and asked the 
Government to find cut his whereabouts. Ms. Banerjee was 
o ported by other MPs. 

OSD {EEj nad faxed a Hindustan Times report of December 3, 
.o regarding a letter from one Mr. Joychandra Singh of Impha! 
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written to Co!. Brilev, the Chief of the Central Archives of the Ministry 
of Defence seeking assistance in his research on the death of Netaji 
and “whether the Soviet Army had arrested him at Taipei , Mr. wingh 

had &*-*o jsked /, nether Netaji had died ;n the plane cr3sn n * .s 
response of October 15. 1996. Co!. Brilev informed Mr. Singh that no 
records existed in the Centra: Archives os ;he Ministry of Ds'en^^ 
the circumstances surrounding the death in August 1945 of Netaji 


xx 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA, Pfei 
6-8 IMitsa Obukha 
MOSCOW 
Tel. No. 237-0820 



September ?6 1991 
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The Embassy of India presents it. a compliments to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR and has the 
honour to enclose herewith a collection of documents on 
N e la j l S u o h a s h Chandra Bose, at one time a President of 
the Indian national Congress and a leading figure in the 
Indian freedom movement, received from Mr. C h i 1 1 a 3 a s u , 

Member of Parliament and General Secretary, All India 
Forward Bloc, a group founded by N e t a j 1 Subha rth "Chandra 
Rose arc! at present a constituent of tne Left Frcrt Govern- 
ment tn the Indian state of West Bengal. 

2. In these documents there are suggestions quoting 

the then Soviet Ambassador in Kabul and the Soviet Vice 
Consul in Teheran to the effect that Netaji Sub hash Chandra 
Rose might have found his way to Che Soviet Union after 
the a.leged aeroplane crash in August 19*5. As recently 
as March o 1990, The Hindustan Times, an Indian daily 
newspaper, quoted a scholar of the Soviet Institute of 
Oriental Studies to the effect that there are c w o Soviet 
scholars who have applied to tne CovVrnenr.t c f the USSR 
for permission to exnmin, <? classified documents, 

3- In the light of the current policy on Soviet national 

archives the Embassy of India would appreciate if an* mate- 
rial that sheds light on the fate of Netaji S u b h j s h Chandra 
Bose in the archives of Soviet organisations, including 
security organisations, is made available to the Embassy 
of India. 

4. The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity 

to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR the 
assurances of its highest consideration. 



Ministry' o f For t* i g n Affairs, 
Government of USSR, 

M c s cow. 



£ 

* 


E r*.c 1 . as above. 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA, 

6*8 Ulitsj Votonisc«/o Polyo 

MOSCOW 

Tsi. No. £'.7-C320 
Tolax 413409 INDbM-SU 
Tele fdX-9751337 


No 3 A/83/95 


July 27 , 3995 


The Embassy of India presents its compliments to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and has the honour to refer to 
correspondence resting with their Note Verbate No. 2/YuA of S January, 
1SS2, regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Enclosed is a booklet which contends that Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose may have come to the former Soviet Union in 1945. There has been 
further speculation in this context reportedly on the basis of archival 
materials. In view of this, it would be highly appreciated if all materials 
availab'e on the subject could be examined for a final determination on 
whether or not Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose entered or stayed anywhere in 
the territory of the former Soviet Union in 1945 or subsequently. 

The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the assurances of ns 
highest consideration. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 
(South Asia Department) 
Moscow 
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Pripuran Singh Haer 
Charge d'Affaires 
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October 31, 1995 
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Vide his letter No. M 0 S/AM B/97 9/95 dated July 27, 1995. 
Ambassador hac informed you that he had taken up with the^ Foreign C'fice 
the question of examination of all materials to finally determine whether 
Nelaji Subhash Chandra Bose had entered or stayed in the territory of the 
former Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years We have now bee'' 
informed by the Foreign Office vide their note No 73/YuA dated October 27. 
1 995 that after thorough investigations of all concerned reco r ds there is no 
informal. on whatsoever of Netaji having stayed on the territory cf the forme' 
Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years. The letter from Ambassador 
Kotov forwarding tne note categorically asserts that “ we can be sure that 
Netaji has never set foot on Russian soil" and that "extensive research C3“ 
hardly leave any doubts" in this regard. A copy of Ambassador Kotov’s 
letter and the Foreign Office note are enclosed. 


2. 1 would like you to piease bring this to the attention of Foreign 

Secretary and EAM. 

Yours sincerely 



{Pripuran Singh Haer) 


Shri R L. Narayan 
% Joint Secretary (EE) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


i !.b. Mr. Rouen Sen 
Ambassador of India 
to the Russian Federation 
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Dear Ronen, 

Enclosed You will find our note concerning Subhash Chandra 
Dose. Do believe that we have tried our best to discover any relevant 
facts. 

Unfortunately, { am profoundly distressed being unable to provide 
any positive information on the suhject of not the leas! importance for 
the Indian public. Alas, by now it appears that we can be sure that Netnji 
has never sot foot on the Russian soil. Extensive research carried out 
upon the latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this 
effect. 
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Sincerely Yours, 


Yu. Kotov 



ARCHIVES ‘ ■ t 

CALCUTTA, SEPT 13 tPTl): SEVERAL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 
INDIA'S PROMINENT LEADER .DURING THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT NETAJI 
SUDHAS CHANDRA BOSE AND HIS MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE ARE STILL 

• LYING IN THE INACCESSIBLE ARCHIVES OF THE DISBANDED KGB AND IN 
THE OFFICIAL ARCHIVE OF THE RUSSIAN PRESIDENT IN THE KREMLIN. 

SPECIAL PERMISSION OF THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT IS REQUIRED 
TO SCRUTINIZE THEM AND IT IS BELIEVED THAT EXAMINATION DF 
THESE DOCUMENTS MAY EVENTUALLY UNRAVEL THE MYSTERY BEHIND 
BOSE'S DISAPPEARANCE AT THE END OF THE WORLD WAR-H , 

ACCORDING TO THREE SCHOLARS OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WHO 
RECENTLY VISITED SOME OF THE' 10 ARCHIVES IN MOSCOW UNDER AN 
jNDO-ft'JSSlftN CULTURAL AGREEMENT. • 

DR. PURABI ROY (JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY), DR. HARI VASUDEVBN 
AND DR. SOSHftNLflL DUTTA GUPTA <BOTH OF CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY) 
VISITED MOSCOW AS SCHOLARS OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, AS PART 
THE CULTURAL AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN ASIATIC SOCIETY AND THE 
INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES, MOSCOW, TO COMPILE ACCESSIBLE N 

* ATE HI ALS PERTAINING TO INDO-RUSSIAN RELATIONS BETWEEN 1917 . 

hND 1 947 . * • • • * 'I * * ■ ' 1 • * ■ * ■ ■ 

THE SCHOLARS TOLD NEWSMEN HERE THAT THEY FACED 'UTMOST* 
DIFFICULTIES IN STUDYING ‘THE AVAILABLE DOCUMENTS IN THE 
ARCHIVES OF THE ERSTWHILE COMINTERN, CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF . 
SOVIET UNION (CPSU), RUSSIAN FEDERATION, RUSSIAN STATE ' AfiCHI VE 
OF ECONOMY, ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, ARCHIVES OF ARMY HISTORY AND 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY QF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION. 

SINCE THE AVAILABLE DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE IN*. 4N 
HISTORY WERE MOSTLY IN ’DISARRAY*, THE ARCHIVES E DERAT I ON. 

• SINCE THE AVAILABLE DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE INDIAN 
HISTORY WERE MOSTLY IN 'DISARRAY', THE ARCHIVES If 9 OFFICE 
AND IN PRESIDENT'S ARCHIVE IN KREMLIN ARE EXPE" _ , REVEAL 

THE HIThERTO UNKNOWN FACTS ABOUT. BOSE, THEY ST , 

BOSE, WHO WAS THE PRESIDENT OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY, 
WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE DIED IN A PLANE CRASH IN THE SOUTH EAST 
ASIA IN 1944. 


(MORE) PTI PD MPV 
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ARCHIVES 2 * *• CALCUTTA 

ASIATIC SOCIETY'S GENERAL SECRETARY. DR. CHANDAN 
ROr'CHOWDHURV, SAID INDIAN PRIME MINISTER P. V. NARASIMHA PAG 
WOULD BE REQUESTED TO * • * . : 

SEEK HELP FROM THE RUSSIAN PRESIDENT TO ALLOW INDIAN SCHOLARS 
TO HAVE ‘ * . 

ACCESS TO HIS ARCHIVE IN THE KREMLIN AND ALSO IN THE KGS' 5 
ARCHIVE IN MOSCOW FOR COLLECTING MORE INFORMATION ABOUT INDIAN ; 
LEADERS. 

THE SCHOLARS, WHO SPENT ABOUT 6,000 U. S. DOLLARS FOR * 
HAVING ACCESS TO THE ARCHIVES IN MOSCOW, REGRETTED THAT IN 
MOST CAGES, THEY WERE NOT ALLOWED TO STUDY THE REOUIRED \ . 

, FILES AND DOCUMENTS. THE - PROBLEM S WERE FURTHE R ArCENTlIflTFJl -ElIE 
*. TO ' RESTRICT ION 1 IMPOSED BY A SECTlONTfcF O FFICIA LS. HS-TnC— 
INDIAN EMSAS jV**T 73 MuSCOWi. • THEY SAID.* 

ON 'THE REVEALING FACTS ABOUT 'SU&HQS CHANDRA BOSE, THEY 
J-iU DOCUMENTS AT THE ARCHIVES, OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF THE 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION INDICATED THAT A RUSSIAN AGENT, V, G 
SAYADYANT, WHO WAS ALLOWED TO FUNCTION IN INDIA BY THE BR1TI5H 
GOVERNMENT, CARRIED A LETTER FROM PUNDIT JAWAMARLAL NEHRU, 
ANOTHER INDIAN INDEPENDENCE LEADER AND THE FIRST PR I Mg 
MINISTER,' IN AUGUST, 1966, TO MOSCOW ON WAY TO TEHERAN ■'* WHICH 
HAD A MENTION ABOUT BOSE BEING ALIVE' * . 

* MOREOVER, THE SCHOLARS QUOTES AN ARTICLE OF ,V. TURADZEV, 

A SUB-EDITOR OF 'ASIA AND AFRICA TODAY*, FOUND AMONG THE 
ARCHIVAL MATERIALS, TO SAY THAT THE RUSSIAN AGENT SOUGHT TO 
CONVEY THE MESSAGE TO MOSCOW IN SEPTEMBER, 1966, THAT THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT MIGHT HAVE TP “ ONT ACT * * FORWARD BLOG AS ONE 
OF THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES I ; INDIO AND ITS LOADER SUSHAS 
CHANDRA B03E’*. -THESE REFERENCES POINTED TO BOSE BEING ALIVE 
EVEN IN 1946, THE SCHOLARS SAID. (MORE) PTI P3 MPV : 
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ARCHIVES 3 LAST * ,' •' -* CALCUTTA ' 

DFL PUR AO r ROY, PROFESSOR QF INTERNATIONAL, RELATIONE 0" 
.A/pJR UNIVERSITY IN THE WEST BENGAL STATE, SO I D Th£Y A_J 
“."•■IE TO KNOW THAT A TASS CORRESPONDENT HAD COLLECTED MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT BOSE IN 1332 ' '* WHO QUESTIONED THE STUNNING 
Hi CNEE BEING MAINTAINED BY BOTH DELHI AND MOSCOW ADDU r BOSE ' 
1. HEREABOUTS’ ' 

•‘IT WAS ALSO FOUND IN THE AVAILABLE DOCUMENTS THAT THE 
' ' PftAVDft ' , IN ITS 13A& EDITORIAL, BROUGHT OUT T <~>E FIRST-EVER 

sensational stqsy about METAJI, THEY SAID, ADDING that There 
WA 3 Nu FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT ThE news item, 

BESIDES, THERE WERE REFERENCE TO BOSE'S WHEREABOUTS ]* 
*-iS COMMON I Cfl riDN MADE BY THE FORMER SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO 
JAPAN JACOB MAcJK IN THE DOCUMENTS ''WE COLlECTFD IN T~E 
ARCHIVES IN MOSCOW' * , THE SCHOuARS SAID. 

ALLEGING T HAT THE INDIAN EMBASSY OFFICIALS PI 2 NOT 'LL" 
THEM 1C PRO CEE D~ FURTH ET7~WTT FT THE ~I70CDW£NT ‘ S TrfET - 3 A 1 1 ; O' 

Cj r T hS A HC H 0‘*7mTL~M ATETTI AL S 'RJtQ BEEN ’ 'SOLD OUT'' BY THE PL- . 
GOVERNMENT TO THE SUPER POWERS; INCLUDING ThE UNITED STATES . 
UNITED KINGDOM AND FRANCO, SCON AFTER THE COLLAPSE CF THE 
SOVIET UNION. MOST OF THE SUPERVISORS' CF THE ARCHIVES HAD LOT 
RUSSIA AND TAKEN SHELTER IN THE U. S. , THEY SAID, 

ALL THE THREE SCHOLARS WERE OF THE VIEW THAT THE 
' HAPHAZARD * SERIALS OF ‘THE ARCHIVAL .DOCUMENTS AND ‘LIMITED’ 
TIME TO GO THROUGH HAD POSED ’ SERIOUS PROBLEMS’ TO THEM. 

ARE AFRAID ‘THAT VITAL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO INDIA MIChT i 
ALREADY GONE OUT OF RUSSIA SINCE MANY FILED WERE FOUND 
MISSING* ’, DR. VASUDEVAN Said. PTI PJS. MPV 
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This refers to the old controversy regarding 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. From time to time, 
various articles have appeared in the Soviet /Russian 
press insinuating, though without any actual proof, 
that Netaji in fact stayed/was incarcerated in the 
Soviet Union after 1945. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 


2. Since the matter is of considerable public 
interest, we had taken up the matter with the Russian 
authorities through our Embassy in Moscow. In 
January, 1992, we had received a disclaimer from the 
Russian Foreign Ministry to the effect that "according 
to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the 
former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 and thereafter." Subsequently, in March, 1994, 
the Russian Foreign Ministry had sent us a non-paper 
refining the above statement to say that "according to 
the data of the central archives of the former USSR 
and the Russian archives, no evidence of stay of the 
former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 or in subsequent years, had been found." 


3 . Pursuant to a cooperation Agreement signed 
between the Asiatic Society of Calcutta and the 
Institute of Oriental Studies, Academy of Sciences of 
the Russian Federation, a group of scholars had 
visited Moscow last year to research this issue. 
Again, while no proof of Netaji' s stay in the Soviet 
Union was adduced, it was mentioned that a number of 
personalities whom the team met "had suggestive words 
to ventilate", and that "the people of this country 
and all over the globe are very much interested to 
know about the cloud that had been created around 
Netaji concerning Russia." 

4 . . The Asiatic Society' s team came to the 
conclusion that it would be essential to consult the 
KGB archives to conclusively set the controversy at 
rest. "But one point is clear that unless the 
Ministry of External Affairs of our Government prevail 
upon the Russian authorities to allow our scholars 
access to KGB archives it is absolutely impossible for 
the scholars to pursue the matter further either of 
this cduntry or of scholars of Russia." 

5_. It may be mentioned that there are broadly 
three kinds of archives which may be of relevance . 
Papers relating to the Stalinist period (KGB archives) 
are kept separately and have so far not been accessed 
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by foreign and even Russian scholars, with the 
exception perhaps of very limited and selected 
scholars like the late historian Volkogonov, who has 
published biographies of Lenin and Stalin on this 
basis. Papers relating to the post-Stalinist period 
fall into two categories - governmental and Central 
Committee/Politburo (these are again kept separately) . 
The Russian Foreign Ministry's Note Verbale suggests 
that their disclaimers about Netaji may be based 
essentially on perusal of these latter archives. 

6. It would be unrealistic for us to expect the 
Russian authorities to allow our scholars access to 
KGB archives. What we can do is to request the 
Russian authorities to conduct a search into these 
archives and let us know if there is any evidence of 
Netaji' s stay in the Soviet Union. 

7. It is recommended that we may request our 
Ambassador in Moscow to make a suitable demarche to 
the Russian authorities on the above lines. 


77 L >J S — 


(R.L. Narayan) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
January 12, 1996 
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Placed below is a letter addressed to PM by Shri 
P rad ip Bose regarding material on Metal i Su hash Chandra 
Bose available in Russia. PMO have sought, the comments 
of the Ministry of External Affairs* 

2. The MEA has, in fact, formally approached the 
Russian Government for 1 information regarding the veracity 
of press reports which have appeared from time to time on 
the presence of Nehaji in the erstwhile Soviet Union 
after 1 945* The Russian Government has informed us that, 
on checking their records, they do not have any evidence 
to this effect* A copy of the Note Verbale" from the 
Russian Foreign Ministry is enclosed. 

3. It may be mentioned that, recently, Shri Ashish Ray, 
grandson of Netaji’s elder brother, had addressed a press 
conference in Delhi at which he had released a copy of 
the Russian Note asserting this position. The Russian 
Ambassador Drukov was also present at the press 
conference and had confirmed the authencity of the 
Russian Note. A copy of the statement made by Ambassador 
Drukov is also enclosed. 

4. Pursuant to an Agreement signed between the Asiatic 
Society of Calcutta and the Institute of Oriental Studies 
in Moscow, scholars of the Asiatic Society had recently 
researched Russian historical material on Netaji. A copy 
of an article in the Pioneer' (14 September, 1995) 
detailing their findings is enclosed, 

5. It would appear that: 

i) The Asiatic Society scholars have unearthed no hard 
evidence of Neta.ji’s stay in the Soviet Union after 
1945 , 

Li) They have referred to certain secret, KGB files and 
Presidential archives in which this information is 
supposedly available; and 

lit) They have requested Government of India to make a 
formal request to the Russian Government for access 
to these files* 

6. Dr Bose has gone a step further and has requested 
Government of India to seek access to these files for 
the scholars of the Asiatic Society. 

7. It would be appreciated that no country in Live world 
would permit access by foreign governments, let alone 
scholars from foreign countries, to its intelligence 
files. We have no evidence that such files exist; on 
the contrary, the Russian Government has categorically 
told us that they have no evidence in their archives that. 
Netajl was in the USSR after 1945. 


2 





8. The Russian Government has no reason to hide any 
information which it may have on the subject, since it 
was the Soviet Union, which it rj i.sowns , which was 
responsible for any action in. (.his regard. 


9. Tn tiie circumstances, i 1. is felt that it. would not. 
be appropriate for Government of India to make a formal 
request to the Russian Government to open their 
KGR/Pres ideri t i. ai archives to the Asiatic Society 
scholars. This would amount to our disbelieving the 
Russian Government’s categorical and official statement 
on the subject, 

_ 

(R.L. Narayan ) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
7.3.1996 
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Reference letter addressed to EAM from the Acting 
General Secretary of the Asiatic Society, placed below 
at FR, requesting MEA to take up with the Russian 
Government the issue of acc.ess to certain archives for 
research purposes. 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that 
the Asiatic Society and the Russian Oriental Institute 
had entered into a cooperative agreement for 
facilitating research into Indo-Russian relations. The 
Asiatic Society had thereafter sent a three-member 
team to Moscow to gather information relating to 
Indo-Russian relations from 1917-47. The Asiatic 
Society feels that, in order to complete this 
research, they would need access to the Presidential 
Archives, the Archives of the Foreign Security Service 
and the Archives of the Army General Staff. 

3. It would not be appropriate for us as a 
Government to seek access to these archives. The 
Presidential Archive contains the proceedings of 
Politburo meeting. The Archives of the Foreign 
Security Services are part of the KGB Archives. The 
Archives of the Army General Staff are also security 
and intelligence related archives. 

4. Access to these archives has been given by the 
Russian Government on a highly selective basis to one 
or two reputed scholars, like the Russian historian, 
General Volkogonov, and the US academic, Richard 
Pipes, who have thereafter published works on Lenin 
(and Stalin) based on this material. The main purpose 
of these works has been to directly implicate these 
founders of the USSR, Lenin in particular, with the 
terror of the Soviet period. These biographies, 
therefore, serve a definite political purpose as far 
as the present Russian Government is concerned. 





5. Obviously, no Government in the world can be 
expected to throw open its secret archives for general 
research, on the basis suggested by the Asiatic 
Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for the 
Government of India to seek access to these archives, 
which have not been declassified so far. We would, if 
nothing else, be embarrassed were a similar request, 
on the basis of reciprocity, to be made to us by the 
Russian Government at a later stage. 



6. It may also be mentioned that, after the Asiatic 
Society scholars had returned from Moscow last year, 
they had given interviews to the Indian press 
indicating that, on the basis of the archives which 
they had examined, they had found evidence that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was alive in the Soviet Gulag 
after the air crash in which it is generally accepted 
that he died in 1945. This led to questions in our 
Parliament. At that time, we had again taken up the 
question of Netaji’s supposed survival with the 
Russian Government. The Russian Government had, 
formally and in writing, reiterated what they had told 
us earlier, namely that there is no evidence 
whatsoever in their archives to support any 
speculation regarding Netaji’s presence in the Soviet 
Union after 1945. 


7, In view of the above background, it may be safely 
surmised that the Asiatic Society wants access to 
these secret archives essentially in order to go on a 
fishing expedition in search of material on Netaji, 
which, its scholars have convinced themselves, exists 
in these archives. Indeed, Shri Pradip Bose, who is a 
relative of Netaji, had written to the former PM last 
year seeking access to these archives precisely in 
order to further such research. These papers, which 
are held in NGO, are placed below at flags "A" and "B" 
respectively. 



8. Our seeking to obtain access to these classified 
archives on behalf of the Asiatic Society, after the 
Russian Government has repeatedly and formally told us 
that they have no evidence of Netaji having been in 
the Soviet Union after 1945 can therefore be easily 
misunderstood by the Russian side. From the present 
perspective of Indo-Russian relations, such a request 
would serve no positive purpose, but could well have 
a negative impact. In any case, it would not be 
appropriate for the Government of India to seek access 
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to these highly classified and securi^" and 
intelligence related documents, based on nothing more 
substantial than an Agreement between two non- 
governmental organisations. 


9, In response to the present letter to EAM, we may t 
advise the Asiatic Society to continue to seek access J 
to these archives through the Institute of Oriental 
Studies, their counterpart organisation in Russia, j 
This letter could issue at my level. 




c_ 7-J — 


{ R. L. Narayan I 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
18.11.1996 
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’ e L .ate Archive Service 
Russian Federation 

Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection 

1 252/2, Moscow 
VihOrgsk Street, 3 
Tel: 159*7383 


U4.U8.1997 No. 175 


To 

Mr. L. Jaichandra Singh 

Prajataiitra Building 

Imphal, Manipur, (India) 

Dear Sir, 

* 

The Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection, 
unfortunately, does not have any information on Subhash Chandra Bose. 

* * • Sd/- 

M.M. Muhumrnedzhanov 
Director of the Centre 
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